Journalists are being
targeted by security
forces while on duty.

BY FRANKLIN DRAKU
& DAVID WALUGEMBE

s Uganda enters the final stretch :
toward the 2026 General Elec- :

tion, the relationship between se-
curity forces and the media has
sharply deteriordted, raising serious
concerns about press freedom and pub-
licaccountability.
Journalists, especially those cover-
ing Opposition campaigns, particular-

Ty those trailing National Unity Plat-
form (NUP) presidential candidate Rob- :
ert Kyagulanyi, alias Bobi Wine, are be- :
ing targeted by security forces. A num- :
ber of them report being constantly in- :

timidated by the security forces to stop
giving publicity to Mr Kyagulanyi.
On Monday, Mr Ivan Mbadhi,a Bugan-

da Broadcasting Services (BBS) TV jour- :

nalist, was brutally assaulted by secu-
rity personnel while on duty in Kween
District, drawing sharp condemnation
locally and globally, on the need for
freedom of the press.

Mr Mbadhi, who appeared to be weak :
yesterday, with a bandage tied around :
his neck for support, said he was target- :
ed because of filming security officers :
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He said after officers realised that he : :
was filming them, they turned theiran- :
ger to him,boxed him,banged his head :
on the car;squeezed his throat,ribs,and :
brutalised him for about twQ minutes, :
until a commander ordered them to

spraying teargas in the journalist's car.

leave him.

duty’herecounted.

Mr Maddhi, who was receiving treat-
ment in Kapchorwa yesterday, said he :
was feeling a headache, throat pain, :

and general bodily pains.
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Supporters of Opposition leader Robert Kyagulanyi, with local and foreign
Jjournalists, are assaulted by pdlice outside the UN Human Rights offices on

The latest assault by the security forc-

es has drawn wide condemnation from

different groups, including journalist :
groups, human rights activists,and the :
general population, who demand that :
¢ journalists be allowed to do their work :

“I don’t know whether that’s how po- : '
lice were told to handle journalists on :

without interference by security forces.

“We condemn the brutal beating of :
: BBS TVjournalist Ivan Mbadi by the :
Uganda Police Force while covering Bo- :

bi Wine. Police must respect press free-

dom and protect journalists on duty, :
: not to attack them,”a statement issued :

by the Human Rights Network for Jour- :
¢ nalists (HRNJ) Ugafida,said.

Mr Robert Ssempala, the Executive Di-
rector of HRNJ-Uganda, called the at- :
tack “deeply troubling” and warned :
that security forces must not act above :
: thelaw. i cutive Director, HRNJ-Uganda.

“It is unfortunate to see security per- :
sonnel, whose primary duty is to pro- :
: tect citizens’rights, including those of :
: journalists, turning against them while :
they are performing their professional : :
¢ theassociation hasembarked onalegal

duties,’he said.
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Security forces on the spot
over brutallty on Journahsts

- process to compel the security forces to
: respect therights of journalists.
:  MrEmmanuel Kirunda, the UJA secre-

: tary general, told this publication that

. they will not rest until the perpetrators

* | ofthe violence are brought to book.

¢ MrKirunda condemned the security
¢ officers for constantly interfering with
¢ journalists on duty,as it contradicts Ar-
¢ ticles 29(1) (a) and 41 of the Constitu-
: tion of the Republic of Uganda (1995),
¢ which emphasises press freedom and
: access toinformation.

¢ “We wish to remind security person-

¥ : nel that journalists have a constitu-

: tional duty to inform citizens about de-
. cisions that affect their lives and their
¢ country. Any move to restrict them

= : from accessing public information is a

‘Brutality.
It is unfortunate to see
security personnel,
whose primary duty
is to protect citizens’
rights, including those
of journalists, turning
against them while they
are performing their professional
duties,- Mr Robert Ssempala, Exe-

The Uganda Journalists Association
(UJA), also condemned the brutality :

meted out against Mr Mbadi and said

. step backwards in Uganda’s democratic
: journey’hesaid.

: He urged security personnel to re-
- spect the journalists’profession ahead
: of polls next week and said any attempt
: to curtail their freedom to work is a
: move to silence independent journal-
. ism and shield security forces’acts from
: public accountability hence undermin-
. ing the principles of democracy and
¢ good governance.

i Mr Frank Kabuye, the UJA spokesper-
: son,said since the campaigns started
¢ last year, they have received numerous
: complaints from journalists attacked
: bysecurity personnel.

¢ Mr Kabuye said unfo Iy jour-
¢ nalists are attacked not only by security
personnel, but civiliansas well.

He said Mr Bob Oyuku Ojok,a journal-
ist with Unity FM Lango, was allegedly
attacked by supporters of one of the po-
. litical parties on November 20,2025, at
Boke, Lira City,Lango Sub-region.
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