
Kibirige in Indian PGTI meet 
Ugandan golfer Marvin 
Kibirige has travelled to 
India, hoping to qualify for 
major tournaments through 
the Professional Golf Tour 
of India (PGTI) Qualifying 
School. 

Fueled by Equity Bank's 
$2000 (sh7.2m) contribution 
for his travel expenses, Mary 
Louise Simkins Memorial 
Golf Course c1\.!b's profes­
"Sion?l Kibirige will navigate 
his dream through three 
pre-qualifying stages (36 
holes for each stage) at tile 
Kensville Golf & Country 
Club,AJunedabad,starting 
January 16. The Q-School 
will be conducted in two 
stages of stroke play, with 
three 36-hole rounds on 
January 17-18,20-21, and 
23-24. His Indian outing 
marks a pivotal moment not 
just in one player's career J 

but in the broader journey of 
Ugandan golf qnto the global 
stage in the high-stakes 
qualifying event that serves 
as a gateway to some of the 
world's most competitive 
professional tours. This is 
the second time Kibirige is 
venturing into international 
tour events, having tried 

his luck earlier in several 
Sunshine Tour events in 
Zimbabwe. The Qualifying 
School is where careers are 
either launched or de-
layed. Perform well, and a 
player earns ·status on major 
regional and global tours, 
unlocking regular competi­
tion, world ranking points, 
and sustainable professional 
income. With competitions 
in Uganda few and far be­
tween, this pathway is trans­
formative. Speaking during 
the handover, the Head of 
Marketing and Communica­
tions at Equity Bank, Clare 
Tumwesigye, noted that the 
bank. sees Kibirige's journey 
as mirroring its own mission. 

"As a bank, our promise 
is to transform lives, and we 
are doing this with Kibirige," 
she said. "He has a dream 
of playing at the top golf 
events in the world, and we 
want to journey with him in 
achieving this dream." 

For Kibirige, who grew 
up on the Namulonge Golf 
Course, the moment carried 
deep persona} meaning. 

A former caddie who 
learned the game by watch­
ing 'others play, he has risen 
through sheer persistence 
and self-drive. 

. v 

Tuesday. January 13. 2026 35 

Ugandan teens tame South Africa in Gayanza AFCON fever on 
.~y..~!!~~~~ .. ~!~~~~~ ....................................... . Uganda's Under-IS girls' baseball team 

showcased outstanding talent, winning 
the series 5-1 against their South African 
counterparts. 

InternatioMI Baseball Friendly 
Uganda 5 South Africa 1 

Uganda's victory over South Africa in the 
international Under-IS girls' baseball se­
ries Ii.as boosted the Uganda Baseball and 
Softball Association's (UBASA) confidence 
to compete in major global competitions, 
including the Women's Baseball World 
Cup and the Olympic Games. 

The hosts opened the series with an 
8- 4 victory before South Africa respond­
ed with a narrow 6-5 win in the sec-
ond game of the opening day. Uganda 
bounced back strongly on day two, 
recording a dominant 18-4 victory in the 
only game played. 

The four-day international friendly 
series, dubbed Women Baseball Rising 
Stars, was held at the Uganda-Japan 
Friendship National Stadium in Gayaza 
and also highlighted Uganda's growing 
capacity to organize, prepare, an.d admin­
ister major international tournaments. 

On day three, Uganda continued their 
impressive run. securing convincing 12-7 

, and 12-1 wins. The series climaxed on 
Saturday, with Uganda sealing a 7-4 vic­

. tory to. wrap up a successful campaign. 
UBASA president John Bosco $sempa 

praised the long-standing relauonship 
between Uganda and South Africa. 

WOMEN ATHlETICS BACK 
.~y'.~!!y'~~ .. ~.~~~.~.~ ...................... . 

U
gandan female athletes 
wrote a historic new 
chapter in the country's 
athletics story, delivering 

a breakthrough performance 
at the World Cross Country 
Championships held on Sat­
urday in T~ahassee, Florida, 
USA. , 

For the first time, Ugandan 
women won individual medals 
at the World Cross Country 
Championships, a milestone 
that signals a long-awaited 
rise of female athletics on the 
global stage. 

