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FIRST LADY ASKS BUSOGA WOMEN UNITE 
By George Bita 
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The First Lady, Mrs Janet Museveni, 
has called upon Busoga women to 
embrace unity at home as an avenue 
to champion development in the sub­
region and beyond. 

According to Mrs Museveni, also 
the education and spons minister, 
culturally the home is the engine 
moving every society, whereby 
persons therein rely on each other in 
the spirit of-co-existence. 

'She observed that unity among 
Busoga women should be well 
exhibited for the locals to prosper. 

"Unfortunately, the women leaders 
of Busoga keep being disunited. Yet 
without the women leaders, homes 
cannot be referred to as true abodes 
worth the name," Mrs Museveni 
stressed. 
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Kazibwe Nalgaga 
(seated, second­
left) and the team 
lead of NRM's 
BU50ga region co­
ordinating team 
that was tasked 
with campaigning 
for Museveni 
together with 
Kisaka (seated­
left) with 
captains of 
various districts 
under Neyendelre 
Development 
Initiative after 
a mobilisation 
meeting at 
Kiyunga 
Secondary School 
In Luuka district 

She criticised last Saturday's display 
of disunity when Rebecca Kadaga and 
Persis Namuganza shunned a Busoga 
leaders' meeting with President 
Yoweri Museveni at Iganga SS, saying 
it was really uncalled for. 
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'~In a home without a wife who is 
actually the main pillar, visitors are 
scarce. The stability of'such ' a place 
is also questionable, just like Busoga 

. will appear to be when women start 
staying away from home meetings," 
the First Lady s,aid in a speech 
delivered by Senior Presidential 
Advisor on health and population, Dr 
Specioza Wandira Kazibwe. 

Kazibwe, also a former vice­
president, was representing 
Mrs . Museveni during a meeting 
yesterday for Neyendeire; Build 
Smart Homesteads, a women's group 
that brings together members from 
the 11 districts of Busoga. 

The meeting that bfought together 
hundreds of women participants took -
place at Kiyun2k Secondary School in. 
Kiyunga town:luuka district. . 

"-If we do not work to put our house 

(Busoga) in order, the sub-region 
will slide into oblivion. More like a 
beheaded person since the headship 
would have been rendered irrelevant 
over disunity," she warned. 

She advised that although Busoga 
women may inevitably have 
squabbles with their neighbours, · 
bringing the quarrels in public is a 
tum-off. 

"We women have religiously 
supported the National Resistance 
Movement (NRM) that brings 
together even people previously 
talking ill of the ruling party. In 
the same spirit, we should learn 
to forgive and live in harmony for ~ 
development's sake," Mrs Museveni· 
implored. \ 

She thanked former Kampala 
Capital City AuthOrity (KCCA) 
executive director Dorothy Kisaka 

for championing the Neyendeire 
Development Initiative, which is 
working to uplift the livelihood of 
women in Busoga. . 

Mrs MlfSeveni reminded the women 
of Busoga that just as they have 
always done in the past, they should 
overwhelmingly entrust their votes 
to the ruling party flag-bearers, who 
include President Y oweri Museveni. 

The establishment, bringing 
together 430 households comprising 
a membership of over 4,500 work 
with district leaders hips empowering 
women in saving, good feeding, 
cleanliness and hygiene. 

Kisaka recounted that the grouping 
was started in 2015 as a development 
undertaking for Busoga with a focus 
on smart homesteads. 

"The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of all wisdom. So, we had 

our God at the helm as our guide 
and we have a lot to praise him for," 
Kisaka noted. 

Kisaka revealed that Neyendeire 
has also helped score political capital 
by having women convince hitherto 
opposition-affiliated politicians to 
cross to the ruling party. 

"Madam, chief guest, I am honoured 
to present to you three formerly 
staunch opposition leaders from 
Kaliro district who defected to NRM. 
These include Charles Wambuzi, 
Ivan Musasizi and Ronald Talire," 
Kisaka said to applause as the trio 
moved to shake hands with Former 
vice-president Kazibwe. 

The Rev. Can. Moses Lazarus 
Dhikange, the archdeacon of Kiyunga 
archdeaconry, urged women, as key 
stakeholders of homes, to help their 
children become responsible citizens. 

"It is time we concentrated 
on helping children use proper 
language, respect elders and do 
house chores. Why should a parent 
walk home and the child starts giving 
him or her tasks as if the parent is 
a house help or surboordinate?" 
Dhikange wondered. 

He added that poor parenting is 
what makes children jump on any 
bandwagon, including questionable 
political followings that may spell 
doom for a country. 

"Tell your children to cherish 
peace and those who are youthful 
to vote wisely to sustain the peace 

.we are _ enjoying now. It is time 
to also caution our children to 
steer clear of unla~l assemblies, 
including protests tbfit may prove 
risky to their lives," Dhikange 
implored. 
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The Minister for the 
PreSidency, Milly Babalanda, 
has appealed to single mothers 
across the country to embrace 
govemment wealth-creation 

Single mothers urged to tap govt programmes noted that, despite the 
existence of several 
government programmes, 

. programmes as' a pathway to 
improving household incomes 
and securing the welfare of 
therr children. 

Speaking during a meeting 
with leaders of single mothers 
at her country home in 
Buyende district on Thursday, 
Babalanda said government 
programmes, such as the Parish 
Development Model (PDM) 
and Emyooga are designed to 
support all Ugandans without 
discrimination and can be 
leveraged by single mothers to 
overcome economic hardship. 

"We have programmes like 
PDM and Emy'poga. Encourage 
tl).ese women :to make use of 

them so that ' they can improve 
their incomes and take care of 

. their families," Babalanda said. 
She added that where gaps 

exist, government is willing 
fo provide additional support 
to ensure vulnerable groups, 
including single mothers, are 
not left behind. 

The appeal came as leaders 
of single mothers presented 
a petition highlightirig the 
challenges facing women 
rarsmg families on their 
own. Winfred Nassanga, the 
president of single mothers 
in Uganda, said many single 
mothers lack stable sources 
of income, yet shoulder the 
responsibility of feeding and 
educating their children. 
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., In response, Babalanda 
reassured the mothers 
that government 
programmes are open to 
all and do not 
discriminate, urqlng 
leaders to mobilise women 
at the qrassroots to 
partiCipate. 

"Most single mothers do not 
have any reliable income, but 
they still have to provide food, 
school fees and other basic 
needs," Nassanga said. 

She also raised concern 
over wid~pread . cases of 
property grabbing, pa~cularly 
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affecting widows, where 
in-laws allegedly 
seize land, homes and 
businesses following the 
death of a husband. 

"Some mothers 
everything after 
their husbands. 
in-laws grab land, 
houses and 

businesses, leaving 
them vulnerable," 
Nassanga said, 
calling for stronger 
protection of 

women's property 
rights. 

N a ssanga 
further 

many single mothers remain 
excluded due to difficulties 
in meeting enrolment 
requirements. She called for 
affirmative action to ensure 
greater inclusion. 

In response, Babalanda 
reassured the mothers that 
government programmes 
are open to all and do not 
discriminate, urging leaders 
to mobilise women at the 
grassroots to pa\ticipate. 

She also expressed concern 
about the growing number of 
single mothers in the country 
and called on religious 

leaders and communities 
to play' a role in .... 
addressing marital and 
family ;challenges that 
contribute to the trend. 


