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he Islamic Development 
Bank (IsDB) has opened 
applications for its prestigious 
scholarship programme for 

the 2026-2027 academic year, 
presenting a major opportunity 
for students, researchers and 
professionals from eligible 
countries that include Uganda 

IS A IC DEVELOPMENT B K ROLLS . . 

OUT FULLY FUNDED SCHOLARSHIPS 
to pursue higher education and 
advanced research through fully 
funded support. 

It targets undergraduate, 
master's, PhD and post-doctoral 
studies in development-related 
fiel.ds, with a strong emphasis on 
sustainability science. By investing 
in education and research, IsDB 
aims to build highly skilled human 
capital capable of addressing 
pressing development challenges 
while accelerating progress towards 
the Sustainable Development 

. Goals. 
The scholarships are open to 

citizens of IsDB member states and 
selected categories of applicants 
from non-member countries. 

Applications are submitted 
entirely online and free of charge, 
with the bank warning applicants 
to beware of fraudsters, stressing 
that it does not charge any fees at 
any stage of application, selection 
or placement. . 

it aims to strengthen national 
capacity in science, engineering, 
technology and medical sciences. 

The Merit Scholarship 
Programme for High Technology, 
launched in 1992, supports 
advanced studies and research 
in high-impact scientific and 
technological fields critical to 
national development. 

The IsDB-Islamic Solidarity 
Fund for Development scholarship 
programme, introduced in 2019, 
focuses on poverty reduction in 
least developed member countries . 
It supports bachelor's degrees 
and technical diplomas in fields 
such as medicine, engineering, 
agriculture, business, ICT, tourism 
and industrial technologies, mainly 
at public institutions in applicants' 
home countries. 

Applications for the 2026/27 
academic year are now open. All 
applications must be submitted 
through the official Is DB 
scholarship portal on the Islamic 
Development Bank. The IsDB Scholarship 

Programme is fully funded, 
allowing beneficiaries to focus 
on their studies without financial 
burden. 

The award covers full tuition 
fees, paid directly to the host 
institution, as well as a monthly 
living stipend calibrated to the cost 
of living in the country of study. 
Beneficiaries also receive medical 

insurance under the university 
health scheme. 

For postgraduate scholars -
master's, PhD and postdoctoral 
fellows - the soholarship includes 
additional allowances for thesis 
preparation, scientific publications 
and participation in academic 

conferences, strengthening research 
quality and global academic 
exposure. Students selected to 
study abroad 'are supported with 
return economy-class air tickets 

Bachelor's students under 
selected programmes also receive 
an annual books and clothing 
allowance. The master of science 
scholarship programme targets 
citizens of 20 least developed 
member countries, including 
Uganda. Tenable for two years, 

With an application deadline 
ofJanuary 31, 2026, applicants 
are required to create an online 
account, complete the application 
form and upload all supporting 
documents through the portal. 
Applications sent by email or in 
hard copy are not accepted. More 
details are on https://www.isdb.org/ 
scholarships 

at the beginning and end of 
their studies, plus an installation 
allowance to help them settle. 
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Mastercard Foundation EdTech fellowship to uplift startups 
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scale their impact. Successful business strategy, product- FOR A START Successful applicants founders to validate and 
~PlicatiOnS are now applicants stand to receive market fit, governance, and 

7 ,000 
stand to receive up scale their innovations. 

opel} for the Mastercard up to $70,000 (about financial management. A to $70,000 (about The fellowship further 
oundation EdTech sh249m) in equity-free core focus of the fellowship sh249m) in equity-free connects Ugandan 

Fellowship (Uganda), a funding, providing much- is supporting innovations funding, providing much- startups to regional and 
flagship iniQative designed needed capital to expand that tackle l)ganda's needed capital to expand global EdTech networks 
to accelerate growth-stage product development, most pressing education product development, supported by-the Mastercard 
education technology strengthen operations, and challenges. Priority is given strengthen operations, Foundation. 
ventures that are reshaping reach new markets without to solutions that improve and reach new markets Applications are open 
learning outcomes across the giving up ownership. For access to education, enhance without giving up until February 5, 2026. 
country. many founders, this funding the quality and relevance ownership. Growth-stage EdTech 

The fellowship comes represents a rare opportunity of learning, and promote ventures operating in 
at a critical time when to grow sustainably while inclusion, particularly Uganda are encouraged to 
Uganda's education sector retaining full oontrol of their for underserved and especially encouraged. readiness training, startups apply. 
is increasingly embracing enterprises. marginalised communities. Participants will undertake will be prepared to engage More details on eligibility 
digital solutions to address Beyond financial support, EdTech products that an intensive fellowship with potential funders and criteria and the application 
access, quality, and the fellowship offers strengthen teacher journey that includes strategic partners. Curated process are available 
relevance in learning. comprehensive, hands-on effectiveness, expand digital business diagnostics, user- partnerships with education through the official 

The programme targets mentc1rship tailored to the learning opportunities, centred design support, and stakeholders also provide Mastercard Foundation 
Ugandan EdTech startups needs of each venture. and equip young people product refinement. opportunities to pilot EdTech Fe.llowship platform 
that have moved beyond the Fellows will receive technical with future-ready skills are Through investor solutions in real learning at fzttps://wp.me/p23f03-ik2 
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