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National New-s 

100 people remanded over 
forcing others to vote Bobi 

According to the pros­
ecution, the accused 
acted with a common­
intention to disrupt 
public order. 

BY JULIET KIGONGO 

More than 100 people have 
been charged and remanded 
to prison in connection with 
post-election violence that 

erupted in several parts of Kampala fol­
lowing last week's general election. 

They are accused offorcing others to 
vote for Opposition candidate Robert 
~agulanyi, aka Bobi Wine, among oth-
ercharges. . 

A total of 110 suspects~men and 
women aged between 21 and 48-
were arrested between January 15 and The suspects at City Hall Magistrate's Court in Kampala yesterday. PHOTO! ABU BAKER LUBOW A 
17 from various locations within Kam­
pala Central Division, according to the II court face additional charges of un­
prosecution. due influence of voters by inducing 

They face multiple charges, including them to vote for National Unity Plat­
qnlawful assembly, conspiracy to com- , form (NUP) presidential candidate 
mit a felony, being a common nuisance, Robert ~agulanyi Ssentamu, as well 
and obstruction of night patrol police as obstruction of voters on polling day. 
officers. According to the prosecution, the of-

The suspects, drawn mainly from fences were committed on January 15 
Kamwokya,Nansana, and surrounding at Quarter Zone in Kamwokya Central, 
neighbourhoods, appeared before the where the accused allegedly acted with 
Mwanga IT Magistrate's Court andthe a common intention to disrupt public 
Kampala Capital City Authority (KCCA) order. 
court. "They assembled unnecessarily and 

At the KCCA court, 40 suspects plead- without reasonable cause, provoking 
ed not guilty and were remanded to others and creating a nuisance in the 
Luzira Prison until January 28. The re- area," the prosecution told the court. 
maining70 appeared before the Mwan- "Some blocked roads, burned cartyres, 
ga II Magistrate's Court, where they and shouted that'NRM party rigged 
were also remanded pending further votes', disrupting polling activities and 
investigations. causing widespread fear among resi-

Those appearing before the Mwanga dents,"it added. 

Among the accused are Annet Nak­
awangi, Robinah Nakalule, Joan Na­
saazi, Faridah Irankunda, Aidah Nant-
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The incident comes amid 
heightened political tensions 
followil)g the 2026 national 
elections, raising concerns 
about security in urban polling 
centres. 

Authorities continue 
to monitor Kampala's 
neighbourhoods for potential 
flare-ups and have increased 
patrols in hotspots such as 

. Kamwokya, Komamboga and 
Nansana. 

ege, Shamimu Mutesi,Shafick Bwoowe, 
Ibrahim Agaba, and Anthony Wafula, 
among others. 

Court records indicate that the sus­
pects' occupations range from house­
wives and waitresses to boda boda rid­
ers, businesspeople, and students. 

Police have since warned that author­
ities will take firm action against any­
one attempting to disrupt peace and se­
curity during the electoral period. 

The arrests form part of a wider crack­
down on post-election unrest in the 
capital, as security agencies continue 
to monitor areas considered hotspots 
for violence, including Kamwokya, 
Komamboga,andNansana. 

Residents in affected neighbourhoods 
have been urged to cooperate with law 

! enforcement and report any acts of in-
l timidation or public nuisance: . 
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UCC,telecoin firms dragged to court over internet blackout 
BY JULIET KIGONGO l In their court filings, the two lawyers 

: argue that the decision to restrict inter­
KAMPALA. Two lawyers have sued : net access was implemented without 
the Uganda Communications CQmmis- f transparency, public justification, or ad­
sion (UCC) and major telecommunica- : herence to e legal framework govern­
tions companies over the internet shut- : ing limitations on fundamental rights. 
down imposed during the recent elec- : "The respondents jointly and several­
tion period, arguing that the restriction ; ly participated in the interruption of in­
was unconstitutional and unlawfully : ternet-based communication services 
disrupted communication nationwide. l without lawful authority,"tbe petition-

The suit, filed in the High Court Civ- : ers state, adding that the actions affect­
il Division, names UCC, MTN Uganda l ed millions of Ugandans who depend 
_I.iJujt~Jl .. J\i.Ij:el.J)ganda Limited, and l .Qndigitalplatformsforwor}{and~ 

Tangerine Limited trading as Lyca Mo- : to information. Uganda has previously 
bile, together ·'?lith other undisclosed : experienced internet shutdowns dur­
actors, as respondents. ! ing election periods, including on Jan-

