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Opinion 

Why credible 
elections matter 

-ne arrival of genera­
tive Artificial intel­
ligence (AI) over the 
past five years has led 

to an explosion in the number 
of types of short videos on the 
Internet. Videos of cats driving 
cars,people dancing on the 
moon, or heads of state ofrival 
nations locked in an embrace 
started as an amusing novelty, 
but are now becoming a pub-

. lic nuisance. Some AI videos, 
however, are sO lifelike that it 
takes an expert eye to tell the 
real from the fake. 

AI-generated videos inevita­
bly lead me to the crisis with 
general elections in Uganda. 

Free and fair elections are of­
ten cast as a right for citizens, 
a noble ex~e in which they 
are encouraged to take part. 
But there is a more serious and 
practical dimension to this. 

This week, incidents ofvio-

Two significant 
milestones still· 
elude Uganda: 
peaceful trans­
fer of power ~ 
and an uncon­
tested general 
election. 

lence and unrest were report­
ed by the media in Luweero, 
Butambala, Kayunga,Naka­
songola,Masaka, and parts of 
Kampala like Makindye and 
Katwe. This was after results 
for wme of the parliamenta­
ry seats were announced or 
were in the process of being 
announc~d. 

It's easy to dismiss these as 
isolated acts by hooligans. The 
truth is more nuanced. Politics 
has become easily the most fi­
nancially rewarding industry 
in Uganda The five-year elec­
tion cycle is not just an oppor­
tunity to vent out frustration 
and choose one's leaders. 

It is the biggest chance for up­
ward mobility and income for 
tens ofthouscmds of people, 
from candidates to campaign 
managers,service providers, 
events managers,campaign 
agents, and others. As elec-
tive politics has become high­
stakes,so have come the risks 
of disputed elections. 

We saw this during the NRM 
party primaries last year, with 
violence, bribery, and a large 
number of election petitions. 

Those who are rigged out or 

who feel rigged out will not 
take this injustice passively in 
the way the general popula­
tiondoes. 

When a c didate is rigged 
out, apart from the anger and 
bitterness this creates,people's 
lives are ruined. 

The high stakes ofUganda's 
presidential and parliamenta­
ry elections make all the more 
important the need to organ­
ise efficient elections and have 
an honest and accurate tally. 

After billions of shillings are 
sunk into a campaign season, 
the idea that expensive bio­
metric voter verification kits 
fail to work on Election Day 
and the casual way the govern­
ment and Electoral Commis­
sion respond to the fiasco is 
unacceptable. 

If you're going to pay MPs sal­
aries ofShs4om a month and 
a car allowance ofSbs200m,if 
people are going to mortgage 
their homes to raise campaign 
money,if campaigns are going 
to average Shs300m, then you 
h.ad better organise genuinely 
free and fair elections. 

The measure of electoral suc­
cess, both as an immediate 
process and as a concept,is in 
how much they are trusted. 

The last general election in 
Uganda that was free of suspi­
cion or, at least,had the least 
amount of suspicion, was the 
1962 one,six months before in­
dependence_ 

Two significant milestones 
still elude Uganda since inde­
pendence - the peaceful trans­
ferofpo~rfromoneheadof 
state to another, and an uncon­
tested general election. -

This doublejinxhangs over 
Ugandan fustory in the way 
thejinx of never again making 
it to a, football World CUp final 
hangs over the UK's conscious­
ness since 1966, when England 
first and last won the World 
CUp. Similarly, every Ugandan 
general election since 1962 has 
been disputed and left in its 
wake deep, boiling bitterness. 

As NRM extends its hold on 
power into the 40th yeru; the 
number of Ugandans who 
despair at ever seeing a dif­
ferent government increas-
es and bitterness at election 
results deepens. And, as said, 
with electio now much 
more than an event for politi­
cal expression and psychologi­
cal, with much of the national 
economy now tied to politics, 
there's no point in focusing on -
and arresting real or perceived 
troublemakers. 

People in different degrees 
will continue to take matters 

. into their own hands when 
they feel aggrieved by a gener­
al election outcome. 

