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Authorities say the ad­
justment of Makerere's 
graduat ion calendar is 
meant to avoid a clash 
with the busy election 
period. 

BYDAMALI MUKHAYE 

J3
Uary at M~erere University is 

. a beehive of activities, with 
. ilant students draped in gowns 
pose for photographs across the 

campus as they count down to their 
long-awaited graduation. 

Between January 13 and 17, the free­
dom Square at the top university in 
the country is norfuany'filled to capac­
ity; with thousands of graduands, par­
ents and guardians thronging the icon­
ic grounds, while nearby business own­
ers selling gowns,suits and offering pho­
tography services reap big from the sea­
son. 

BY this time of the year, anxiety among 
final-year students would typically be at 
its peak, attire purchased, photo shoots 
booked ang celebrations planned. 

Howeve; this year, the story is different 
as graduands,parents and business oper­
ators will have to wait a little longer after 
the university management and coun­
cil resolved to push the graduation cere­
monyto next month due to the national 
election calendar. 

The vice chancellor, Prof Barnabas 
NawangWe, told Daily Monitoryesterday 
that the graduation will now run from 
February 24 to 27. . 

. ~. National N'ews 

Polls: Makerere varsity 
postpones graduation 

The piOrieer class of the Master's in Strategic and Corporate Communication pose for a photo ahead of t heir gradua­
tion on January 17, 2025. PHOTO/SYLVIA KA TUSHABE 

The deputy chief of public relations,Ms 
Eunice Rukundo, explained that despite 
the extension, the university is on course 
to hold its 76th graduation ceremony. 
. "Traditionally, Makerere has held its 
graduations in January.For instance, the 
75th graduation was conducted from 
January 13 to 17, 202$. Howeve; the 76th 
graduation will be held from February 

24 to 27,2026,"Mr Rukundo said. 
She stressed that this adjustment has 

been made to accommodate the upcom­
ing general election. 

Last minute preparations 
Mr Rukundo added that the prepara­

tions for the graduation ceremony are 
underway. "Official communication, in-

eluding the graduation programme, 
will be issued within the course of this 
month to inform the public and enable 
all participating stakeholders to prepare 
adequat~she said. 

The revelation comes barely three days 
to the start of the national eJ.ections, 
which kick off on Thursday with the 
presidential and parliamentary polls. 

These will be followed by subsequent 
electoral activities for other categories 
ofleaders across the country,in line with 
the natio,!llli electOral roadmap. 

The adjustment of Makerere's grad­
uation calendar is; therefore, meant to 
avoid a clash with the busy election pe­
riod, which is expected to attract height­
ened security,traffic,and nationwidemo­
bilisation. 

Makerere is not the only institution 
whose schedule has been affected by the 
electoral roadmap. 

Some sources indicated that several 
NGOs and private entities have to date 
not reopened after the Christmas break, 
with some employees saying their work­
places will resume full operations only 
after the elections are concluded. 

Likewise, a number of people who trav­
elled upcountry for Christmas have not 
yet returned, with many indicating they 
will come back after the polls. 

Meanwhile, although the elections 
have affected the graduation dates, the 
reopening dates for continuing stu­
dents remain unchanged. Prof Barnabas 
Nawangwe said continuing students will 
report back on January 24. 

Makerere usually passes out more than 
13,000 students including those of its af­
filiation institute, Makerere '(,.~ersity 
Business Schools (M~ based in Naka­
wa,Kampala 
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'Kazinda case: Court to decide 
if unsigne,djudgement is va,lid 
BY JULIETKIGONGO 

KAMPALA. The Supreme Court 
has been asked to determine whether 
an appeal filed by the Attorney Gener­
al against a Constitutional Courtjudg­
ment involving jailed former Office of 
the Prime Minister principal account­
ant Geoffrey Kazinda is legally valid, af­
terit emerged that one of the judges who 
heard the case did not sign thejudgmenl 

The matter came up before a panel of 
Supreme Court justices led by Chief Jus­
tice Alfonse OWiny-Dollo, alongside Jus­
tices Lillian Tibatemwa-Ekirikubinza, 
Percy Night Tuhaise, Elizabeth Musoke, 
Catherine Bamugemereire,Anna Muge­
nyi,and Christopher Madrama 

Kazinda was represented by his lawye; 
Richard Ornongole. 

At the hearing, the court noted that al­
though Kazinda's Constitutional Court 
petition had been heard by a panel of 
five justices, the judgment forwarded to 
the Supreme Court carried onlyfour sep­
arate opinions. The opinion of Justice 
Ezekiel Muhanguzi was missing. 

