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Archbishop Kaziimba prays for NMG journalists ahead of elections 
BY ANTHONY WESAKA 

KAMPALA. The Archbishop of 
the Church of Uganda, the Most Rev 
Dr Stephen Kaziimba Mugalu, has 
prayed for journalists of Nation Media 
Group-Uganda (NMG-U) ahead of the 
general election that begin tomorrow 
with presidential and parliamentary 
polls. 

Dr Kaziimba made the prayers yes­
terday during a courtesy visit to NTV 
Uganda, one ofNMG's broadcast putlets, 
where he acknowledged the challenges 

journalists face, especially during elec­
tion periods. 

The archbishop saidjournalists often 
work under pressure and may not al­
ways receive public appreciation, but 
urged them to remain steadfast, adding 
that their work does not go unnoticed 
by Gad. 

"People may not appreciate what you 
do, but God does," Dr Kaziimba said, 
drawing from the biblical account of 
the woman who poured expensive per­
fume on the feet of Jesus."Whatyou are 
doing might not be acknowledged by 

people, but God knows it." 
He encouraged the journalists to re­

main strong as they carry out their du­
ties during the critical electoral period. 

"So I am here to pray with you, to ap­
preciate you, and to commit you to God 
as you go into this crucial time of Janu­
ary 15. God cares,"the archbishop said. 

Dr Kaziimba also shared a scripture 
from Philippians 4:6, urgingjournalists 
not to be anxious about anything but to 
commit their concerns to God througp 
prayer and thanksgiving. . 

"My prayer is that the Lqrd helps us 

all to go through this period. May Ugan­
dans care for one another regardless 
of our different ideologies. We are all 
Ugandans,"he said. 

Dr Kaziimba added that he was born 
in Uganda and would die here, stressing 
the need for national unity. 

. Ugandans head to the polls tomorrow 

. to elect a President and Members of 
Parliament for the next five years. 

Eight candidates are contesting for 
the presidency, including the'incum­
bent, Mr Yoweri Museveni of the Na­
tional Resistance Movement (NRM); Mr 

Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, popular­
ly known as Bobi Wille, of the National 
Unity Platform (NUP); Forum for Dem­
ocratic Change (FOC) candidate Nathan 
Nandala Mafabi; and Alliance for Na­
tional Transformation (ANT) flag bear­
er Gen MugishaMuntu. 

Other contenders are Mr Elton Jo­
seph Mabirizi of the Conservative Par­
ty,Mr Mubarak Munyagwa oftbe Com­
mon Man's Party,Mr Robert Kasibante 
of the National Peasants' Party, and Mr 
Frank Bulira of the Revolutionary Peo­
ple's Party. 
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Polling stations across 
the country will open at 
7am and close at 4pm, 
but a voter who will be 
in the queue by closing 
time will be allowed to 
cast his/her vote. 

BYPHILIPWAFULA 

Ugandans vote tomorrow to elect a 
President, 353 constituency Mem­
pers of Parliament (MPs), and 146 
District Woman representatives. 

To ensure a smooth flow of the 2026 
General Election, the Electoral Com­
mission (EC) has laid down procedures 
and expectations for the country's more 
than 21.6 million registered voters. 
The~g stations across the coUn­

try will open at 7am and close at 4pm, 
but a voter wh'O will be in the queue by 
closing. time will be allowed to cast his/ 
her vote. 

The voters are required to report to on­
ly the polling stations where they are 
list€d in the voter roll. 

The EC says the voters are encouraged ' 
to carry a national identification card or 
a Voter Location Slip (VLS). These doc­
uments help polling officials to quickly 
locate a voter's details. 

However, the officials say lacking these 
documents does not disqualify a regis­
tered voter. 

. Once a voter arrives at the assigned 
polling station and their name and pho­
tograph appear on the National Voters' 
Register, the presiding officer may con­
firm their identity using biometric ver­
ification. 
At the polling station, a voter's identity 

will be verified using the Biometric Vot­
er Verification Kit (BVVK). This is done 
through fingerprint scanning or facial 
recognition. After successful verifica­
tion, the presiding officer scans the bal­
lot papers and issues them to the voter. 

The voter then proceeds to the voting 
basin or booth to mark the ballot pa­
per in private. Voters are required to in­
dicate their choice by placing either a 
tick (vi) or a thumbprint next to the pre­
ferred candidate. 

Polling officials explain that to avo~d 
an invalid vote, voters must ensure their 
mark is clear and confined to one candi­
date's box. After m arking, the ballot pa­
per is folded as instructed and placed 
into the designated ballot box fop that 
elective position. 

Before leaving the polling station, the : 

The dos~ dowts for 
voters on polling day 

Workers arrange boxes containing electoral materials before their distribu­
tion from the Uganda Electoral Commission warehouse, ahead of the general 
election, in Ntinda, Kampala City, last Thursday. PHOTO/REUTERS 

voter's finger is marked with indelible 
ink, a safeguard designed to prevent 
m tiplevoting. 
In cases where a voter makes a mis­

take while marking the ballot, the law 
allows them to request a replacement. 
The spoiled ballot is cancelled, record­
ed, and safely kept, after which the vot­
er is issued a fresh ballot paper follow­
ing verification. 

PreparednessofEC officials 
Governance researcher and policy an­

alyst Job Kiija says the success of polling 
day also depends on how well-prepared 
election officials are. 

