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ANALYSIS 

UP PARLIAMENT 
NRM MAKES STRONG COME BACK IN TESO 

T
he National Resistance 
Movement (NRM) has made 
a strong comeback in the ' 
Teso sub-region, with newly 

. elected ruling party Members 
of Parliament dispJaclng several 
seasoned Forum' for·.oemocratlc 
Change (FOC) politicians across key 
constituencies. 

Political analysts attribute the 
NRM resurgence partly to strategic 
shifts by senior politicians, including 
Edmund Arlko's decision to move 
from Sorotl City East to contest 
In Gwerl County, a move that 
significantly altered the political 
dynamics In the area. 

In Gwerl County, Ariko (NRM) polled 
11,862 votes to defeat four other 
-contenders. His closest challenger, 
Samuel Enlnu Ekaju (lOP), scored 
3,359 votes, while incumbent Tom 
Julius Ekudo (FOC) garnered 2,070 
votes. David Asubu (lDP) polled 
255- vot~~, and Abel Opolot trailed 
with 178 votes, according to Soroti 
District Returning Officer Joseph 
Mukwaya. • 

In Sorotl County, Incumbent Patrick 
Aeko (NRM) was declared the winner 

• with 9,747 votes. Other contenders 
Included Daniel Elqu (FOC), who had 
earlier withdrawn from the race but 
still polled 569 votes; Stephen Ejoku 
(lOP) with 2,060 votes; Meshullem 

Elupe (NUP) with 134 votes; Samuel 
Enlnu (lOP) with S,853'vcltes; 
Emmanuel Omara with 191 votes; and 
Jimmy Orlokot with 189 votes. 

In the Woman MP race, Incumbent 
Anna Adeke (FOC) retained her seat 
with 33,732 votes. She defeated 
Jesca Leah Amigo (NRM), who polled 
27,076 votes, while Rose Joan Egabu 
(lOP) secured 2,855 votes. 

In Oakabela county, Soroti district, 
Peter Edeku Edopu (NRM) polled 
9,588 votes to defeat Cosmas Elotu, 
the incumbent, who contested as 
an independent after opting out of 
the NRM primaries and polled 4,393 
votes. Harriet Anylmo (lOP) garnered 
8,180 votes, Jonathan Erau (FOC) 
polled 2,352 votes, James Odongo 
(lOP) received 2,412 votes, while 
Moses Okello trailed with 83 votes. 

In Ochero county, Kaberamaido 
district, NRM's Francis Okullu won 
the race after polling 7,996 votes, 
defeating Incumbent Julius Emigu, 
who polled 4,332 votes. Other 
contenders included former MP 
Veronica Isalla Erequ with 2,482 
votes, Anthony Ochleng (lOPT) with 
782 votes. Isaac Emaju with 510. 

In Sorotl city West, NRM vlce­
chairperson for eastern Uganda, 
David Calvin Echodu, defeated 
Incumbent MP Jonathan Ebwalu 
(FOC). 

joins Parliament for the first 
time after getting 17,900 
votes against PFF's Doreen 
Nyanjura, who ·got 8,000 
votes, while Patrick Sisa, 
independent 7,000 votes. 

Rubongoya polled 18,242 
votes. 

constituencies, even as 
NRM tightened its grip 
in others, setting the tone 
for a Parliament marked 
by both continuity and 
renewal. 

In Chua East county, 
the state minister for 
international relations, 
Henry Okello Oryem of 
NRM, lost to John Clavin 
Okoya (independent), while 
in Kitgum Municipality, 
Forum for Democratic 
Change (FDC) strongman, 
Dennis Onekalit Amere, 
defeated NRM's Beatrice 
Atim Anywar, who is 
also the state minister for 
environment. 

Okoya polled 14,688, 
while Oryem got 12, 
297 votes. For Kitgum 
Municipality, Amere 
garnered 6,176, while 
Anywar polled 5, 013 votes. 

For Kampala Central, the • 
Kampala Central minister, ' . 
Minsa Kabanda, trounced 
NUP's secretary general, 
David Lewis RiIbongoya. 
Kabanda got 22,332 votes. 

In Kumi district, state 
minister for energy Opolot 
Okaasai Sidoneous retained 
Kumi county, while 
independents Silas Aogon 
and Christine Apolot also 
held their respective seats. 

In Jinja district,NRM's 
Alex Brandon Kintu lost 
Kagoma North to journalist 
John Odwori ofNUP, who 
polled 9,593 votes. Kintu 
finished third with 4,302 
votes. 

In Butembe county, FDC's 
Grace Wanzala Kirya won 
the race, edging out NRM's 
Jacob Kabondo. 

For the Kayunga woman 
MP race, the former state 
minister for lands, Ida 
Nantaba (NRM), polled 
16,138 votes, losing to 
Harriet Nalweende (NUP), 
who got 20,753 votes. 

