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MDalanijuse~siij~~ Excel Soccer Academy targets global partnerships bolfe~~tforactio~ 
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Uganda Premier League The Entebbe Club Kabalaza 
Today The Excel Soccer Academy is Golf Championship will 
At 4pm determined to forge partner- set this year's golf calendar 
URA v UPPC ships that will continue to in motion on February 7, 

shape and sharpen Uganda's as part of another ac-
URA FC head coach Hussein 

- Mbalangu believes that the 
valuable lessons learned at the 
recently cOncluded' Mapinduzi 
Cup in Zanzibar make his 
side ready for his first Uganda 
Premier League (UPL) assign­
ment against UPPC today at 
Hamz Stadium Nakivubo. 

The Tax Collectors won 
one match; drew one and lost 
one during me Mapinduzi, 
exiting at the group stage, but 
Mbalangu says the experience 
was crucial in helping him 
understand his players while 
allowing them to adapt to his 
philosophy. 
~The Mapinduzi Cup helped 
me a lot. It was my first time 
working with the players and 
it gave me the opportunity to 
assess everyone," Mbalangu 
said. 

"The time we spent together 
in Zanzibar and afterwards 
helped us understand each 
other better, and now we are. 
ready for our first UPL game." . 

URA face a stem test against 
an in-form UPPC side current­
ly above them on the table, 
but Mbalangu is cdnfident 
home advantage will count. 

"It will be a tough game 
because UPPC have started 
me season strongly. They 
have good players and a good 
coach, but we are URA, we 
are playing at home and we 
must show it," he added. 

Mbalangu was appointed 
at the end of December to 
replace Alex Isabirye. 

future stars, after leading tion-packed calendar fea-
another"group of Ugandan turing over 45 tournaments 
youngsters on a learning trip spread across different 
in South Africa. The director clubs across the country. 
of Excel Soccer Academy The three-day champion-
Patrick Gwayambadde ship will start on Thursday, 
together with the Victorious February 5, with a pro-
Education Services Principle fessional's and a 54-hole 
Barbara Ofwono Buyondo amateur's event before the 
alongside some teachers led subsidiary event on Satur-
a contingent of about 25 to day. But this will be after 
Cape Town not only to engage the Entebbe JuniQr Open on 
in sport but also to explore January 30 and the MIN 
the city as well enhance the Monthly Tees tournament 
knowledge of the' students on January 24. Clubs like 
and also broaden their outlook in terms of us playing Cape tunity to experience the same. around Cape Town," she the Uganda Golf Club and 
towards their outside world. Town City Legends, one of the We hope to engage more noted. ' others would also have held 
"The school is one of the ' biggest academies in South teams in the future so that "So this was a very good their monthly competitions. 

schools that we work with, Africa, and the children did the children can have more eye-opener to the children, The Entebbe Ladies Open 
and it was so befitting for well, being that it was their engagement with the South some of them had never will follow suit on February 
the school to organise such first time having such an Africans." Ofwono Buyondo travelled outside East Africa, 28, the same month the 
an am'azing trip to give the exchange. said the children went to Cape so moving around and seeing Uganda Golf Union will 
children a different experience "But they enjoyed everything Town to learn, have fun, and what Cape Town has in terms hold its elective assembly, 
from what they are used to else that Cape Town had to of- enjoy the festive season. of culture, food, etc., was a February 27, after the Stan-
in Uganda," Gwayambadde fer, so moving forward, I think "The children went sightsee- new experience for them and bic Match Play qualifier and 
said after the team returned t.O we will make this an annual ing, they engaged in sports by the time we were finishing . the MIN February Tees on 
the country, Sunday morning. program so that many other like swimming and football the tour, they had gotten used February 14 and February 
"There was a lot of exchange children can have an oppor- and learnt many things to the system and culture". 21, respectively. 

MUlINDWKS OKEllO GAMBl[ PAYS orr 
Continued from page 36 

Last week, Vipers sold the 
playmaker to Tanzanian 
giants Yanga in a deal worth 
more than shib. This is 
the definition of winning 
a jackpot. Technic3lly, 

Mulindwa got Okello for 
naught because sign-on 
fees are typically part of 
anyJootball transfer, and he 
flipped him for an amount 
17 times the value -of the 
prize money for winning the 
Uganda Premier League. 

