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fM~ov~m~~I~ralen~~r How gender gap is affecting Uganda's netball ~2~f,~~~9 U~A~A in nee~ 
.~y'.~~~.~!:,.y'.~~~.~p'9.i~......... By Olivia Nakate lieve~ in. Some think men are fem~e hea~ coaches since . "Apart from playing the 

.. "............................................ ......... more physical than wofr:ieri," maKing theu first Wor1d Cup sport, many women have By Silvano Kibuuka 
The Federation of Motor~ Out of the 13 clubs that she explained. "But for us as appearance in 1979 in Trini· ·. attended coaching courses to ................................. _._ ........... .. 
sport Uganda (FMU) has featured in the Netball Police, we believe our coach is dad and Tobago. improve themselves as and Following a triumphant 
unveiled a revised 2026 Uganda League last season, the best." Ben Mary Muwanga became when they decide to take up victory against the South 
calendar that introduc- only one Police Netball Club Under Abalo's stewardship, the first female head coach coaching," Nyongesa said. "I Africa U-IS girls' baseball 
es new diSCiplines and was guided by a female head Police Netball Club finished during that historic debut, urge club administrators and team, the Uganda Baseball 
reshapes event schedules coach. Florence Abalo stands sixth on the league table while Imelda Nyongesa took Netball Uganda leaders to and Softball Association 
to fit budget realities while alone in a league otherwise with 26 points last season, a over nearly four decades later, give women a chance." (UBASA) is now faced with 
expanding the sport's dominated by male coaches, respectable performance in a .leading the team during the . Her argument is backed the-challenge of raising at 
national reach. raising persistent questions highly competitive league. 2018 Commonwealth Games. by global trends. Among the least sh260m to facilitate 

FMU will run.in least . about why women remain un- The trend of male dom- Nyongesa, who also coached world's top six ranked netball the national senior worn. 
eight disciplines this der-represented in coaching inance in coaching is not Uganda to victory at ~e nations Australia, England, en's team's participation 
season, with Time Trial roles within a sport tradition- limite~.to club level. Uganda's World . University Netball Jamaica, New Zealand, South in the final 2027 Women's 
(IT) and drifting officially ally played by women. national Championship, Africa, and Uganda, it is only Softball World Cup qualifi-
added. Drifting, which has For the Police Netball Club, netball strongly Uganda whose senior national er due in Peru in July. 
been on pilot study since the decision to appoint Abalo team, believes team is coached by a man. The immediate hurdle 
201, has now been elevated was based on competence the She The growing presence of for the association is the 
to a full championship fea- rather-than g~nder. Club male coaches in Ugandan need to clear a participa-' 
turing four rounds. 'E-sports manager Esther Ssendagala netball has not happened tion fee of $5,000 and a 
which debuted in '2024 has is emphatic that her coach by chance. Over the years, confirmation fee of $2,000, 
also been confirmed as a earned the role on merit. giv- many men have deliberately both payable to the World 
full championship following "She is qualified, and we en pursued netball coaching Baseball and Softball Con-
a strong showing in 2025. . believe in her," Ssendagala courses, gaining the same federation (WBSC) before 

Motocross remains a key said. "We are confident the technical knowledge as their the January 30 deadline . 
. pillar of the calendar but club is in safe hands under female counterparts. This has "The total budget stands 

has been trimmed from her leadership." created a competitive envi- at $72,000 (about sh260m). 
eight to seven events, while Ssendagala admits that ronment where appointments However, we urgently need 
go-karting will run five the wider imbalance is are increasingly based on $7,000 (about sh2Sm) 
rounds, down from seven unfortunate but attributes it certification and experience. for the confirmation and 
last season. largely to club management A significant shift occurred in commitment fees, especially 

FMU General Secretary attitudes. "Many clubs are the past ten years when men since we failed to meet the 
Raynold Kibira said the dominated by men because began actively participating early deadline of December 
changes were driven by of what their leadership be- in the Netball Super League. 17," noted UBASA presi-
the need for inclusivity and dentJohn Bosco Ssempa, 
long-term sustainability. as he appealed to sponsors 