Across the affected 
districts, the defeats of 
ministers and senior figures 
highlighted a growing voter 
ap.petite for change in some 

NRM's Samuel Engola 
has been .declared the 
Erute South county 
Member of Parliament 
after beating two other 
contenders . . 

Engola garner~d 
22,404 votes while UPC's 
Jonathan Odur and the . 
incumbent came second 
with 16,066 votes, followed 
by independent candidate 
Peter Ogwang, who trajled . 
with 465 votes. -

In Chekwii East county, 
the Karamoja minister, 
Peter Lokeris, was defeated 
by Stephen Dukol 
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School reopening deferred, 
universities asked to close 
BY MARTIN KITUBI 

The Government has ordered 
all education institutions, 
including international . 
schools and tertiary 
institutions that had opened 
for the 2026 school period, to 
close with immediate effect. 

According to the 
Government, these will 
open alongside primary and 
secondary schools whose 
opening date has been 
pushed to February 10, from 
February 2, 2026. 

The changes in the date 
of school reopening were 
announced yesterday 
in a circular issued by 
the education ministry's 
permanent secretary, Dr 
Kedrace Turyagyenda. 

According to the circular, 
the ministry cited learners' 
safety during the ongoing 
gyneral elections as the 
reason for which the date 
for schools and university 
reopening was changed. 

"Vice-chancellors, 
principals, head teachers, 
parents, guardians, school 
administrators, students and 
the public are hereby notified 
that Term 1 for the Academic 
year 2026 runs from 
Tuesday, February lO, 2026, 
to Friday, May 1;2026," , 
she added. The permanent 
secretary indicated that all 
school administrators are 
directed to adhere to the 
directive and the approved 
school calendar. 

WHAT THE 
CHANGES MEAN 
The development implies 
that the school calendar will 
be shortened by one week 
for the ordinary primary and 
secondary schools in the ' 
country, from 12 weeks to 
11. The number of school 
term days will also be 
reduced by eight days from 
89 to 82 days during the first 
term. However, universities 
and other tertiary institutions 
will be affected most by the 
changes. Many universities, 
both private and public, have 
reopened this month for 
the second semester of the 
academic year 2025/2026. 

The changes mean the 
universities and other tertiary 

. institutions will have lost at 
least one month and two 
weeks this semester. '-

While the universities had 
opened earlier this month, 
the Technical Vocational 
Education (TVET) institutiOns 
at the college level, such as 
the Health Tutor's College­
Mulago, were to open on 
January 19, 2026, for the 
second semester. 

While Prof. George Ladaah 
Openjuru, the vice-chancellor 
of Gulu University, 
appreciates the Government's 
move to protect learners, the 
changes, he said, will hurt 
universities most. 

Once the second semester 
is stretched to July 2026, 
Openjuru warned that 
students will have a short 
break of just a week before 
they report for another 
academic year, which starts 
in August. 

Hasadu Kirabira, the 
national chairperson of the 
National Private Education 
Institutions Association 
(NPEIA), feared that the 
changes would affect the -
implementation of the new 
lower secondary school 

curriculum, which has topics 
that must be covered within 
a term. 

In addition, he said, the 
schools will be forced to 
run through the curriculum 
to cover topics within the 
reduced school term days. 

WHAT HAPPENS TO 
S1 REPORTING DATE 
However, it remains unclear 
whether the dates for the 
release of the 2025 national 
examinations series or the 
reporting dates for Senior 
One and Five will be affected 
by the slight change in the 
calendar. 

According to the earlier 
school calendar, the selection 
and placement exercise for 
Senior One was expected to 
take place between January 
29-30, January 2026, while 
that of Senior Five will take 
place between February 12 
and 13, 2026. 

On the other hand, the 
Senior One students will 
report for the first term on 
February 16, 2026, while 
Senior Five will report on 
February i3, 2026. 

VICE-CHANCELLOR'S 
FORUM 
Prof. Eriabu Lugujjo, the 
executive director of the 
Uganda Vice-Chancellors 
Forum, asked universities 
to adhere to the changes. 
"I know several private 
universities have reopened 
this week. However, the 
Government has internal 
mechanisms to look into the 
f~ture and they must have 
seen something," he said. 

WHAT AFFECTED 
VARSITIES CAN DO? 
In the meantime, Lugujjo 
advised universities to utilise 
a blended learning approach 
where they can teach both 
online and physically. 

As soon as the ban on the 
Internet is lifted, Lugujjo 
indicated that the universities 
should be in a position to 
upload content online for 
students to pick. 

Within this period, he said, 
the universities should send 

. reading material, as well as 
assignments to the students, 
which must be covered, 
until they physically attend 
lectures on February 10, 
2026. 