And by the way, Okello ' 
helped Vipers win that 
too, as well as the Uganda 
Cup- topping all scorers 
during the 2024/25 season. 

o wonder Mulindwa was 
so content with Okello, he 
saw no reason to stand in 
his way when Yanga made 
its offer. 

"Okello did everything 
we needed him to do for 
Vipers," Mulindwa said. "I 
had no reason to prevent his 
transfer." 

It is a fascinating win-win 
story ... unless, of course, you 
are KCCA Pc. As Okello 
goes from glory to glory, 
Council look worse and 
worse. KCCA are supposed 
to ~e in this lucrative 
position. They are supposed 
to be selling Okello to 
Yanga. They are the ones 

we should. be praising for 
business acumen. Instead, 
they are now a cautionary tale 
about the dangers of letting 
big money slip through your 
fingers. TWice, in fact. 

Remember, KCCA botched 
Okello's transfer to FC Zurich 
seven years ago. The club 
refused to sell the player for 
the $100,000 offered by the 
Swiss giants because they 
thought it was below his 
value. Months later, they sold 
him to Paradou for $40,000. 

You would have imagined 
they had learnt their lesson 
when they took him back 
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in 2022. Yet when Okello 
wanted a new contract in 
2023, they failed to come to 
terms, insisting, among other 
things, that he must undergo 
knee surgery. 

Okello refused. They let him 
go to Vipers. For free. 
If you need evidence as to 

why KCCA have not won the 
league title in seven season , 
look no further than the 
Okello fiasco. KCCA are a club 
suffering under the lethargy of 
institutional misdirection. and 
it is no wonder Okello slipped 
through their fingers while 
they congratulated themselves 

for dodging a bullet. 
KCCA thought Mulindwa 

. had misfired on an injured 
Okello, but he was right 
on target, or, rather, on 
the money. Mulindwa saw 
immense opportunity where 
KCCA saw only danger. He 
understood that all Okello 
needed was a conducive 
environment, beginning with 
the careful rehabilitation 
of his knee. KCCA had 
insisted on knee surgery 
as a precondition for a new 
contract. 

Mulindwa was willing to 
rebuild OkeIlo's knee through 
months-long therapy, which 
was the player's preference. 

Mulindwa saw Okello as 
a special player, a special 
inve~trnent worth all the 
trouble. He knew that if 
Okello ever recovered, he 
would make up for all the 
time, treasure and trouble 
invested in him. 

That son of knowledge can 
only come from years of doing 
such deals. And, of course, 

lulindwa has that, having 
built a fortune from the sales 
of players like Farouk Miya, 
Ceasar Mandzoki, Bobosi 
Byaruhanga and Moses 
Waiswa. He knows the 
game has money. And that 
sometimes that money comes 
walking on a dodgy knee and 
a little uncertainty. 

The two-nation Victoria 
Cup between Uganda and 
Kenya will be the highlight 
tournament in March, to 
be held at Entebbe Club, 
March 5-7, alongSide the 
I&M Golf Series and the 
Stanbic Match Play's first 
round, still in Entebbe. The 
Uganda Seniors Golf Socie­
ty (USGS) Western Region 
tournament at Mbarara 
Sports Club, the Elgon 
Open at Mbale Sports 
Club, and the Rwenzori 
Open at Tooro Club are all 
scheduied for March. The 
first round of the Pearl of 
Africa Golf Series and the 
Presidents Cup in Entebbe 
on April 4 and April 25 
are the major tournaments 
in the month, alongside 
the Kilembe Mines Ladies 
Open, the Kitante Open, 
and the Tororo Opens, all 
scheduled for the same 
month. In May, golfers 
will head north for the Lira 
Open, May 7-9, before the 
Absa Captain's Bell tourna­
ment at the UGC on May 
13-16, before the Namu­
longe and Mbale ·Ladies 
Opens on May 23 and May 
30, respectively. The Pearl 
of Africa Golf Series second 
leg at the Lugazi Hills Golf 
and Country Club will be 
held on June 24-27 after " 
the West ile Open and the 
amateur tour to be held on 
June 13. The Palm Valley 
open on June 27 will close 
the month's action before a 
.busy July in which II tour-
naments are scheduled. ..~ 
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