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How Internet shutdown will affect you 

The temporary shut­
down will affect public 

Jnternetaccess,SIM 
card sales and registra­
tion' and limiting out­
bound data-roaming. 

-BV ISMAIL MUSA LADU 

T
he suspension of the Internet, 
which the Uganda Communica­
tions Commission (Uec) referred 

. to as temporary, will hit you in 
_more ways than intended by the au­

thority. 
Last evening, the communication sec-

...tor regulator ordered the temporary 
suspension of public Internet access 
and specific mobile services in anticipa­
tion of the general elections set for to-

morrow. 
- However,service providers~many of 
whom rely heavily on the Internet-re­
hlain concerned that this routine gov­
ernment intervention will inflict wider 
damage on the digital ecopomy beyond 
its stated security goals. 

- Following security recommenda­
tions, the uec issued a directive that al­
though many people appear to be op­
posed to, saw it coming for days if not 
weeks. 

Industry players say beyond what the government targets to curb, mobile money transactions, which heavily rely on 
active Internet, would be. among the causalities of the govemment action. PHOTO/FILE 

The temporary shutdown will af- the suspension was necessary, to com- volving millions of transactions, high­
fect public Internet access, SIM card bat online is.$ues and prevent incite- lighting its critical role in the economy 
sales and registration, and limiting out- ment of violence during the election for everyday payments. 
bound data roaming. period. The entire market sees even larg-

According to UCC, essential servic- Industry players say beyond what er volumes, with a large portion be-
es like healthcare and banking are re- the government targets to curb, mobile . ing small-value transactions, an indica­
portedly exempt. But players, who rely money transactions, which heavily re- ; tion of heavy usage by the majority of 
on the Internet either partially or fully , ly on active Internet, will be among the : households that could be outside the 
for their operations,fear that this move ' causalities of the government action. : formal banking services. 
mayalsoaffectothervirtualoperations. j MTN alone handles in excess of : This also shows how important mo-

The regulator h~ made it clear that j Shs430 billion ($100 million) daily, in- j bile money is as a financial inclusion 
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As of2026, agent banking in 
·Uganda transacts an estimated 
ShsSO.5 billion per day, will also 
be a causality of the temporary 
suspension oflntemet. 

Agent banking is a model 
where banks partner with local 
businesses or agents to offer 
basic financial services like de­
posits, withdrawals, and trans­
fers in areas without physical 
branches, reaching unbanked 
and remote populations. 

The aforementionea figure is 
derived from the latest Bank of 
Uganda (SOU) Integrated Annual 
Report for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2025, which reported 
a total annual transaction value 
ofShs9.4 trillion. 

tool in an economy like Uganda, which 
is largely informaL 

In Uganda, the total value of mobile 
money transactions reached approx­
imately Shs326.3 trillion for the year 
ending June 30,2025. This translates to 
an average of roughly Shs894 billion ex­
changed dally across the entire indus­
try. 

As of September 2025, there were 35.6 
million active mobile money accounts 
in the country, according to UCC. 

This was corroborated by a Bank of 
Uganda analysis, which noted that a sig­
nificant majority of these exchanges, 
which is about 92, are low-value trans­
actions under Shs50,OOO. 
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BY DAMALI Jt1UKHAYE .t 

KAMPALA. President Museveni's 
campaigns, which kicked offin Luwee­
ro on September 30,2025, ended yes­
terday, With the National Resistance 
Movement (NRM) flagbearer warning 
against violence during the elections 
slated for tomorrow. . . 

Speaking at his last rally at Kololo In­
dependence Grounds yesterday, Pres­
ident Museveni, who said he has held 
143 rallies, vowed to crush any Oppo­
sition elements planning to cause vi­
olence on voting day, and called on all 
Ugandans to peacefully exercise their 
civic duty. 
. In the company of his wife, Ms Janet 

Kataha Museveni and NRM cadres and 
supporters clad in yellow attire, Presi­
dent Museveni said: "I want to advise 
some of the Opposition people. They 
are saying they want to cause violence 
here. I want to urge all people not to 
fear anyone or anything. Go and vote. 
Anybody who wants to interfere with 
your freed.om,1 will crush them." 