Look no further than a politi­
cal party called the Uganda Pa­
triotic Movement and its lead­
er called Museveni,in 1980. 
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Lessons for Africa~s unification 

M
any East Africans never actUal­
ised their profits individually 
and nationally. Why? Today,I'll 
use Canada's confederacy of 10 

provinces and three territories and its pop­
ulation of 41 million as one of the richest 
countries to show the lesson Africa can learn. 
Canada's GDP is $2.3 trillion compared to Af­
rica's GDP of $2.8 trillion with its population 
of 1.55 billion.IfCanada were divided into 13 
countries,its economic clout would vaporise 
right away. It would give birth to small'coun-

, 'mes that would bum billions of dollars.on 
military budgets arid purchasing weapons to 
protect themselves against their neighbOUrs, 
who happen to be Canadians. 

Imagine how much the tiniest of all,Prince 
Edward Island, with 182,657 people, would 
throwaway to fear-driven military expendi­
turesjust like African colonial-tailored states 
have always done? The upshot's simple. If all 

_ African states could divulge their military 
budgets and those of their corrupt and thiev­
ing rulers,it's obvious. They've what it takes 
to finance their own development and so­
cial services. 

Africa is capable of improving our lives if 
it can save billions of dollars bumt to colo­
nially calculated divisions and fearmonger­
ing.According to the World Bank (2020), Can­
ada:s 2019 military expenditure stood at 1.3 
percent of its GDP compared to South SUdan 
3.4 percent; Uganda 2.1 percent; Burundi 1.8 
percent; Tanzania 1.3 percent; Kenya and 
Rwanda 1.2 percent;which makes an average 
of 1.8 percent for the PAC:!, 

Apart from military expenditure,how 
many billions of dollars does Africa spend on 

If Canada \iVere divi­
ded, the delllocracy it 
enjoys \iVould vanish. 

es.IfCanada were divided, the democracy it 
enjoys would vanish. A single election would 
bankrupt the new countries. How much 
money would it bum on electionsjust like 
it's been in rigged elections that produce but 
just the same rotten rulers? 

What's more,by having their individual in­
terests secured at the detriment oftheirfu­
ture,African countries still blindly plot to use 
each other for individual interests and those 
of colonisers instead ofworlting together 
for true emancipation. This can't and won't 
work Commandeered in their paltry inter­
ests,African countries are comfortably di-

feeding its do-nothing presidents keep- vided among themselves,and their people 
ing its colonial borders safe? Surely,Africa based on trivial things such as sovereignty. 
has what it takes to become a world econom- That's why countries with bigger land mass 
ic supremo without begging as it currently is. and voluminous resources have always been 
Some may doubt the viability of such an an- seen as a stumbling block to the unification 
ecdotal proposal due to the fear that Western" of East Africa Again, did these countries ap-
countries won't like the idea ofunifying Afri- ply to be what they're namely colonial-de-
ca. For how long will Africa feed on and inter- sign structures? 
nalise colonial fear? Canada's confederacy has big and small 

Rwanda was once Francophone. After the members. Comparably, Quebec is 62 percent 
1994 genocide,Rwanda became AnglophOne, of the East Africa but still coexists with the 
and nobody stood in its way, despite this not PEl, which isjust 0.2 of the PACjust like Zan-
auguring well with France. Rwanda pressed zibarthat'sjust 0.36 of the United Republic. 
on and stood its ground. Again, for how long I,for one, am an advocate of a single unitary 
will Africans fear the West as ifit's their God? Africa that will demolish fuux borders and 
Methlnks. We don't fear God this much. We abolish divisions based on feeble and pseudo 
still commit sins. Let's commit this sin oftru- sovereignties.rd like to seethe current pres-
ly reuniting Africa, commencing with the idents hitting the road to give room for one 
wobbly PAC. For we've nothing to lose except president of Africa or the EAC. 
our shame and sufferings. 

