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Museveni outlines priorities for 7th 
The head of State says-his manifesto 
that delivered his victory, themed 
Protecting the gains as we make a 
qualitative leap into middle-income 
status, will build on past achievements. 
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BY ELIZABETH KAMURUNGI 

P
resident-elect Yoweri Museveni has 
laid his cards on the table,outlining 
key priorities for the next five years. 
He said his seventh term will zero 

in on free education, improved health­
care,job creation, poverty eradication, 
and an intensified fight against corrup· 
tion. 

Speaking at a thanksgiving ceremo· 
ny at his up country home in Rwak· 
itura, Kiruhura District, following his 
re-election yesterday; Mr Museveni not· 
ed that the National Resistance Move­
ment (NRM) government between May 
2026 and 2031 would focus on tackling 
poverty and strengthening the foun· 
dations for Uganda's socio·economic 
transformation. 

"Between now and 2031, our priori­
ties are free education, availability of 
drugs in health facilities, fighting cor· 
ruption and cteatingjobs,"Mr Musev­
enisaid. . 

The President·elect, whose new term 

.-. .' 

wi,ll stretch his time in power to 45 clared winner of the January 15 pres­
years, also defended government sup· idential election with 7,946,722 votes, 
port to wealthy individuals and large· representing 71.65 percent of the to· 
scale investors, arguing that such inter· tal valid votes cast. His closest challeng· 
ventions have a multiplier effect on the er, Mr Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu of 
economy. the National Unity Platform (NUP),gar-

"The rich, the Bassajjabalaba, those nered 2,741,238 votes (24.72 percent). 
with commercial farms, factories, ho- The President said the manifesto that 
tels, including foreigners coming with delivered his victory; themed Protect· 
factories, we shall continue supporting ing the gains as we make a qualitative 
them;Mr Museveni said, citing financ· leap into middle-intome status, will 
ing mechanisms such as the Uganda build on past achievements. Howev· 
Development Bank. er, he admitted that his next term will 

"These are the ones who pay more also be shaped by persistent challeng­
taxes. The more they grow, the more es, including uneIllployment, poor ser­
taxes they pay; and the ~ore money we vice delivery; widespread poverty, po· 
have to help the poor. We must end pov- litical polarisation, land disputes, hu­
erty in all homesteads because it is pov- man rights concerns, institutional de­
erty that opens the door for manipula- • cay;and crime. 
tion,"headded. Acknowledging lona-standing con-

Mr Museveni was on January 17 de- . cerns about corruption, Mr Musev-
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eni said his government would "dou· 
ble down" on efforts to end the vice, 
which has dogged his administra· 
tion through repeated scandals 
involving senior officials. 

The First Lady and Minister for Edu· 
cation and Sports, Ms Janet Museveni, 

said the decisive victory now 
places a responsibility on 

the government to de· 
He further pledged to ex· 

pand access to safe water, 
prioritise job creation 
in manufacturing, and 
strengthen skills devel· 
opment. 

71.65% 
liver better services. 

"We must re·ded· 
icate ourselves 
to the service of 
God's people, and 
He will bless our 
efforts just as He 

MUSEVENI'S 
PERCENTAGE 

On the long·delayed oil 
sector, the President promised 
Uganda would fmally start pro· 
ducing oil this year."Very soon we shall 
start pumping the oil. We shall have 
money to deal with infrastructure­
the railwai~power stations, roads and 
science education,"he said. 

WIN did during this elec· 
tion campaign," she 

said. 