The petitioners, Mr Michael Abone- : uary 15, with authorities often citing 
ka and Mr Raymond Amumpaire, con- !- national security and public order con­
tend that the shutdown, which took ef- ; cems. However, the petitioners main­
feet during and aroUnd polling days, vi- : tain that in this instance, no formalle­
olated constitutional guarantees· and ! gal instruments were publicly issued to 
caused widespread economic, social, : justify the shutdown. 
andcivic disruption. . "The applicants c,?ntend that any lim-

Justification. 
Small businesses 
that rely on internet 

connectivity suffered 
losses,journalists were unable to 
report freely, and ordinary citizens 
were denied access to information 
at a critical democratic moment," 
Petitioners 

country's largest telecom operators, 
are accused of complying with direc­
tives that allegedly lacked a legal ba­
sis. In an affidavit supporting the ap­
plication, the lawyers state that the 
shutdown crippled online business­
es, disrupted mobile money serVic­
es, and cut off citizens from real-time 
election information. 

They are seeking court declarations 
that the shutdown was inconsistent 

itation on access to information and with the Constitution and the Ugan-
.. c9IIlIDumcation must meet the.strict d.a CommunicatiOJl.L,~,~t They _~: 

test of legality, necessity and propor- so want orders barring the respond­
tionality," the court documents read. ents from imposing similar restric­
"No such test was met." tions during future elections, as wen 

The petitioners argue that as the stat- as costs oftbe suit. 
utory body mandated to regulate Ugan- By press time, none of the respond­
da's communications sector, uec haa a ents had filed a response to the suit. 
duty to protect consumers and ensure However, in previous cases, telecom 
continuityofservice,ratherthansuper- . companies have maintained that 
vise its suspension. ' they act in compliance with lawful di-

MTN Uganda andAirtel Uganda, the ' rectives issuedbythe regulator. 

Govt restores 
internet but 
warns public 
against misuse 
BY BUSEIN SAMILU 

KAMPALA. The Uganda Communica­
tions Commission (UCC) has restored 
internet services but cautioned Ugan­
dans to exercise restraint and respon­
sibility online, warning that misuse 
could trigger another shutdown. ' 
_ The UCC Executive Director, Mr Ny­
ombi Thembo, said the restoration fol­
lowed advice from the Inter-Agency 
Security Committee after an assess­
ment of the post-election security situ­
ation. He said the return of connectivi­
ty would be phased and carefully mon­
itored. 

"This phased and responsible re­
turn to connectivity reflects the Com­
mission's commitment to balancing 
national security with the legitimate 
needs of citizens for information, com­
munication and economic activity,"Mr 
Thembo said while addressingjournal­
ists at UCC offices in Kampala. 

He urged users to avoid spreading 
Unverified information, hate speech or 
inflammatory content that could incite 
violence or undermine public order. 

"Responsible digital citizenship 
means verifying facts before sharing, 
respecting the views of others and con­
tributing to national unity rather than 
division. Remember, freedom comes 
with responsibility,"he said. 

UCC switched off the internet on 
Tuesday last week ahead of the Thurs­
day,January 15, presidential and parlia­
mentary elections, plunging the coun­
try into a digital blackout that~·hlsted 
through the voting and tallying period. 

The shutdown remained in place 
until Saturday night after the Elector­
al Commission had earlier in the day, 
declared President Museveni, the Na­
tional Resistance Movement (NRM) flag 
bearer, winner with 7.6 million votes,' 
extending his rule to 45 years. 

Mr Thembo defended the suspen­
sion, describing it as "necessary and 
proportionate". He added that telecom 
operators were yesterday directed to re­
store key essential services to ensure 
business continuity and access to criti-
cal information. . 

Among the services restored are web 
browsing, access to news websites, edu­
cationalresources,government portals, 
financial services, email and other es­
sential online activities. 

Restricted services 
However,social media platforms and 

over-the-top (OTT) messaging applica­
tions remain temporarily restricted. 

"In line with the directive issued to 
all licensed mobile network operators 
and internet service providers, social 
media platforms and messaging appli-

_ ..{:atiQ~~ain.resttic;t.e.d to.qmtinu.e 
safeguarding against misuse that could 
threaten public order,"Mr Thembo said. 

He noted that some users may at­
tempt to bypass the restrictions using 
VIrtual Private Networks (VPNs), warn­
ing that security agencies remain alert. 

"Anyone who attempts to use on­
line platforms to incite violence or do 
wrong things will be dealt with ... ," he 
said. 
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