
4, President Museveni addressed NRM 
supporters at Nyakasanga Playground 
in Saluti B Cell, Nyamwamba Division, 
before proceeding to Bunyangabu Dis­
trict later the same day. 

At the time, he pledged several devel­
opment projects for Kasese, including 
the extension of the standard gauge 
railway to the district, the upgrading of 
health facilities, and the construction of 
more schools in underserved areas .. 

The'Kasese District NRM Publicity Sec-' 
retary, Mr Yunus Muhindo, and the Res­
ident District Commissioner (RDC), Lt : 
Joe Walusimbi, confirmed the Presi­
dent's return, adding that, unlike his 
previous visit when he addressed only 
one rally, he is expected to hold two ral­
lies this time. 

"The President is returning to Kasese 
to commission several government pro­
jects, but as our presidential flag bearer, 
~ will also address two campaign ral­
lies in the district,"Mr Muhindo said. 

Mr Muhindo added that the President 
is expected to commission Nyabirongo 
Health Centre IV in Kisinga Town Coun­
cil, which was upgraded from Health 
Centre III last year. He will also commis­
sion the Kagando-Kighenge, Rwemb­
ya-Kanyampara,andlbanda-Kyanya 
bridges, among other projects complet­
ed during the concluding tenn. 

Later in the day, President Museveni 
is expected to address public rallies 
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at Kisinga and Nkaija playgrounds in 
Kisinga and Maliba town councils,locat­
ed in Bukonw County East and Buson­
gora County North,respectively. 
It is also reported that the Presi­

dent will receive members from oth-
, er political parties who are expected . 
to defect to the NRM during the visit. : 
Residents have welcomed the Presi- : 
dent's return_ 

Mr Lawrence Masereka, a resident of ~ 
Buthale Village in Kyarumba Sub-coun- : 
ty, Bukonzo County East, told Dally : 
Monitorthat he missed the President's : 
first rally in Kasese due to distance and ~ 
was eager to attend this time. : 

"When President Museveni came to : 
Kasese Town, I failed to attend the rally ~ 
because it was far. Now that he is com- : 
ing to Kisinga,1 will definitely go and lis- : 
ten to him,"Mr Masereka said. : 

Political analysts note that it is unusu- ~ 
al for President Museveni to campaign : 
twice in Kasese District during the : 
same election cycle. ~ 

However, a resident of Kisinga Town : 
Council, who preferred anonymity, : 

Comml sloning. 
The President is 
returning to Kasese 
to commission 
several government 
projects, but as our 
presidential flag 
bearer, he will also 

address two cam­
paign rallies in the district- Kasese 
Oi trict NRM Publicity Secretary 
Yunus Muhindo 

claimed that the renewed visit could 
have been influenced by the strong 
show of support witnessed during Na­
tional Unity Party (NUP) presidential 
candidate, Mr Robert Kyagulanyi's ral­
lies at Nyakasanga and Karambi play­
grounds in Kasese Town and Karambi 
Sub-county, respectively. 

"The NRM party is terrified of Bo­
bi Wine's support in Kasese District. 
Did you see what happened when Bo­
bi Wine was here? Both young and old 
people followed him, and this has al­
ready scared President Museveni and 

his supporters,"she said. 
The President's anticipated return 

also comes shortly after another"ma­
jor NRM event in the district. On Janu­
ary 4, the State Minister for Youth and 
ChildrenAffairs,MrBalaam'Barugaha­
ra, organised a youth festival dubbed 
the Wake Up Youth Kasese Yellow Fes­
tival, which was held at the same ven­
ue where Mr Kyagulanyi had previoUs­
ly addressed his second rally in Kasese. 

However, Mr Muhindo dismissed 
claims that the President's visit is in­
tended to counter the popularity ofri­
val candidates. 

"The President is not coming back to 
neutralise the support of any candi­
date. In his capacity as Head of State,he 
is coming to commission key govern­
ment projects. After commissioning, we 
requested him to also address the pub­
lic,"Mr Muhindo said. 