He says the EC returning officers 
and polling staff are expected to be 
equipped with official polling kits con­
taining essentialmaterials,including bi­
ometric verification devices, ballot box­
es, ballot papers, voter registers, and in­
delible ink. 

Other required materials include vot- ~ 
ing booths or screens,Declaration ofRe- : 
sults (DR) Forms, official report books, : 
tally sheets, seals, tamper-proof enve­
lopes, and general stationery such as 
pens,strings,and stamp pads. 

"The polling officials and everyone 
else at the polling station, including 
observers and party agents, must have 
identification badges,"Mr Kiija says. 

He adds that adequate lighting,includ- . 
ing using solar lamps, are necessary to : 
support early morning setup, voting : 
throughout the day, and vote counting : 
after polls close. 

Election observers encourage the vot­
ers to report any irregularities to poll­
ingofficials, poll observers, or the police, 
rather than engaging in confrontation. 

Observers speak out 
Human rights advocate and election -

analyst Chris Kaheru, who has observed 

ELECTION DAY . 
CHECKLIST FOR VOTERS 

Dos 
·Go.onlyto the polling sta­
tion where you are assigned. 
·Carry a National 10 or Voter 
Location Slip (ifavailable). 
·Follow instructions 
from polling officials. 
·Mark your ballot clear-
ly with one tick or thumbprint. 
·Fold the ballot as directed 
and place it in the correct box. 
·Leave the polling station peace­
fully after voting. 

Don'ts 
·Carry or display party or can­
didate campaign materials. 
·Use phones or came-
ras in the voting basin. 
·Campaign, chant, argue 
or persuade others 
at the polling station. 
·Carry weapons, alcohol or drugs 
·Display your marked ballot. 
You cannot be denied the right 
to vote simply because you: 
·00 not have a voter location slip. 
·Are e lderly. 
·Have a physical disability . 
·Cannot read or write. 
As long as your name and pho­
tograph appear on the Na­
tiona� Voters' Re&ister and 
you are verified blometrical­
Iy, you are entitled to vote. 
How to avoid an invalid vote 
·Use only one mark 
on the ballot paper. 
·Place the tick (vi) or thumbprint 
inside one candidate's box. 
·00 not mark across 
two candidates. 
·00 not write names, words 
or symbols on the ballot. 
Made a mistake? 
Ask the presiding officer for a re­
placement ballot. You are legally 
entitled to one. 

elections across Africa,Asia,Europe,and 
North America, says credible polls are 
ultimately determined by attention to 
detail 

"The ballot must be intact, verified, se­
rialised,sealed, and accounted fot: If the 
ballot is compromised, everything else 
will be a charade," Mr Kaheru says. He 
adds that both technology and human 
oversight are critical,given the challeng­
esexper:ienced in previous elections.-

"Secondly, the voter register and the : 

Biometric Voter Verification Kit must 
work. You know what has happened in 
past elections. So, the technology and 
the human backup must be able to 
work,"he explains. 

Mr Kaheru stresses the importance of 
the timely opening of polling stations, 
warning that delays undermine confi­
dence even before voting begins. 

"Delayed openings disenfranchise vot­
ers and erode trust even before the first 
vote is cast. Transparency tools must be 
visible. The results declaration forms, 
polling procedures, results transmis­
sion,and tallying steps must be clear,"he 
says, emphasising that the conduct of 
EC officials on polling day is as impor­
tant as the law itself"Neutrality must be 
seen,not explained." 

Mr Kaheru says several factors do not 
disqualify a registered voter. 

"A voter is not disqualified from vot­
ing simply because they lack a voter lo­
cation slip, have a physical disability, are 
eld~ or cannot read or write,"he says. 

Mr Kaheru explains that the voter lo­
cation slip mainly helps identify the 
polling station and that biometric ver­
ification remains the key requirement . 
Physical disability or advanced age, he 
adds, does not negate the right to vote, 
and polling officials are required to facil­
itate participation while preserving vot­
erchoice. 

Literacy is also not a requirement, 
since voters may mark ballo~ using a 
tick or thumbprint. "Ultimately, what 
matters on polling day is that the vot­
er is registered, verified biometricaliy,is­
sued a ballot, and allowed' to cast their 
vote freely and correctly," Mr Kaheru 
says. 

"Voters should not carry or display 
party or candidate flags, posters, stick­
ers, badges, T-shirts, caps, scarves, wrist­
bands, whistles, vuvuzelas or leaflets 
bearing a candidate's name,symbo~slo-
gan or colours,"Mr Kaheru says. . 

He adds that phones, cameras, or re­
cording devices must not be taken in­
to the voting basin, as voting is a private 
act and photographing a marked ballot 
compromises secrecy. Weapons, sharp 
objects, drugs are also prohibited, and 
voters must not engage in campaign­
ing, chanting, persuasion, or arguments 
within or near polling stations. 

"Polling stations are neutral, calm 
spaces. People should come and vote 
quietly, follow instructions, cast their 
ballot privately, and leave peacefully,"he 
adds. ... 

Mr George Omony, a principal meteor­
ologist at the Ministry of Water and En­
vironment, says most parts of the coun­
try are currently experiencing dry con­
ditions. 

Mr Omony, however, advises voters in 
rainy areas to carry umbrellas, <Vhile 
those in hotter regions should prepare 
for sunshine and heat. 

Tne open campaigns ended yesterday, 
with-t)~RI anlWtheF stakehol 
urging calm and restraint. 
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