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Free vocational education is timely intervention 
rHE announcement of the Government's plan to make 
locational education free for all learners is a timely 
ntervention to curb the high rate of youth unemployment. EDITORIAL directly addresses the mismatch between education 

and jobs. Construction, manufacturing, agriculture, oil 
arid gas, transport, and small-scale industry all require 
artisans, technicians and technologists. By r~moving tuition 
and assessment costs in TVET, the Government will be 
removing the biggest barrier that has kept poor but capable 

COmmissioning the new Uganda Vocational and Technical 
\ssessment Board headquarters on Friday, the First Lady 
md Minister of Education and Sports, Mrs Janet Museveni, 
;aid the 'Government has committed to roll out a free access 
)rograrnme at the Technical Vocational ~ducation and 
['raining (TVEI) level for all Ugandans who wish to enrol. 
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, youth out of skills training . 
The success of the 19 presidential skilling hubs, which 

have .. graduatep over 82,000 young people in three years, 
proves the point. These are not waiting for office jobs. Many 
are self-employed. Scaling this impact nationally through 
free TVET could transform livelihoods, especially in rural 
areas where unemployment and underemployment are 
most severe. 

This is. necessary for millions of young people locked out 
)f meaningful work despite years spent in classrooms. 
For nearly three decactes;tlniversal Primary Education' 

las increased access to basic schooling and lifted literacy 
evels nationwide. Yet education without employable 
;kills has produced a paradox of a youthful, educated 
)opulation with limited opportunities. Each year, hundreds 
)f thousands of young Ugandans join the labour market, 
mt the formal economy cannot absorb many of them. The 
!O24 national populationa census revealed that over 5:rO/o of 
roung people (15-2:9 years) were neither in employment nor 
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in education or training, literally meaning that more than 
half are unemployed. The result is frustration and wasted 
potential. Therefore, free vocational education will offer a 
practical path out of this trap. 

As a country, we do not suffer from a shortage of work; 
we suffer from a shortage of skilled hands. Skills training 

However, access alone is not enough. The Government 
must match free training with adequate investment in 
infrastructure, trainers, equipment and student welfare. It 
is obvious that demand will surge once fees are removed. 
Without careful planning, overcrowding and compromised 
quality could undermine the objective of free training. 
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ast Thursday, our religiOUS leaders 
united under -the Inter-Religiqus 
Council of Uganda (IRCU), issued 
a pastoral letter calling upon 

gandans to act responsibly, 
Jeacefully an.d with the national interest at 
leart during tJ:tis election period. 
As a peace-loving Ugandan, I commend 

he men and women of faith for tills . 
imely and patriotic message. It serves as 
I sobering reminder of our collective duty 
o safeguard a country that has travelled a 
ong and difficult road. 
Ugahda's history is marked by decades 

Jf instability that stalled development and 
;hattered lives. The peace we enjoy today 
.vas neither accidental nor cheap. 
The IRCU message reinforces the appeal 

~epeatedly made by our liberator and the 
'ountain of Uganda's peace, President J 

'{ oweri Museveni, urging citizens to steer 
:lear of violence, destructive protests and 
lisorder. As I wrote in these pages last 
.veek, elections are the embodiment of 
Jur democratic jourriey. They offer every 
Jgandan the right of self-determination 
hrough choosing leaders of their 
Jreference. 
However; democracy thrives on respect 

Dr the will of the majority. Those who 
:10 not prevail at the ballot must exercise 
:ivility, accept outcomes peacefully, and 
rub ordinate personal disappointment to 
he greater national good. 
It is illogical - a.p.d inaeed self-defeating 

- for anyone to respond to unfavourable 
~esults with -anger, destruction and chaos. 
Violence shatters dreams, destroys 

ivelihoods, breaks relationships and, 
It the national level, reverses years of 
Jrogress. It takes immense time, sacrifice 
md resources to build a nation. 
The cost of rebuilding becomes even 

leavier for a country like ours that 
Jpera'-~ within a constrained resource 
~nvelope. For tills reason, we must 
ea10usly gl'ard the unity, stability and 
;ecurity gains built pamstakingly over the 
ast four decades. 

