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Open letter President Museveni 

Dear President Museveni, 
I write to express gratitude for your leadership and dedi-. 
cation to Uganda's development Your legacy as a patriot, 
freedom fighter, and·parent to the nation is undeniable. 
As you seek re-election,1 humbly present some "what ifs" 
for consideration: 
1. Reduce Parliament size: Channel savings to infrastruc­

ture development 
2. Trim Member of Parliament's salaries and allowances: 
Tax them like other government workers. 
3. Revise MP credentials: Require self-sufficiency,educa­
tion,and experience. 
4. Government workers use government services: Im­
prove facilities and accountability. 
5. Improve welfare for essential workers: Teachers, doc­
tors,nurses,and security personnel 
·6. Ministers and MPs experience public services: Under-

. stand challenges first-hand. 
7. Infrastructure development: Flyovers, one-way roads, 
and efficient transport systems. 
8. Transparent procurement: Single sourcing and inte­
grated systems to defeat corruption. 
9. Reduce domestic arrears: Enable government service 
providers to deliver quality services. 
10. Support industries and businesses: Special banking 
and loan facilities. 

- 11. Performance-based contracts: Renew contracts every 
two y~,evaluate performance_ 
12. Merit-based recruitment: Reduce corruption in public 
service commission. 
13. Prosecute corruption: Heavy penalties, including 
death penalty for severe cases. 
14. Reduce national borrowing: Encourage lean budget­
ing. 
15. Tax reforms: Review policies,reduce double taxation, 
and support businesses. . 
16. Support informal sector: Integrate into tax base,real­
istic taxes. 
17. Tourism development: Boost revenue and foreign ex­
change. 
18. Express courts: Timelyjustice,reducedcase backlog. 
19. Streamline investigations: Efficient police operations. 
20. Reconcile and release political prisoners: Uncondi­
tional release. 
21. F<?od security and agriculture: Fund Naro,irrigation 
schemes, and cash crops . 

. 22. Parish Development Funds: Channel to banks,simpli­
fy access for common Ugandans. 
23. National medical insurance: Affordable contributions, 
quality healthcare. 
24. Regulate essential services: Rent, transport, education, 
electricity, and water. 
25. Investigate land speculation: Prosecute and mpen­
sate fairly. 
26. Accurate census data: Inform national planning. 
27. Budget allocation: 50 percent development, 50 percent 
other expenses. 
28. Competence-based curriculum: Pra<;t:icalimplemen­
tation, talent development 
29: Sports development: Foster talents, export, and tax 
them. 
30. Review advisers: Fresh perspectives for better govern­
ance. 

I pray for peace and wish you the best as you consider 
these suggestions. 

Yusufu Atwine, 
yusufuatwine@gmailcom 
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LETTER OF THE DAY 

For how long do we have to 
hold on in this crazy world? 

"Hold on, it's not easx (in this) 
CniZ}' world, full of victims, for 
we ought to teach the world for 
truth in the world to be like roll­
ing stones. " 
The ~yrics from this Lucky 

Dube song should inspire 
us to take it upon ourselves 
to redeem the world from 
the jaws of lying politicians, 
who continue to witness our 
sufferings and yet look the 
other way. 

Similarly, in September 2021, 
I wrote an article, "2026 is not 
too far away"reflecting on his 
song The Way It Is and here we 
are indeed. In terms of elections, 
before once again selling off our 
rights through a ballot paper, 
how much have we ripped from 
what we sowed? 

In the same vein, with all the 
happenings in our transitional 
justice arena in Uganda, in 
Janilary 2025,1 wrote an article 
titled "Could 2025 be a defining 
year for our transitional 
justice?" reflecting on Dube's 
Mickey mouse freedom and" 
Rolling stones. For the many 
survivors and victims of 
conflicts, what's at stake? How 
much has been included in 
the different manifestos of our 
leaders to ensure the lives of 
survivors are improved? How 
practical are these promises 
being made? How much of it 
has been made before? What 
guarantees are thete that they 
will be fulfilled? ~ 

The years behind promised a 
lot, however it seems to appear 
and disappear like sunrise and 
sunset comes every day. 

I knew exactly, what you 
were going through, It 's just 
that I didn't have the right 
to discuss your problems. 

Over the years I asked myself 
many questions but I said to 
myself, hold on just a little bit 
longer now,you were alaughing 
stock in the communitz now 
is the time to show them that 
he who laughs last, laughs the 
best, that's the wayitis. But your 
tears will tum to Ja.ughteI: 
Let's not give our commitment 

to the men Lucky Dube sung 
about who chose loneliness and 
called it freedom., but rather be 
like the rolling stone that gath­
ersnomoss. 

Remember, you are not getting 
any younger, don't be like the 
person in the song It's not easy, 
when asked on his choice of a 
wife,"Did you take time to know 
herr Fast forward his lamenta­
tions and situation went as fol­
lows; " ... am getting divorced. .. 
This choice r made didn't work 

out the way I thought it would. 
Now I'm hurting .. .It's not easy 
to understand it, son. But I hope 
you'lImake it". 

I know we are saying so far so 
good, we still living today, but 
we don't know what tomorrow 
brings, as you are living in this 
crazy world. 

Remember we have been risk­
ing our life all these years, be­
cause of the promises but it 
seems when the trouble comes 
and knock in our door, they 
seem nowhere to be found. The 
world is turning around, when 
lies are said to be the truth, and 
truths said to be lies. There is no 
truth in this world. 

In his song, Truth in the world, 
Dube describes someone who, 
when the sun goes down,he is a 
hooligan, a witch. .. 

It's a bad habit for a man, to be 

just a liquor slave as seen in the 
intoxication of voters with liq­
uor, trying to please, everybody 
leading to trouble in every fam­
ily. 

It takes a million people to 
build up a good reputation, 
but it takes one stupid fool·to 
destroy everything they have 
done. Take it upon yourself to 
restore your nation's dignity 
by casting the right vote for all 
the leadership positions. Teach 
the world and teach them right 
RemembeI; they have got noth­
ing to lose, but you have got 
everything to lose. 
r end with this beautifullyr­

ics from Vanessa William's 
song Oh how the years go by, 
"In our times of trouble, we 
only had ourselves, nobody 
else, no one there to save us 
We had to save ourselves, and 

when the storms came through, 
they found me and you and 
when the sun would shine, it 
was yours and mine, yours and 
mine foreveL Wefight, we laugh, 
we cry, as the years go by. There 
were times we stumbled, they 
thought they had us down, we 
came around then, how we 
rolled and rambled, we got lost 
and we got found. Now we're 
back on solid ground. We took 
everything, all our times would 
bring. In this world of changes. 
When your heart is strong, you 
know you're not alone. In this 
world of strangers.All through 
the changes, the soul never dies, 
wefight, welaugh, weCl}[As the 
years go by. I'in there fOT you, 
and I kno.w you're therefor me'. 

Joel Innocent Odokonyero, 
Transitional Justice 
Practitioner, 
and Ethnographer. 

Have you been following the presidential campaigns? 

Juliet Tyero, Accountant 
I am not following. I don't 
vote. I am not interested in 
politics. I think our politics 
isjust a formality,the more 
money you have, the more 
likely you will win and that 
is how we have lost good 
leaders. 

Duncun Onen, 
Embryologist 
Yes,1 have been looking at 
the different manifestos and 
how they will impact me 
personally. I have read ~ e 
manifestos of the different 
presidential candidates_ 

Phoebe Ayebazibwe 
I do not participate in 
politics. 

Jambo Jerome, 
Gynaecologist 
I have little interest in 
politics. I only follow whatI 
feel is important to me. 
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