Good and bad of UCC
‘blanket’ over internet

nmy column last week (see,“Elections:

Donot wave a false flag®— Daily Monitor,

January 9),I warned about the possibili-

ty of Ugandans — particularly social me-
dia communicators and citizen journal-
ists —raising or falling for false flags before,
during or immediately after the January
15 presidential, parliamentary and local
government elections. ;

Ialso cautioned thatitis always impor-
tant to question the content we find on the
internet or on social media.It is not always
what it appearstobe.lt could be fake.
. One of the examples I gave of “false flags”
‘on social media was the purported no-
tice by Uganda Communications Com-
mission (UCC) that the internet would be
shut down across the country on January
8 to ensure“security”during and in the af-
termath of the elections. The notice was
widely shared on social media.

Thankfully - or so we thought - UCC
came out immediately with a public state-
ment dismissing the purported notice as
fake.But asit turned out shortly what was
fake about the notice was the date and ad-
dressee [the public].

Because barely a week letter,; UCC wrote
to all licensed Mobile Network Opera-
tors (MNOs and Internet Service Provid-
ers (ISPs) to shut down the internet on Jan-
uary 13 effective at 1800hrs“following

strong recommendation from Inter:Agen-: :

cy Security Committee”.

Wheéreas during previous elections on-
ly social media was switched off - for the
same reasons, this time round it is the en-
tire world-wide-web (www) over this por-
tion of the world.

Thus as I'write this column,an unprece-

>

dented communication blanket hasbeen -
thrown over the entire country. The good
news s that there will be no false flags that
we earlier feared because there are no tools
to hoist them, nor eyes to see them.Con-
versely —and the bad news—is that there
will be no“true flags”either, because sim-
ilarly;there are no tools to hoist them,no
eyes to see them, and no voices to amplify
themTh.ewinnermtlﬁsscenaﬁoisdaxk--
ness.

Figuratively speaking,a lot of things hap-

- pen under big blankets such as this—some

good,some bad. Their“goodness”or “bad-

. ness”only gets known alot later because

nothing gets hidden forever. The Acholi
perhaps have the best saying toillustrate
this.It goes something like this: “Even if
youmade love to your mother-in-law on
the floor of the lake, one day the secret will
ooze out”and behold.. .!

So come rain,come sunshine, Ugandans
will still get to know what happened under
this unprecedented nationwide internet
communication blanket during the Janu-
ary 15,2026 General Election. The details

-people of certain persuasion.It

may remain murky for a while,but the re-
sults will be loud and clear.

Regardless,one of the most important les-
sons from this episode for the publicis the
importance and inter-connectedness of hu-
man rights, particularly the tenets pertain-
ing to communication—i.e.freedom of ex-
pression, freedom of thought and con-
science, freedom to impart one’s thoughts
and information, etc. Equally important is
how in themodern world these are inextri-
cably weaved into information and commu-
nications technology (ICT).

A blanket over these human rights — what-
ever the motivation —does not affect just
one or two individuals,or even a pof
ects eve-
ryone across the board! So it does not mat-
ter what your political'opinions are on this
election or on the candidates in the races,or
whether you are doing politics,business or
Jjust sitting at home with a smartphone. You

- are all impacted, the levels of inconvenience

notwithstanding.

In terms of media freedom - legacy or so-
cial media - freedom is not just for the jour-
nalists, bloggers,influencers, etc. It is for eve-
ryone one of us including consumers of their
content. Freedom of expression is not just

* forjournalists, politicians, human rights ac-

tivists,etc. It is for every one of us.

Freedom of thought is not just for the pro-
fessors, literary writers and those that think
big.Itis for every one of us —even us small
thinkers.Freedom toimpart ideas is not just
for teachers and politicians.It is for every
oneofus.

Which is why a blanket thrown over an
overarching tool of communication that the
internet is today is bad for every one of us.
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