Essentially,the fear of the unknown pre­
vents Africa from being reunited to become 
stronger.Besides,our rulers'feru;individuali­
ty, greed, and myopia are the major blockag-
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Internet shutdown: When a 
state is afraid of its own citizens 

I
n politics,never believe anything until it's 
officially denied.An old saying. First, the 
government came out swiftly and issued 
a lengthy, categorical denial that it was 

going to shut down the Internet during elec­
tion week, as earlier proclaimed in a state­
ment (on Uganda Communication Com­
mission (VCC) letterhead) that had gone vi-

. ral on social media Then, as the citizens re­
laxed,secure in the knowledge that all was 
well, UCC came out and announced,a cou­
ple of hours to the cut-off point, that the in­
ternet would actually be shut down. And it 
was shut down, with lots oflame excuses. 
Big problem here. 

This is not 1926 ... heck, we're in 2026! And 
in 2026, the Internet rules, connects, and 
drives the world.!t's the engine of the world, 
the wind beneath our wings. The Internet 
is not some optional acce~ory to life; it is its 
very infrastructure,its central nervous sys­
tem. Shutting it down during an election is, 
therefore,not regulation-it is the suspen­
sion of civic oxygen. Commerce stalls,econ­
omies failjobs are lost, and people make 
huge losses! Politically, scrutiny disappears, 
rumour replaces fuct,and power operates 
unobserved. In an age where the Internet is 
the alpha and omega of public life, pulling . 
the plug is not a neutral act; it is the disable­
ment of a country's central nervous system. 

Anaesthesia is meant to preserve life dur­
ing surgery: But when a State shuts down 
the Internet and then conducts an election, 
it is not sedating the patient-it has already 
killed him and is now pretending to operate. 
You cannot anaesthetise democracy by suf­
focating it. A blanket Internet shutdown­
indiscriminate,nationwide, and timWre­
ciselyto an electio~-:-;-¥n.~t .?-~m,. 

Shutting down the in~ 
temet is not a display 
of strength; it is an ad­
mission of fear. 

strument.It is a sledgehammer.!t punish­
esmillions for the benefit of the few rulers, 
cripples businesses to silence critics,and 
suffocates speech in order to preserve a nar­
rative.Some people will claim this shows 
that the government is powerful and can do 
what it wants, whyever, whenever,howeve~ 
and wherever. 
• I don't agree. I will put it to y'all that states 
confident in their legitimacy will talk to citi­
zens; only frightened regimes silence them. 
A government that claims it enjoys over­
whelming popular support ('mass party' 
ring a bell?) need not fear Wi-Pi and rnternet 
bundles. This Internet blackout was, there­
fore,not about order-it was about fear of 
what the people might say, show, and re­
member. And it had nothing to do with na­
tional security being at stake. Naah! No ruler 
afraid offoreign armies or enemies of what­
ever description, shuts down his own peo­
ple's voices. This was not defence against 
enemies; it was the fear of citizens who no 
longer believe in their government 

I argue., therefore, that sh~"the 
InteIDetis ttot a c1js~!ay~~~~~~:~ ~_ » 

admission offear, and a descent into panic. 
It is the moment a brutal regime expos­

es its soft underbelly-terrified not of guns 
or crowds, but oflight,memory, and the 
permanence ofrecord.lntemet blackouts 
are not signs of a regime flexing its mus­
cle; they're evidence of a regime betraying 
nerves. 

What's more painful, though,is the sheer 
disrespect for the people of Uganda that the 
NRM government has displayed in all this. 
Civilised power is anchored in respect. It un­
derstands that authority is not self-generat­
ed but derived and borrowed from the peo­
ple, and that leadership is not entitlement 
but permission-granted temporarily, and 
always revocable. 

Such power governs with humility, con­
scious that it exists to serve,not to dominate. 
And beyond disrespect, shutting down the 
Internet during an election is not merely a 
security measure; it is an act of contempt of 
the citizenry-a declaration that citizens do' 
not deserve information, participation, or 
dignity. Put simply, in Kampala speak,' teba­
tubazeemu magezi'. You can't translate that 
without diluting it. 

Was the shutdown a brilliant move? Nope. 
Interesting - arid incriminating -photo- .. ~ 
graphs will tum up. Videos too. The stories 
will be told-if not today, then tomorrow; if 
not online, then in books, courtrooms, and 
history lectures. History has always been 
unkind to governments that confuse silence 
with stability. Only a regime terribly afraid 
of its people needs Darkness at Noon. 
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