Kasese District comprises 44 lower lo­
cal governments, 215 parishes, and 864 
villages.NRM supporters argue that the 
district's vast size makes it difficult for 
many residents to attend a single pres-

..... ' , .. ' ... 
do, as well as three town councils: Kin-
yamaseke, Kisinga, and Kyarumba. 
Bukonzo County East is the most pop­
ulous constituency in Kasese District, 
with a majority of residents living in 
the mountainous areas. 

According to the Kasese Dis­
trict Electoral Commission regis­
ter, the constituency has more than 
95,000 registered voters spread 
across over 200 'polling stations. 
Busongora County North, where Presi­
dent Museveni is 3J.so expected to hold II""' 

a rally, comprises 13 lower local govern­
ments. These include the sub"co'lmties 
ofBwesumbu, Buhuhira,Kyabarungira, 
Maliba, Bugoye, and Kitswamba, as well 
as town councils including Kabatunda; 
Kirabaho, Kitswamba; Rugendabara­
Kikongo, Hima, Mubuku, Maliba, and 
Ibanda-Kyanya. 

Dr Crispus Kiyonga, the fonner Kasese 
District NRM chairperson and a candi­
date for Bukonzo West County, said the 
party is aiming for a wider victory mar­
gin this time. 

"We were embarrassed in 2021 by the 
low percentage for our NRM presiden­
tial candidate. How could President Mu­
seveni score only 48 percent against 
Kyagulanyi's 47 percent? We must de­
nounce this shame and this time vote 
massively for Museveni," Dr Kiyonga 
said at a recent rally. 
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BY ISAAC KINTU 

JINJA: A Shs6 billion oxygen plant 
established to end oxygen shortages 
in the Busoga Sub-region has broken 
down, causing a crisis at Jinja Region­
al Referral Hospital (JRRH) and other 
health facilities. 

The oxygen plant, which has been sup­
plying oxygen to hospitals and multiple 
health centres across Busoga, has been 
non-functional since October 2025,rais­
ing serious concerns about patient safe­
ty, especially in emergency and paediat-
ric wards. \ 

Mr Michael Mukalazi, whose wife was 
recently admitted to the hospital, said 
the breakdown caused delays in her 
surgery. 

"My wife needed an operation and ox-

Crisis at Jinja Hospital after oxygen plant breaks down 
ygen was required, but I was told to wait 
because they had assigned someone to 
go and collect oxygen from Namanve," 
MrMukalazi said. 

The breakdown has left health work­
ers and patients relying on oxygen 
transported from Namanve, a move 
that is costly, slow, and unreliable in 
emergencies. 

Patients, car~takers, and health advo­
cates have urged the Ministry of Health 
to urgently illtervene and restore the 
oxygen plant to prevent loss of lives. 

Mr David Mukisa, the chairperson of 
the JRRH Management Board, said: 

2024 
The Jinja oxygen plant was com­
missioned in October 2024 with 
high expectations. 

"The hospital's oxygen plant has been 
showing clear signs of wear and tear 
for months and is in desperate need of 

, maintenance,"Mr Mukisa said. 

"Without urgent servicing, the facili­
ty risks a complete breakdown, leaving 
critically ill patients without a life-sav­
ing supply of oxygen,"he added. 

Mr Mukisa said they had requested 
funds to service the hospital's oxygen 
plant but it was not given, leaving the 
facility in a critical state . . 

Mr Mukisa added that as days passed 
with no response from the relevant au­
thorities, the situation grew increasing­
ly critical. 

"We are pushing for a swift response 
from the Mini,stry of Health because 
the oxygen plant cannot wait any 

10nger,"Mr Mukisa said. 
He said the hospital currently has no 

oxygen supply of its own and is relying 
on Kayunga Hospital and Namanve to 
fill the gap. 

The Jinja oxygen plant was commis­
sioned in October 2024 with high ex­
pectations. 

At the time, the Commissioner in 
charge of Health Infrastructure at the 
Ministry of Health, Mr George Otim, 
said the facility was meant to serve the 
whole Busoga Sub-region, producing up 
to 300 oxygen cylinders per day. 


