
Tern-or pOlIUcaJ behaviour in 
which candidates secure elec­
toral support by offering direct, 
material benefits such as cash, 

food, or jobs to individual vot­
ers. This practice thrives in con­
texts of poverty or weak institu­
tional trust, where citizens pri­
oritise inlmediate, tangible re­
wards over abstract promises 
of policy reform or good gov­
ernance. 

As a result,politicians strategi­
cally invest in short-term hand­
outs rather than broader pub­
lic goods, reinforcing a cycle in 
which electoral competition is 
shaped less by ideas and gOV" 
ernance capacity and more 
by the distribution of person­
al benefits. Unfortunately, re­
form-minded candidates who 
rely on ideas and policy pro­
posals struggle to gain traction 
against opponents who can af­
ford to offer widespread hand­
outs. 

As I reminisced about these, 
I won dered whether the 
loud-talking voters even knew 
what their candidates'manifes· 

of inducements shapes atti­
tudes towards leadership and 
civic duty as families transmit 
values of opportunism. When 
students see their communi- -
ties normalise vote-buying, ac­
countability loses credibili­
ty. This may explain vote-buy­
ing in institutions oflearning, 
yet these are breeding grounds 
for future leaders. It becomes a 
generational cancer, as young 
people, instead of aspiring to 
leadership grounded in vision 
and service, may view politics 
as a business venture in which 
money secures power_ 

Places of spiritual worship, 
traditionally moral anchors in 
Ugandan society, are not im­
mune. I visited churches, and 
church leaders didn't cam­
paign against vote-buying. No. 
They encouraged the elector­
ate to "eat" the money but vote 
for the right candidates. They 
didn't specify who the right 
candidates were; perhaps the 
voters wlderstood. Vote-buying 
has blurred the line between 
spiritual guidance and politi­
cal patronage, weak.ening the 
Church's role as a guardian of 
ethical values. 

Vote-buying has distorted vot­
er decisions, entrenched in­
cumbents, and stifled aspir­
ing candidates who haven't 
amassed enough wealth to dis­
Uibute among voters. Unless in­
tentionally addressed, I don't 
even know by whom, Ugan­
da has enU-enched a political 
culture in which public policy, 
governance and service deliv­
ery have been sidelined by op­
portunism,shrinking political 
space and favouring the rich. 

The writer is a PhD student of Public Policy and Governance at 
Kyambogo University. 
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Yet none of the major contenders-,..-inCUlll­

bent or Opposition-has meaningfully ad­
dressed the global scramble for African la­
bour.No manifesto explains how Uganda will 
protect its youth when Europe's labour de· 
mand peaks. No candidate has articulated a 
plan for negotiating with the world's ageing 
economies. 

This silence is not accidental. It reveals a 
deeper problem: Ugandan politics is not 
aligned with global time. While Europe plans 
for 2035 and 2050, our politics plans for to-

ll1cUlwng poncy cranty, we nsk repeating the 
mistake of history: ql.lowing African leader­
ship to become a silent collaborator in the ex­
ternal exploitation of African you):h. 

Europe's internal contradictions will 
shape the fate of our migrants 

European governments may seek African 
labour, but European societies are divided. 
Rising populism, economic strain, and an· 
ti-in1migration politics create hostile condi­
tions for migrants-conditions well-docu­
mented in the 2025 EU Fundamental Rights 
Report, which shows Black Africans facing the 

tise youth policy cannot transform Uganda. 
A leader who does not protect Ugandan mi­
grants can not claim to love Uganda. 

As you cast your ballot, ask yourself: Whose 
future am I choosing-Uganda's or Europe's? 
Because the world has already begun its race 
for our youth. Uganda must decide whether 

. to lead, negotiate, or be left behind. End of se­
ries.Ciao 

Gertrude Kamya Othieno 
Political Sociologiat/Writer 
Alumna of the London School ofEconOftlica 
(LSE). gkothieno@gmail.com 
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Malaria: Uganda~s deadliest constant 

W
ith the presidential and parliamentary 
elections scheduled for Thursday,caffi­
paigns across the country are enter­
ing their final stretch. Promises are be­

ing repeated. The future is being argued over 
loudly and confidently. But malaria does not 
wait for polling day. It does not pause for ral­
lies or slogans. In villages like Karubuga in 
Ntungamo District,itis already at work, si­
lently weakening, quietly disabling, long be­
fore a single ballot is cast. 

The World Malaria Report 2025,released by 
WHO last December, estimates that Uganda 
recorded 13.2 million malaria cases in 2024, 
ranking third globally after Nigeria and DRC, 
and accounting for about 4.7 percent of cas­
es worldwide. 

These numbers are not abstract. They 
translate into missed school days, lost in­
come, overstretched health facilities, and 
preventable deaths, especially among chil­
dren under five and pregnant women. 

Malaria is among the m ost preventable dis­
eases Uganda faces. Clearing stagnant water, 
removing rain-collecting containers, keep­
ing SUlTOundingS clean, and sleeping under 
insecticide·treated nets remain highly effec· 
tive. Combined 'with rapid diagnostic tests, 
effective medicines, and vaccines, these tools 
have saved millions of lives. 

The WHO World Malaria Report warns that 

progress in high-burden countries like Ugan­
da is under threat from declining global 
health financing, climate-related shocks that 
expand mosquito breeding, overstretched 
health systems, and the emerging risk of an­
timalarial drug resistance in Mica. Any loss 
of focus, through fwlding gaps, supply dis· 
ruptions, or policy neglect, can quickly re·. 
verse hard-won gains. 

World over, election periods are particular­
ly risky, as they tend to favour short-term visi­
bility over long-term consistency. 

Malaria control, however, depends on con­
tinuity of public health interventions like' 
unintelTupted access to medicines and diag· 
nostics, sustained distribution of mosquito 

nets, strong surveillance systems, and steady 
investment in commW1ity-level services. 

Uganda's malaria story, however, is not on­
lyone of burden. It is also one of knowledge, 
resilience, and innovation. For more than 70 
years, Makerere University School of Public 
Health (MakSPH) has been central to public 
health training in Uganda and the region. 

Researchers trained at Makeiere have con· 
tributed to malaria epidemiology, outbreak 
investigation, intervention design, and im­
plementation research, shaping national 
strategies and informing regional responses, 
which must be sustained. 

Therefore, as campaigns intensify and 
Ugandans go to the polls on January 15, ma­
laria must remain firmly on the national 
agenda. Voters should look beyond promis­
es and ask practical questions ofthose seek­
ing office: will malaria services be protected, 
health facilities kept stocked, and prevention 
and surveillance funded consistently? 

Uganda already has the tools and exper­
tise to reduce m alaria. The task now is to sus­
tain that commitment beyond election cam­
paigns and apply it consistently to improve 
lives,long after the rallies end. 

Davidson Ndyabahika is a strategic & 
corporate communication specialist at 
t he School of Public Health, Makerere 
University. 
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