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The withdrawal stems 
from Executive Order 
14199, issued on Feb­
ruary 4, 2025, in which 
MrTrump pledged to 
cut funding to certain 
United Nations bodies 
and reassess US sup­
port for all international 
organisations .. 

BY FRANKLIN DRAKU 

A 
decision by President Donald 
Trump to witbpr,iW. the United 
States from 66 international or­
ganisations has sparked sharp re­

actions across the globe. 
Some critics branded the move "out­

rageous,"while others insisted it would 
not derail the fight against climate 
change. 

The Withdrawal stems from Execu­
tive Order 14199, issued on February 
4, 2025, in which Mr Trump pledged to 
cut funding to certain United Nations 
bodies and reassess US support for all 
international organisations. 

He subsequently directed the Secre­
tary of State, in consultation with the 
US representative to the UN, to review 
every intergovernmental organisatioIl; 
convention, and treaty IDv6lving US 
membership or funding, and to identi­
fy those deemed contrary to American 
interests. 

"The Secretary of State has reported 
his findings as required by Executive 
Order 14199. I have considered the Sec­
retary of State's report and, after delib­
erating with my Cabinet, have deter­
mined that it is contrary to the inter­
ests of the United States to remain a 
member ot; participate in, or otherwise 
provide support to the organisations 
listed.in section two of this memoran-
durn,"MrTrumpdeclared. J -

"Consistent with Executive Order 
' 14199 and pursuant to the authority 
vested in me as President by the Consti­
tution and the laws of the United States 
of America,! hereby direct all executive 
departments and agencies to take im­
mediate steps to effectuate the with­
drawal of the United States from the or­
ganisations listed in section two of this 
memorandum as soon as possible. For 
United Nations entities, withdrawal 
means ceasing participation in or fund-
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US throws cliInate change 
crunpaign to the winds 

US President Donald Trump. PHOTO/REUTERS 

SO E AFFECTED ENTITIES 

• 24/7 Carbon-Free-Energy Com­
pact 
• Colombo Plan Council 
• Commission for Environmentai 
Cooperation " 
• Education Cannot Wait 
• European Centre of Excellence 
for Countering 
• Hybrid Threats 
• Forum of European National 
Highway Research Laboratories 
• Freedom Online Coalition 
• Global Community Engage- . 
ment and Resilience Fund 
• Global Counterterrorism Forum 

• Global Forum on Cyber Exper­
tise 
• Global Forum on Migration and 
Development 
• Inter"American Institute for 
Global Change Research 
• Intergovernmental Forum on 
Mining,.Minerals, Metals, and Sus­
tainable Development 
• Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change 
• Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodi­
versity and Ecosystem Services 
• International Centre for the 
Study ofthe Preservation and Res­
toratron of Cultural Property 

ing to those entities to the extent per­
mitted by law,"he added. 

The announcement drew swift back­
lash from affected organisations. The 
Sustainable Energy and Environmental 
€Oalition Institute (SEEC Institute) con­
demned the decision, adding that the 
US exit from the UN Framework Con­
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli­
mate Change (!peC), the International 
Renewable Energy Agency, UN Oceans, 
UN W.ater, and other treaties amount­
ed to a continuation of the administra­
tion's assault on climate and clean en­
ergy efforts. 
"It isolates America, damages our 

credibility, and ultimately hurts every 
American. Climate change is real,"the 
institute stated. 

Founded in 2024 to complement the 
Sustainable Energy and Environment 
Coalition (SEEC), a congressional cau­
cus established in 2009, the SEEC Insti­
tute connects lawmakers with the pri­
vate sector, civil society, and academia 
to strengthen dialogue and accelerate 
progress on climate and energy policy. 

Mr Max Frankel, the executive director 
· of SEEC Institute, emphasised that the 
impacts of climate change are undeni­
able. 

"Far from protecting America's inter­
ests, leaving these agreements gives 
up our seat at the international deci­
sion-making table. We heard loud and 
clear at COP 30 in Brazil that the world 

• International Cotton Advisory 
Committee 
• International Development 
Law Organisation 
• International Energy Forum 
• International Federation of 
Arts Councils and Culture Agen­
cies 
• International Institute for De­
mocracyand Electoral Assistance 
• tnternationallnstitute for Jus­
tice and the Rule of Law 
• International Lead and Zinc 
Study Group 
• International Renewable Ener­
gyAgency 

is moving forward with decisive action 
that will allow them to seize the eco­
nomic opportunities of a low carbon fu­
ture, with or without the US. Today's ac­
tion only makes it more likely that we 
will be left behind,"he said. 

He added, "SEEC Institute was created 
to find the biggest,most durable solu­
tions possible, and we will continue to 
do just that alongside members of con­
gress, state and local leaders, and civil 
society and private sector partners, re-
gardless of any roadblocks." , 

Mr Trump added that the secretary of 
state would provide further guidance 
to agencies on implementing the mem­
orandum. 