"Disciplines like drifting . OTUC[T HAll~ CRO~~ COUNTRY T[AM and stakeholders to support 
and superbikes attract'a the team's 2027 World Cup 
huge (ollowing but were pursuit. 
previously outside our Ssempa explained that the 
guidelines. This calendar budget covers a delegation 
allows us to accommodate' of 20 players and five offi-
them," Kibira said. cials, including air tickets, 

FMU has also aligned ~y..f.<:'.~.~.~~~L............................. accommodation, meals, 
most events with school internal transport, and the 
holidays, acknowledging Uganda's triumphant World mandatory commitment 
that many competitors are Cross country team was and participation fees. 
students. Easter weekend lauded by Uganda Athletics Uganda and South 
has been retained as the (UA) president Dominic Africa are the two African 
traditional date for the Mo- Otucet at the welcome press representatives qualified for 
tocross of African Nations conference that took place at the 2027 Women's Softball 
(MX CAC!), while major J the Uganda Athletics offices World Cup. . 
rally fixtures such as the on Tuesday. The final qualification 
BOxing Day Rally remain While speaking at the round will be held in Peru, 
unchanged. Superbikes press briefing, UA vice where the groups have 
will comp~te under the president technical Benjamin already been drawn. 
motocross championship Njia celebrated-the 26-man Ssempa further revealed 
structure. squad that returned without that Uganda is currently 

However, not all tracks captain Jacob Kiplimo who under close watch by 
will host national events made a pitstop in Rome WBSC after failing to send 
this season. George for sponsorship related the U-IS girls' .team to the 
Semakula, a parent of 4 rid- obligations. 2023 World Cup in Japan, 
ers, noted that the number All of Uganda's five teams although the fine imposed 
of available tracks exceeds returned with medals apart was later waived. 
the scheduled national from the mixed relay team Uganda has been placed 
events. tha) could only take eighth in Group B, alongside 

"We have elght tracks, position. Great Britain, Japan, Puerto 
which is more than the "Though we had so many Rico, Venezuela, and hosts 
national events on the challenges when we were didn't pick up a singie medal medal in the senior women's was happy with the team Peru, with matches sched-
calendar. This means some travelling by God's grace we gave the rest of the teams an race through Joy Cheptoyek performaI1ce and promised uled for July 14-18. 
tracks will miss out this adapted so that athletes would opportunity to understand the while Charity Cherop won a better in future. The qualification has 
year," Semakula said. get the right routine to Florida. track. historic girls U-20 bronze for '1 would like to thank three groups where 

In line with the Nation- Cancellation of travel to "We used their experience Uganda. In the team category Uganda Athletics for the effort Australia, Canada, Cuba, 
al Sports Act, FMU is Amsterdam because of heavy to master the course. When the men won silver, the that they put in to ensure we Czechia, Italy arid Chinese 
exp'anding to new regions snow caused us to change our we realised there was a water women won bronze, the boys succeed. We promised the Taipei are in group A due . 
to meet the requirement of routes and the team travelled jump that was deep on one U-20 won silver while girls country that we would raise to compete on June 18-20 
covering at least 7S percent in bits had two days' rest and side, we advised me rest of U-20 won bronze. the Uganda flag and it gave in Czechia. 
of the country. Arua, the athletes went through the the teams to avoid that side of Kiplimo's third consecutive us the heart to work hard and Group C has China, 
Katakwi, Soroti and Mbale course it was similar to what the course," explained Njia. win was historical because raise it. We would like to ask Mexico, Netherlands, New 
are being considered as they had in training. We got Uganda's team came back it brought Uganda back to the government to increase Zealand, South Africa and 
potential hosts for National seven medals in total," stated with many notable medals winning ways. the funding to athletics so that USA that is.due to host the 
Rally Championship (NRC) Njia. including Iacob Kiplimo's gold Team assistanrcaptain we can continue delivering event on September 12-16. 
rounds. The mixed relay team who in the senior men's race, silver Nancy Chepkwurui Nancy results," Chepkwurui said. 