Low· key celebration 
Unlike the 2021 election, when Mr 

Museveni held a victory parade from 
Entebbe to Kampala ity centre, this 

; thanksgiving ceremony was a low-key 
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BY ELIZABETH KAMURUNGI 

KAMPALA. President Museveni has 
accused the National Unity Platform 
(NUP) party of planning violent attacks 
in areas where the party lost the January 
15 elections, claims the Opposition have 

Opposition was plotting 
violence, says MuseveIii 

dismissed as false and a smokescreen to president for Buganda,lost to independ· : of polling day. Heavy security presence; 
justifypost·electioncrackdowns bysecu· ent candidate and journalist Eriasa ; armed patrols, armoured vehicles, and 
rityforces. Mukiibi serunjogiSecurity forces shot : aerial surveillance, was visible across 

In his acceptance remarks during a dead seven people during clashes that ; major towns and cities during the elec­
thanksgiving ceremony at his home in . (ollowed the announcement..of results, : tion period. 
Rwakituia,Kiruhura District'yesterday; accordingtopolice. '"1' The President's claims brought back 
Mr Museveni alleged that NUP had de- Mr Museveni said he had received iritel· ' memories of the 2021 General Election, 
vised a plan to unleash machete·wield· ligence briefings about alleged plots by when at least 26 people were killed in 
ing gangs at polling stations in constitu- . sections of the Opposition during a se· Masaka District by assailants armed 
encies where its candidates were defeat- : ries of security meetings, some of which, with machetes and iron bars. Two NUP 
ed. . : he noted,stretched late into the night on legislators,Mr Allan Ssewanyana and Mr 

"The plan, erywhere, was that where : January 13. Muhammad Segirinya, now deceased, 
a NUP candidate.is defeated,gangs with ; "Some of the Opposition are wrong, were later arrested and chru:ged in con­
pahgas should attack_ the P~l4ng sta- ·: "Cb,ut not terrorists. But some of the Oppo. nection with the killings,spending near­
tiQn,"Mr Museveni said. "Wlien KivuinbiH~ Sition are wrong and also terrorists,"the lytwo years on remand. 
was defeated, they c~e with pangaS to ; I:Tesident said. Mr Ssewanyana's case is pending be­
attack the polling station and they were : . He praised fuesecurity forces forwhat fore court while that of Segirinya "'las 

. shot.Sevenofthemwereshotdead." ' hedescribedasnippingattempts todest· dropped. 
He was referring to an incident in ; abilise the country in the bud, noting Mr Museveni also warned that his gov-

Butambala District, where Mr Muham· ; tha~ police and the military had inten- ernment would contiriue to stamp out 
mad Muwap.g~ Kivumb!, th~l~JJP vice ' sified deplovn:~ts ~d drills on ~e eve any ~fforts r fOI31~t unrest, drawing 

NUP DEFENCE 

NUP has rejected the Pre­
sident's assertions, The party's 
treasurer, Mr Benjamin Katana, 
said the Butambala incident in­
volved security forces attacking 
the home of an Opposition leader_ 
~hat happened in Butambala is 
that soldiers attacked the home of 
our leader and killed people; Mr 
Katana said, 

He described the President's 
remarks as misleading and part of 
a recurring pattern during elec· 
t'on periods. "These [Museveni] 
comments are intended to shift 
b arne for violence that the regime 

parallels with recent protests in Kenya. 
'1Then there were riots in Kenya, the 

same riots were supposed to happen 
here. But the people they wanted to use 
came and told me, "he said, adding that 
a "small group of traitors~ was work­
ing with foreign interests to destabilise 
U!!anda 
~~';""l 

deploys in every election. In every 
electoral cycle, they create a story 
of people threatening public order 
and security, which is then used to 
justifY violence against unarmed 
citizens," he said. 

Mr Katana added that although 
many Ugandans have been ar· 
rested during previous elections 
on similar allegations, successful 
prosecutions have been few and 
far between. 
"The comments should be unders­
tood in the context of using vio­
lence to gain advantage over op­
ponents. To ju~tifY that violence, 
sinister plans are attributed to the 
Opposition," he said. 

The President further disci sed that 
the government was holding a catho· 
lic priest, Fr Deusdedit Ssekabira, alleg- • 
ing that he had links with NGP leader 
Robert ~agulanyi Ssentamu,popularly 
known as Bobi Wme. 

Fr Ssekabira has since been charged in 
co~-W°_HRt;lering. 
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