:OMMENDABLE GAINS IN PEACE, SECURITY 
t\fter years of unrest and uncertainty, 
J ganda has enjoyed uninterrupted peace 
md stability since 1986. 
This peace was secured through sacrifice 

md struggle. 

Embrace peaceful elections to protect 
our hard-won peace, security gains 

We, therefore, owe it to the liberators - and to ~ 
future generations - to preserve it so that our 
children and grandchildren can thrive on a firm 
foundation of tranquillity entrenched by the National 
Resistance Movement (NRM) Governrnent. 

The curren! polls, beginning with the presidential 
and parliamentary elections this Thursday, mark the 
final phase of the present political term, which will 
culminate in the swearing-in of the next president 
in May. I take this opportunity to commend the 
Governrnent for prioritising national security 
throughout this term, enabling l}ganda to remain 
stable in the face of both internal and external 
threats. Our security forces have secured national 
borders while registering major milestones in internal 
security. _ 

These include the significant reduction 
of cattle theft in Teso, Lango and ..... I!JIIII! 
Karamoja, successful disarmament 
and anti-stock theft operations in 
Karamoja, the orderly relocation of 
the Balaalo, and sustained counter­
terrorism operations that have kept 
Ugandans safe. 

The Uganda People's Defence 
Forces (UPDF) have also built 
capacity to respond to emerging cyber 
threats, reflecting the evolving nature 
of security challenges in the modem 

,world. 

EFFORTS THAT HAVE 
YIELDED RESULTS 
These interventions 
have borne fruit. The 
annual crime rate 
reduced from 524 to 

501 per 100,000 people between 2022 and 
2023. 

In Greater Kampala, 'Operation Tokoora' 
helped neutralise criminal gangs, while 
the UPDF continued to support key 
agencies including the Uganda Police 
Force, Uganda Wildlife Authority, Uganda 
Revenue Authority, Immigration, National 
Identification and Registration Authority, 
National Forestry AuthOrity and Uganda 
Civil Aviation Authority. 

These figures demonstrate one clear 
truth: our gallant security officers are ready, 
vigilant and capable of protecting Ugandans 
and their property. 

As citizens, our responsibility is to act 
responsibly and not undermine these efforts 
through avoidable disorder. 

INVESTMENTS IN SECURITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
The Governrnent has continued to invest 
heavily in modem security infrastructure. 

During tills term, Uganda rolled out 
CCTV coverage, established a modem 
forensic laboratory, undertook nationwide 
firearm fingerprinting, and deployed 
security personnel and Local Defence Unit 

personnel in industrial parks and factories. 
To enhance the operational readiness 

of the UPDF, over 63,000 personnel 
were trained locally and abroad, while 
more than 11,000 underwent mission­
specific training for deployment under 

battle groups and United Nations Guard 

Units. The Uganda Police Force also received 
additional recruitment and training, raising 
personnel strength to over 47,000 officers by 
November 2024. With a national population 
of approximately 45.9 million, the police-to­
population ratio now stands at 1 :976 . 

STRENGTHENING STRATEGIC CAPACITY 
The Governrnent, through the National 
Enterprise Corporation, has also invested in 
defence-related industries to professionalise 
the army and reduce dependence on imported 
military equipment. 

Today, Luwero Industries Limited produces 
and refurbishes military hardware, while 
partnerships such as the helicopter maintenance 
facility at Nakasongola Air Base and the 
NEC-STREIT armoured vehicle plant have 
strengthened Uganda's strategic capacity. 

These achievements are not meant to intimidate 
any Ugandan. Their sole purpose is to guarantee 
safety, stability and the freedom for every citizen 
to exercise their constitutional rights without fear. 

A CALL TO RESPONSIBLE CITIZENSHIP 
I, therefore, call upon all Ugandans to tum up in 
large numbers and participate peacefully in tills 
important democratic exercise. 

Let us reject violence, respect one another, and 
protect the peace we have built together. 

For God and my country. 

The writer is the Minister 
for the Presidency 

Uganda's history is marked by decades 
-of instability that stalled development 
and shattered lives. The peace we enjoy 
today was neither accidental nor cheap. 
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