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INTERNET BACK: UCC JUSTIFIES SHUTDOWN 

By sarah Nabakooza 

The U~da Communications 
Co ssion (UCC) has 
de ended the temporary 
suspension of internet access' 
to the public during the 2026 
general elections. 

AddresSing journalists 
yesterday at the commission's 
offiees in Bugolobi, Kampala, 
UCC executive director Nyombi 
Thembo said the decision was 
necess~, proporti6nate' and 
guided by national security 
considerations. Thembo 
announced the restoration of 
public internet access across 
the country, effective January 
18. Ihis follows the conclusion 
of elections and a security 
assessment by the Inter-agency 
Security Committee which 
Thembo said was carried 
out in line with international 
principles of proportionality ' 
and legitimate aim. 

"I am pleased to announce 
that following the successful 
conclusion of the 2026 
general. elections and a car~ful 
assesslllent by the Inter 

-agency Security Committee, 
UCC directed the immediate 
restoration of public internet 
access," he said. 

SHUTDOWN EXPLAINED 
Nyombi explained that the brief 
shutdown was implemented on 
recommendation of the Inter­
agency Security Committee 
to prevent the spread of 

misinformation, disinformation 
and malformation, curb 
potential electoral fraud and 
avert incitement to violence 
during what he described as a 
highly sensitive national period. 

"This measure was not taken 
lightly. It was aimed at ensuring 
that the electoral process 
proceeded peacefully and that 
the stability Ugandans have 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
J ' -4 

ABS Consulting Group, BID award gold winner for the International Star for Leadership in Quality, is' an 
independent management consulting firm that assists clients to improve, streamline and upgrade their 
business operations. Our expertise, gained through many years of consulting assists us to provide the best 
in management consulting. 

Our client, Uganda AIDS Commission (UAC) is desirous of filling the below vacant positions. UAC 
was established in 1992 by an Act of Parliament (Cap 206) and is under the Office of the President of 
the Republic of Uganda. The Act provides for the-Commission to oversee, plan and coordinate AIDS 
Prevention and Control activities throughout Uganda. 

No. obTitle No. of -vacancies 
1 i Senior Manager - Advocacv & Social Behavioral OJange 1 
2 ' Senior Communications Jfficer 1 
3 I Senior Research Officer 1 
4 ' Principal HIV Prevention Officer 1 

I 5 Zonal Coordinator (fPrincipal Zonal Officer 3 
6 I Inventorv Mana"ement )fficer 1 
7 I Front Desk Officer 1 
8 I Advocacv Officer 1 
9 f Driver 1 . 

10 i Comoliance Officer 1 

Application Procedure 

Please submit your application and detailed curriculum vitae via email toinfo®absconsulting.co.ug 
indicating the position applied for in the email subject ('Application for the position of.. ..... "). All 
applications must be received not later than Friday, 30th January 2026 at Spm (EAT). 

Applications should be addressed to: 

The Managing Director, 
ABS Consulting Group 
The Guardian Building, 
5th Floor, Plot 67 Spring Road, Bugolobi 
P.O. Box 29526, Kampala, Uganda 

Full Job Descriptions and qualification requirements are available on bur website: 
https://www.absconsulting.co.ugljobs/. 
Please note that applications received after the closing date will not be considered and only 
shortlisted candidates will be contacted. 
UAC is an equal opportunities employer and any form of canvassing shall not be allowed. 

Persons who had applied before are encouraged to apply again. 

NO CREDIBIUIV 
Uganda Communications Commission executive 
director Nyobi Thembo dismissed claims that internet 
restrictions undermine the credibility of election 

disruptions carry costs, but 
noted that UCC plans to 
commission a study to assess 
the losses associated with the 
suspension. results, arguing that democracy predates the Internet 

and that electoral laws do not depend on online 
platforms. "Democracy has existed for centuries. The 
Internet is C!n importaht tool, but it does not determine 
the credibility of election results," he said, adding that 
Uganda's democratic processes should. be assessed 
within their legal framework. 

"All oCus must understand 
the cost of putting the Internet 
down, the cost to the public, 
to government, to the private 
sector and to the regulator," he 
said, adding: "As a regulator, 
we have a strong interest in 
this and once the study is 
ready, we shall share it with 
all stakeholders, including the' 

worked hard to maintain was 
not undermined,"Thembo said. 

As of midnight on January 17, 
public internet services were 
fully restored, including access 
to websites, news platforms, 
educational resources, 
government portals, financial 
services and email, he said. 

would keep monitoring the 
situation and issue updates as 
circumstances evolve. - general public." 

However, Thembo said social 
media platforms and over­
the-top (Om messaging 
applications remain temporarily 
restricted. He observed thin 
the continued restriction of 
social media was intended 
to guard against misuse that 
could threaten public order, 
adding that the ·commission 
/ 

Thembo warned users against 
attempting to bypass restrictions 
using Virtual Private Networks 
(VPNs), saying: "If you bypass 
these restrictions to break the 
law, do not be surprised if 
your device is blocked from the 
network," he said, cautioning 
that enforcement would target 
unlawful conduct, not ordinary 
communication. 