Financial fallout 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio de­

fended the move, arguing it would end 
taxpayer funding for entities that ad­
vance "globalist agend~ over US prior­
ities. He said many organisations waste 
resources on ineffective or hostile pro­
grammes. 

"Many of these bodies promote radi­
cal climate policies, global governance, 
and ideological programmes that con­
flict with US sovereignty and econom­
ic strength. American taxpayers have 
spent billions on these organisations 
with little return, while they often crit­
icise US policies, advance agendas con­
trary to our values, or waste taxpayer 
dollars by purporting to address im­
portant issues but not achieving any re­
al results. By exiting these entities, Pres­
ident Trump is saving taxpayer money 
and refocusing resources on America 
First priorities,"Mr Rubio said. 

Yet David Widawsky, director of the 
World Resources Institute,called the de­
cision a "strategic blunder." He waned 
that abandoning the UNFCCC under­
mines decades of international climate 
cooperation and forfeits US influenl;e. 

"Pulling out of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change is a 
strategic blunder that gives away Amer­
ican advantage for nothing in return. 
The 30-year-old agreement is the foun­
dation of international climate coop­
eration. Walking away doesn't just put 
America on the sidelines;it takes the US 
out of the arena entirely," Mr Widawsky 
said. 
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BY DAVID WALUGEMBE 

KAMPALA: Last week, the National 
Unity Platform (NUP) unveiled Bitchat, 
an offline messaging application de­
signed to function without mobile da­
ta, Wi-Fi,SIM cards,or cellular networks, 
positioning it as a contingency tool in 
the event of internet disruptions. 

The application uses Bluetooth mesh 
technology to allow peer-to-peer com­
munication between nearby devices, 
creating a decentralised network that 
does not rely on central servers. 

Independent software expert William 
Ssenteza describes Bitchat as a poten­
tiallifeline.for communication during 
a blackout, not.iTIg that it operates en­
tirely offline. 

"The app works without internet, 
servers, or mobile networks," said Mr 
Ssenteza. "Once users tum on Blue­
tooth, allow offline permissions, create 
a username,and open the app, they can 

Will Bitchat keep Ugandap.s connected amid internet shutdown? 
communicate with nearby devices." 

He advised users to diSable GPS, avoid 
using real nallles, and verify informa­
tion before sharing to minimise risks of 
tracing and misinformation. 

Mr Ssenteza said the decentralised na­
ture of the platform makes it difficult 
to shut down."To block it, authorities 
would need to deploy Bluetoothjam­
mers across large areas, which is eco­
nomically unviable,"he said. 

However, other experts caution that 
the app has significant limitations. 
IT specialist Elvi~ Katumba said Bit­

chat's reliance on Bluetooth restricts its 
effectiveness to short distances, typical­
lybetWeen lOand 100 metres, depend­
ing on device strength. 

"In densely populated urban areas, 
a mesh can form easily, allowing mes-

sages to propagate," Mr Katumba ex­
plained. "But in rural polling stations, 
where there are fewer users in proximi­
ty,messages may stall or fail to reach in­
tended recipients." 

He alsO warned that anonymity pre­
sents challenges in verifying informa­
tion. 

"Messages are tied to temporary de­
vice identifiers,not known individuals 
or accredited polling agents," he said. 
"This makes it diffl.cult to establish trust 
or distinguish accurate information 
from misinformation." . 
· Bitchat, developed in the Unit­
ed States and launched in July 2025 
by tech entrepreneur Jack Dorsey, a 
co-founder of X (formerly Twitter), is 
still new to Africa. The app requiresno 
phone number,email,or SIM card,mak-

ing users anonymous by default 
Though there is no conclusive evi­

dence, similar offline messaging tools 
were reportedly used during youth-led 
protests in Nepal in September 2025 af­
ter the government blocked major so­
cial media platforms. 

The Uganda Communications Com­
mission (UCC) has downplayed the sig­
nificance of the app. 

Addressing journalists on Monday, 
UCC Executive Director Nyombi Them­
bo urged Ugandans not to "over-excite" 
themselves over Bitchat, because mis­
use would attract legal consequences: . 

"We know this app very well. It is a · 
small thing," said Mr Nyombi. "Anyone 
who wants to commit a crime. using it, 
my sympathies." 

He reiterated that the internet would 

remain available during and after the 
elections. 

Uganda has an estimated 10.6 million 
internet users, according to UCC data, 
underscoring the economic and social 
stakes of connectivity. 

During the 2021 General Election, the 
government imposed a nationwide 
internet shutdown that lasted about ' 
100 hours. According to estimates by 
TOP10VPN, the restrictions cost Ugan­
da approximately Shs390b, placing the 
country among the top five globally in 
economic losses linked to internet shut­
downs. 

As election day approaches, Bitchat 
has emerged as both a symbol of digital 
resilience and a reminder of persistent 
mistrust over information access dur­
ingnext week's polls. 
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