The moment of history came 
through Joy Cheptoyek, who 
grabbed a silver medal in the 
senior category, becoming the 
first Ugandan seni2r female 
athlete to win an iIi.dividual 
medal at this level. Her perfor­
mance was not just a personal 
triumph but also a national 
breakthrough. 

Cherop shines 
In the junior category, Char­

ity Cherop delivered another 
remarkable result, claiming 
bronze and becoming the first 
Ugandan athlete to break the 
long-standing individual dom­
inance of Kenya and Ethiopia 
in junior women's bracket. 

The team performances were 
equally historic. Uganda's 
first-ever World Cross Coun­
try team gold medal, after four 
of the five athletes finished 
inside the top ten, amassing a 
remarkable 29 points. Mean­
while, the senior women's 
team secured bronze with 37 
points; further underlining 
Uganda is growing depth in 
women's distance running. 

For close followers of 
athletics, this success did not 
come as a shock. The junior 
athletes been steadily building 
their careers, improving year 

after year through disciplined 
development and consistent 
exposure to top-level 
competition. 

Overall, Uganda returned 
home with seven medals, four 
from women and three from 
women, a clear indication that 
female athletes significantly 
raised their level at this 
championship and are closing 
the historical gap. 

Huge challenge 
While celebrating the 

success, serious concerns 
remain about the protection 
and long-term welfare of 
female athletes, particularly 
juniors. Issues such as 
exploitation by management, 
early marriages, unplanned 
pregnanCies, and doping 
continue to threaten 
promising careers. 

Uganda Athletics (UA) pres­
ident Dominic Otucet praised 
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the athletes for their historic 
achievement but issued a 
stem warning to exploitative 
individuals and management. 

"I know managers have 
interest, but I urge them to 
desist from pushing these 
athletes into marathons at an 
early stage. Many are excited 
by their perfopnances, but 
they are not ready yet," said 
Otucet. 

He promised programs 
aimed specifically at guiding 
female athletes on career 
development, education, 
and marriage, ensuring that 
success on the track does 
not come at the cost of their 
future. 

"I want to warn those wick­
ed men who trap our junior 
athletes into marriage, the 
law will catch you. Whether 
you are from Sebei or Kenya, 
stay away from our junior 
athletes," Otucet said angrily. 
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Of course, Morocco can 
still do with more attack-
ing options. But if Diaz 
continues his current vein of 
form, it will be hard to look 
beyond a place in the final. 

The 26-year-old thrives 
in tight spaces, using quick 
feet and intelligent move­
ment to unlock defences. 

Morocco are under pres­
sure to win the Africa Cup 
of Nations in front of their 
fans, half a century after 
their last continental title. 

And despite criticism for 
their displays and doubts as 
to whether they can handle 
the weight of expectation, 
the Atlas Lions are still 
on course to achieve their 
objective. 

For all the criticism, 
against Cameroon, Morocco 
finally looked like poten­
tial champions. There was 
something more like the 
Morocco side that reached 
the semi-finals of the 2022 
World Cup. The Atlas Lions 
were fluent, composed and 
played with maturity. 

For years, Nigeria's 
attacking identity has often 
revolved around Victor Osi­
mhen. While his presence 
remains central, the emer­
gence of Akor Adams will 
present a different threat for 
the hosts. 

Just as they did against Al­
geria, Nigeria will set out to 
impose a higher tempo and -=r 
physical intensity, pressing 
Morocco aggressively in 
midfield and forcing turno-
vers in a bid to disrupt the 
North Africans' rhythm. The 
Super Eagles will try to be 
quicker to second balls and 
more decisiv~ in transi-
tions. This approach limited 
Algeria's ability to build 
sustained possession or play 
through the middle. 

Nigerial will, however, be 
without their captain Wilfred 
Ndidi, who is suspended. 

In their 12th meeting, Mo­
rocco hold the upper hand 
with six wins to Nigeria's . 
three and two draws. 

Salah peaks 
Wednesday's other 

semi-final in Tangiers 
between Egypt and Senegal' 
is a repeat of the 2022 final, 
which the Lions of Teranga 
won on penalties. Senegal, 
ranked second in Africa and 
19th in the world, were seen 
as the biggest threat to Mo­
rocco before the tournament 
and stand one game away 
from a third final appear-
ance in four editions. They "N­
have an experienced side 
which includes Mane, who 
will come up against his old 
Liverpool teammate Salah. 
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