The President said he is ready to put 
an end to the indiscipline exhibited by 
some Opposition members, emphasis­
ing that no one has the right to intim­
idate citizens during the electoral pro­
cess. 

Despite. all presidential candidates 
holding theirJinal.rallies yesterday in 
different parts of the country,Kampala 
Ceritral was painted yellow, with sever­
al buses, taxis,.and boda bodas seen fer­
rying people to Kololo before the rally 
began. 

All roads leading to Kololo were cov­
~~':l'lJ·.m..President Museveni's Ror-

Museveni warns against violence during polls 
I want to advise some 
of the Opposition 
people. They are 
saying they want to 
cause violence here. 
I want to urge all 
people not to fear 

anyone or anything. Go and 
vote. Anybody who wants to inter­
fere with your freedom, I will crush 
them. . 
- President Museveni 

everyone can have safe water in their 
homes. 

With these measures, President Mu­
seveni said the NRM party will be 
brought closer to the people. 

What other party leaders say 
Meanwhile, the First National Chair­

person of the ruling NRM party, Mr 
Moses Kigongo, called on Ugandans to 
maintain utmost discipline during the 
elections. 
Mr Kigongo said while some competi­

tors who expect to lose may attempt to 
. cause violence and intimidate voters, 
NRM supporters should remain peace­
ful throughout the electoral period 

He urged voters not to allow anyone to 
traits, balloons, and various yellow dec- intimidate them or prevent them from 
orations welcomjng city dwellers and accessing polling stations, noting that 
people from different walks of life. By this would not be the last time Uganda 
2pm, the airstrip was nearly full to ca- goes to the polls. 
pacity, with party cadres and support- Kigongo further emphasised the need 
ers watting to usher in their candidate. President Museveni arrives at a campaign rally in Kole District, Lango Sub-re- . for calm even after the elections, advis- • 

President Museveni, who spoke for gion last week. PHOTO/COURTESY OF KAGUTA MUSEVENI X HANDLE ing supporters to maintain peace as 
nearly an hour, first explained the they await and receive the election re: 
achievements the party has registered ti-poverty programmes and make sure : edge to grab their land. sults. 
in various sectors, saying these gains they work well. We are going to add : He asked the NRM leaders not to toler- The NRM First National Vice Chairper-
need to be protected. more money to PDM, so our leaders : ate this atrocity committed against the son and Speaker ofParliament,Ms Ani-

He also listed seven areas, which he should encourage their people to join : people. ta Among, commended P-resident Mu- .. ~ 
said ifhandled ably by the NRM party, parish Saccos,"he scUd. : He added that the party will also fight sevenifor reaching out to all Ugandans 
would bring the party closer to the peo- He added that all children from poor : corruption,especially the vice of selling and selling the party's vision to the elec-
pIe. fumilies must be able to study for free : Local Government jobs. torate. 

Top of the list is poverty.The President without being charged an)l"fees. ~ "How can this happen, and people get . She said it is now the responsibility 
said more funds will be added to pover- The President, who is.seeking re-elec- ~ to know about it and fuil to act? AllNRM of party supporters to turn..up in large 
ty eradication programmes, especially i tion for a seventh term, also addressed - cadres should fight corruption, and our numbers and vote. 

. the Parish Development Model (pDM), the issue of land evictions, saying the courts of law must also act so that peo- The First Lady and Minister ofEdud.­
to lift Ugandans out ofpoverty. Land Act does not allow the eviction . pIe are not oppressed," President Mu- tion, Ms Janet Museveni, commended 

"We are going to emphasise issues of bibaIliao~ers,notingthatallsuch ; sevenisaid.. . Ugandans,especiallythe youth, wom-
that affect the poor in this country, es- .evictions are illegal. He also said he plans to improve infra- en, and religious leaders, for maintain-
peciallypoverty.ThatiswhyeveryNRM He said those evicting the ~or ~ i struc.ture.justceinth«; ~scourt:s ing pea aigns before they 

. cadfe must ensure th rt !he· l*k'Wf al'ld.aicess that . ay. 