Justice Tibatemwa explained that Jus­
tice Muhanguzi did not deliver or ap­
pend his opinion because he had since 
been elevat~d to the Supreme Court at 
the time the Constitutional Courtjudg­
ment was being finalised. 

"This court has been confronted with a 
fundamental question," Justice TIbatem­
wa said. "What is the legal effect of ajudg­
ment signed by fewer justices than those 
who heard the matter?" 

The court observed that the issue was 

central to the pending appeal, as its deter­
mination would affect the composition 
and competence of the panel whose deci­
sion is being challenged. 

The kf!\] questionfrarned bythejustices 
was whether a judgment authored and 

. signed by fewer judges than those who 
heam the petition is legally binding and 
capable of supporting an appeal. . 

In response, the Director of Civil litiga­
tion at the Attorney General's chambers, : 
Richard Adrole,sought more time to pre- . 
pare and address the issue thus request­
ingtwo days to file a submission. 

"We are not prepared to respond to 
this question at the moment. We seek 
two days to file written submissions,"Mr 
Adrole told court. 

The request drew a sharp response 
from the Chief Justice, who questioned 
the need for additional time. 

"I have fi owed these proceedings on­
line,"the Chief Justice said. "Why would 
counsel require such a long period to : 
address a question oflaw where ajudge ;­
does not contnbute to ajudgment of the 
court? This is not a matter of evidence. It 
is purely a question oflaw." 

Kazinda has. also challenged the At­
torney General's appeal On procedur- • 
al grounds, arguing that it was filed out- . 
side the constitutionally prescnbed 60- . 
day period. _ 

Through his lawyer Ornongole,Kazin- : 
dqstates that he remains in prison on the 
basis of an appeal that was lodged out of 
time and should be struck out. 

Thejustices directed both parties to file 
written submissions addressing the legal 
effect of the missingjudge'sopinion. 

IN JAIL 

Kazindais 
current­
Iyservinga 
25-year pri­
son sentence 
forcorrup­
tion-related 
offences. 
He main­
tains that the 
Constitu­
t ional Court 
halted any 
further pro­
secutions 
arising from 
t he same 
facts that led 
to his convic­
tion, a posi­
t ion that re­
mains at the 
centre ofthe 
ongoing legal 
battle. 

Unnever is one of the world 's leading FMCGs with more than 400 brands focused on unlocking health and 
wellbeing. We are the proud producers of brands like Vaseline. Royco. Geisha and Omo that have been 
part of Ugandan household for decades. 

In our never-ending pursuit to serve our customers and shoppers better. we are looking for partners 
interested in managing distribution in Uganda for the regions both Upcountry and in the Central Business 
Districts. We are looking forward to working with purpose driven partners who are paSSionate about our 
c ountry of Uganda. passionate about growing their business and passionate about positively impacting 
and delighting our Ugandan Consumers with great brands and exceptional service. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO BECOME 
PART OF THE TEAM? 

Be a reputable operating company 
Provide a brief company and director's profile. 
copies of IDs, references from business 
associates. copies of company registration 
documents Le .• Certificate of Incorporation. 
Trading License. Tax clearance certificate and 
Income Tax certificate. withholding exemption 
certificate. particulars of directors. 

Demonstrate financial stabiftiy 
Ability to raise worldng capital between UGX 
500M and UGX 1.5bn. Ability to secure a bank 
guarantee from a reputable bank; and provide 
bank statements for the last 6 months. 

Demonstrate Customer Satisfaction Capabntiy 
Demonstrate prior experience in distribution. 
understanding of Route to Market models. 
IT/technology tools. point of sale software. 
inventory management tools and capabilit[es 

Be fact-driven 
Openness. readiness and capacity to run a 
dato-driven. transparent joint business to deliver 
growth 

Please send your application with the above 
requirements by or before 23"' January 2026 at 
5pm addressed to: 

Your appf1cation must bear the followi g 
documents: 

1. Certificate of incorporation 
2. Tax clearance certificate 
3. Particulars of Directors and their IDs 
4. Company profile 
5. Bank statement (6 months) 
6. References from reputable business partners 
7. Audited financial statements 

Submit to 
Customer Development Excellence Manager 
Unilever Uganda Limited 
DFCU TGwers. 5th Floor. Plot 26 Kyadondo Road. 
Nakasero 
P.O. Box 3515. Kampala. Uganda 

OR via email as below: 
Mark Email Subject: UNILEVER DISTRIBUTOR ' 
APPLICATION - Quoting the region of preference 

Email: CDfxcelience.Uganda@unilever.com 

Applications will be accepted via email; howev­
er shortlisted candidates must be ready to avail 
original documen1s upon request. 
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