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Loeal 

NextGen players seek early 
season statement in Nairobi 

TEAMUGANQ~ 
16 & U,nder Boys: Samuel Okello. 

Sebbi Muzamil Rajab. Cillian 

Asante Ndilima 

14 & Under Boys: Abbey D_amQ.a,_ 

Fanije Ali. Daniel Ogen 

16 & Under Girls: Lilian AyeeJ _ 

Early Signal. Uganda's highly 
rated junior te[1nis pros·pects have 
launched their 2026 season w·ith 
a stern regional test in Na.irobi 
for the ITF/CAT Eastern African 

. Junior Individual and Team Cham­
pionships; seeking silverware, 
qualification spots and early mo­
mentum under the watchful eye of . 
experienced coaches, 

BY INNOCENT NDAWULA 

Faith Florence Aber, Mary Tendo 

14 & Under Girls: Mich~lIe AmitQ, 

Florence Nabulime, Anena Angel 

Technical Staff: Edward 
Odockcen (Hea 

Patience Athieno ~ 

Co C , Nabatanzi Victoria W 

petition. 

, Female firepower ... 
The girls'teams carry equal prom- c:=-...L 

ise, with Faith Florence Aber and 
Mary Tendo expected to spearhead 
Uganda's push in the 16-and-under 
category, alongside Lilian Ayee. In 
the 14-and-under bracket, Michelle 
Amito,Florence Nabulime and Ane-
na Angel complete a youthful but 
competitive lineup. 

12 - ParticipatirJg countrie~ 

12:: Ug~ndan ~ers selected 

2 - Age categories (14 & _ 
Under, 16 & Under) 

Go Flag High. NC~ and Uganda Tennis Association officials (R) hand over the national flag to Team Uganda 
captain Samuel Okello ahead of their trip to Nairobi earlier this week. PHOTO/INNOCEN T NDAWULA 

Their performances will be close­
ly watched as Uganda continues to 
~enfemaleparticipationand 
competitiveness on the continental 
junior circuit. 

1- Automat19 ualification __ 

slot per category 

2024 - Year Uganda won Boy~ 

14 & Under title 

U
ganda's next generation of 
teruris talent landed in Nai­
robi earlier this week with 
a clear mission: to compete, 
contend and confirm their 

growing reputation on the Eastern 
African stage. 

The national junior boys' and girls' 
teams will represent the country 
at the International Tennis Federa­
tion (ITF)/Confederation of African 

Tennis (CAT) Eastern African Jun­
ior Individual and Team Champi­
onships running from January 14-
22, with qualification to the African ' 
JuniorTeams'Championships firm- . 
lyinsight. 

Twelve countries are taking part 
in the tournament organised by 
the CAT in conjunction with the 
ITF and T~ Kenya, making the 
Nairobi stop a crucial barometer of 
Uganda'sjunior progress. 

Familiar names ~ 
Uganda's challenge will be led by a-

T RLYBIRDS 

Momentum Matters. 
Beyond medals, the Nai­
robi championships repre­
sent a tone-setter for Ugan­
da's tennis season, where 
early success could sharpen 
confidence, validate deve­
lopment structures and ins­
pire a new wave of juniors ai­
ming to transition from pro­
mise to podium finishes. 

blend of emerging stars and recog­
nisable names, including the aIhbi­
dextrous, double-backhanded Sam­
uel Ol~ello in the 16-and-under boys' 
category and Cillian Asante Ndili-

. rna, the son of former Uganda ten­
nis ace and late Uganda Tennis As­
sociation (UTA) chairman Cedric 
BabuNdilima. 

Their presence adds pedigree 
and expectation to a squad shaped 
through the Junior Tennis Initia­
tive (JTI), a long-term development 
pathway designed to nurture talent 
from grassroots to elite junior com-

Defending honour 
U~da arrivedinNairobi carrying 

added responsibility as defending 
champions in the Boys' 14-and-un­
der catego~ a title they lifted at the 
2024 Zone Championships.That suc­
cess has raised expectations but also 
belief that the country'sjunior pro­
gramme is capable of sustained ex­
cellence. 

Only one team per age group and 
gender earns automatic qualifica­
tion to the AfriC4ll Junior Teams' 
Championships rater in the year, 

, makingeverymatchcritical.~ . 
. . 
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BY MAKHTUM·MUZIRANSA 

PURSUITSW LEAGUE 
JANUARY 2026 CIRCUIT 
MatIch One PoInts 
Talons 
Jets_ 
Astr9~ 

Flam~ 

CC!ib..:... 

- 5 points 
-4 
-3 
-2 
-2 

. KAMPALA. After topping 
the November I December 
2025 circuit of the Pursuit 
Swim League, Talons are 
pushing for a great start 
to the year in the January 
circuit. 

The record champions 
of the league held on Fri­
daynights !it British School of 
Kampala (BSK) - Muyenga, start-

Pursuit SWim League: Talons draw early blood in January circuit 
back to make himself the man of the 
night while his teammates Francis Ki­
sawuzi (33.10) and Nadrah Nalukenge 
(40.10) got PBs in SOInfreestyle. 

Flames could only manage 10 scores 
through Daniel Musisi's 31.20 in the 
SOm butterfly. Abigail Sseguiia (40.80) 
and Hal Buiiingo (36.70) also earned 20 
scores for Colts from their SOm oack ex-

ploits while Harel Bugingo (42.60) and 
Seth Mulo (35.10) also pushed 

Astros to 20 scores with SOIn 
back and SOIn free PBs re-
spectively. 

J'c?ores allover 
Talons collected a total 

200 scores, thereby taking 
the five m atch points, on 

the night after topping the 
6X2Sm breaststroke and free 

BY THE NU BER...5 
2ruL 
Total scores collected by Talons 

~ 
Jets' total score on the ni ht 

50 
Scores awarded for each 

relay win 

29,905 
Adam Katumba's Standout 50m 

backstroke PB 

Match points earned by Talons 

relays which come with 50 scores each. 
They were second in the backstroke and 
fly relays,earning 40 scores from each. 

-...... 

ed offwhere they left by topping the first 
match of the January circuit last Friday. 

Jets topped the fly and backstroke re­
lays but third in the breaststroke (30 
scores) and 4th in the free (20), so they 
ended the night in second place with 

.... 
The swimmers were allowed to do the 

personal best (PB) challenge in a Som 
event of their choice. 

Backstroke gains 
Talons earned 20 scores through 

Charis Nanyunja (51.10) and Shawn 
Kimbowa (34.50) who chose to go for 
SOIn backstroke. 

But that first round belonged to Jets, . 
who collected 30 sco .Adam Katum­
bastruckanimpre5s' . irrtheSOIn 

.. . .. ... .. . .. ... .. . . . ... . . ... . ... .. ...... . .. 180 scores thereby taking home four _ 

Ga e Cha gers. While personal match points. -~ 
bests lit up t he opening round, it In third place, with three points, were 
was Talons' relay strength that Astros, who collected 140 scores afterfin-
proved decisive, with victories ishing second in the breaststroke and 
in both t he 6x25m breaststro- free relays. They were third in the fly one 
ke and freestyle relays delive - but came bottom (10 scores) in the back-
ring a combined 100 scores and stroke relay. 
underlining why they remain the . Colts and Flames tied on 90 scores and 
league"sfSenchmark outfit. .... __ I.. .:Pushing Limits. A~am l:Sa,tutuPa is in itoc;>d fQrm~at the start.ofthe year. PHO!-' <J~ ~erefore took home twormJ~ points .T 
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