He noted that such disruptions 
could fall under Force Majeure 
clauses in contracts due to their 
unexpected nature, adding that 
instjrance companies may in 
future consider election-related 
internet shutdowns as an 
insurable risk. 

Thembo commended telecom 
operators and internet service 
providers for adhering to UCC 
directives, noting that a few cases 
described as non-compliance 
were largely technical and linked 
to the unprecedented nature 
of the directive. 

ECONOMIC LOSSES 
On the economic impact 
of the shutdown, Thembo 
acknowledged that internet 

MINISTRY OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENT 
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

(CONSULTING SERVICES - FIRMS SELECTION) 
UGANDA 

INTEGRATED WATER MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT-ADDITIONAL FIANCING (IWMDP-AF) 

REFERENCE NO. MWE/CONS/25·26/00020 • 
PROJECT 10 NO: I P163782 

ASSIGNMENT TlTILE' CONSULTING SERVICES FOR CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION OF NINE RURAL GROWTH CENTRES OF 
BULANGE. NANGO. BUBUGO/ITANOA. KAGUMBA. KASABA. RWENTUHA. BUBANOA. KYAMPANGARA ANO 
NYAMUSHOJWA 

Government of Uganda' has applied lor additionallinancing from 
the World Bank towards the cost of Integrated Water Management 
and Development Project (IWMOP-AF) and intends to apply part 
01 the proceeds lor Consulling Services for construction 
supervision 01 Nine Rural Growth Centres 01 Bulange, Nanga, 
Bubugo/ltanda, Kagumba, Kasaba, Rwentuha, Bubanda, 
Kyampangara and Nyamushojwa. 

The consulting services ("the Services") includes supervision of 
construction works lor the 9No. large solar powered water supply 
systems localed in western & midwestern and eastern 
subregions. 
The implementation period of the assignment is 12 Calendar 
Months. 
The detailed Terms of Reference (TOR) for the assignment can be 
accessed at . 
https:/Jwww.mwe.go.ug/libraryJlendersprocuremenl 
The Ministry of Water and Environment (MWE) now invites 
eligible Consuhing firms to indicate their interest in providing the 
services. Interested consulting firms should provide sufficient 
information demonstrating that they meet the required 
qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services. 
The shortlisting criteria include: 
1. A Minimum of 10 (ten) years of core business as a consultant 

in undertaking detailed designs and construction supervision 
of water supply and sanitation infrastructure projects. 

2. Experience of at least 3 similar assignments in nature and 
scope performed in the last 10 years (EOI should indicate the 
name, scope and cost of each of the contracts undertaken, 
client and the years when undertaken). 

3. Submit the firm's organogram to demonstrate the firm's 
technical and managerial capability 

4. Experience in similar conditions with at least two (2) projects 
in Sub· Saharan Africa or other countries in the world at 
similar level of development as Sub-Saharan Africa. 

5. Presence of appropriate skills among staff in the following 
specialties: Project Manager, Resident Engineer, 
Electromechanical Engineer, Surveyor, Clerks 'of Works, 

Social Development Specialist and Environmental, Heahh and 
Safety Specialist (Please do nol submit CVs and blo data of 
experts althls stage). 

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section III. 
paragraphs 3.14. 3.1 6 and 3.17 of the Wortd Bank's 'Procurement 
Regulations for IPF Borrowers' November 2020 [Procurement in 
investment Project Financing; Goods, Works, Non-Consuhing and 
Consulting Services, setting forth the World Bank's policy on 
conflict of interest 
Consultants may associate with other firms to ' enhance their 
qualifications but should indicate clearly whether the association 
is in the form of a jOint venture and/or a sub-consultancy. In the 
case of a jOint venture. all the partners in the joint venture shall be 
jointly and severally liable for the entire contract, ~ selected. 
A-,;onsuitant will be selected in accordance with the Ouallty and 
Cost Based Selection (OCBS) Method set out in the Wortd Bank 
Procurement Regulation for IPF Borrowers' July 2016 revised 
September 2025. 
Information and clarifications can be obtained not later than three 
days to the date of submiSSion at the address below during office 
hours (Monday to Friday, 08:30 - 17:00 hours, except on public 
holidays). • 
Expressions of interest (One original plus three caples) must be 
delivered in a written form, in person or email to the address 
below on 2nd February, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. The packages must 
be clearly marked as; 'bpressloD of Interest for Consulting 
Services lor construction supervision 01 Nine Rural Growth 
Centres 01 Bulange, Nanga, Bubugo/ltanda, Kagumba, Kasaba, 
Rwentuha, Bubanda, Kyampangara and Nyamushojwa" 

Deliver to: 
Assistant Commissioner' Procurement and Disposal Unit 
Ministry of Water and Environment Headquarlers 
Ground Aoor 
Plot 3-7, Kabalega Crescent, Luzira 
Kampala, Uganda • 
Email Address: mlkhall.duncan@gmall .com and 
l$lganyI1988@gmall.com 
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