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By Prossv Nandudu ........... .. ...... ~ .... /. .......................................... . 
Jhe Imbalu festival that takes place 
every even year is at risk of not 
happening this year if the issue of the 
rightful cultural leader of the Bamasaba 
is not resolved. 

_ .;rIDs was after each of the two people 
claiming to be the rightful cultural 
leader of the. Bamasaba organised a 
parallel function to launch the Imbalu . 
festival on January 1. 

Both Gidudu Masolo and Jude Mike 
Mudoma claim to be the culturcilleader 
of Inzu Ya Masaba (House of Masaba) 
cultural institution. 

Masolo said: ".This year's festival has 
not been offisially·inaugurated because 
locals feel that ·Mudoma is imposing 
himself on them. Mudoma organised 
the launch at Bungokho Mutoto, the 
cultural site of the Bamasaaba, but 
many parents refused to take their 
children there. My tearn organised 
the launch at Bubyangu and parents 

-vrought their children. Over 5,000 
Bamasaba turned up." 

He said the Imbalu is a big ceremony, 
which unifies the Bamasaba and 
should be organised properly following 
traditions and customs. 

The development . comes at a 
time when Masolo has petitioned 
President Yoweri Museveni, seeking 
his intervention in the leadership 
·dis.agreement that is' threatening to tear 

. apcm the Inzu Ya Masaba. 
In his petition to Museveni, Masolo 

insists that he is the rightfully elected 
Umukuka of the Bamasaba and 
not the current occupant of the seat 
(Mudoma), who has held it since 2020. 

Masolo, who urged the Bamasaaba to 
vote for Museveni in the forthCOming 
election, described the election that 
brought Mudoma to the seat as 

IMBALU FESTIVAL AT STAKE AS FIGHT 
FOR BAMASABA LEADERSHIP RAGES 

Umukuka of Bamasaba Jude 
Mike Mudoma 

fraudulent 

SURGEONS SLAM MUDOMA 
Traditional surgeons in Bugisu sub­
region also joined Masolo to criticise 
Mudoma for what they call lack 
of knowledge on cultural matters, 
particularly regarding the Imbalu. 

The surgeons representing districts 
across Bugisu accuse Mudoma of 
overstepping his authority after 
he warned that participants in the 
January 1,. circumcisions could face 
arrest. 

Majidu Mudebo, chairperson of the 
local surgeons, said Mudoma's term 

» Both Gidudu Masolo 
and Jude Mike 
Mudoma claim to be 
the cultural leader .of 
Inzu Ya Masaba (House 
of Masaba) cultural 
institution. 
has expired and he has no moral 
authority to issue orders on Imbalu. 
The group pledges allegiance to ' the 
rival Umukuka. 

Mudebo further dismissed 
Mudoma's push for formal training of 
surgeons, insisting that circumcision 
is a spiritual calling, not something 
taught. , 

Other surgeons, including George 
Watuwa Shimenya and Sulait 
Woniaye, praised the rival Umukuka 
for creating a ministry to support 
their welfare. 

According to Mudebo, over 300 
boys were circumcised on New 
Year's Day across the region, noting 
that there are about 750 registered 

traditional surgeons in Bugisu; 

MUDOMA RESPONDS 
In response, Mudoma insisted that 
his guidance that minors who are 
below 18 years of age should not be 
subjected to Imbalu still stands. 

"Imbalu is traditionally intended to 
give clearance to the newly initiated 
man to take personal, family and 
community responsibility, including 
marriage. One of the elaborate 
procedures involves bashebi 
(surgeons) taking' the newly initiated 
man through counselling sessions in 
relation to getting a marriage partner. 
So, a minor below 18 years doesn't 

qualify," Mudoma smd. 
He added that it against the 

International Conventions on the 
Rights of Children and the law of 
Uganda that provide that minors 
do not have the capacity to make 
informed decisions and, t1ierefore, 
subjecting them to such painful 
traditional initiation is illegal. 

Mudoma directed people escorting 
Imbalu candidates to regulate the 
intake of alcohol and also desist from 
integrating partisan politics in Imbalu 
processions. 

Commenting on reports that 
Bamasaaba shunned the Imbalu 
festival launch, Alfred Geresom 
Musamali, the spokesperson for 
Mudoma's faction, said about five 
surgeons paid a courtesy call to 

. Mudoma last Monday, but did not 
meet him because he was engaged. 

According to Musamali, Mudoma 
delegated a tearn composed of 
the communications team and the 
cultural affairs minister, Moses Kutoi, 
to meet the surgeons. 

"We told them that we have 
approached the Uganda AIDS 
Commission for technical and 
financial support in training the 
hundreds of bashebi (surgeons) 
before they can be cleared to safely 
undertake the exercise," he said. 

~.~~~~.~!~~.~ ................. ~: ..... .. 
~re th 20 people are nursing 
injuries ollowing violent clashes 
betwpp supporters of rival 

Children injured as rival supporters clash 
Kanziira village, who reported 
the matter at Myanzi Police 
Station alongside Margaret 
Nanyonga, said. 

'1 was at home when a group 
of men came and started beating 
me. One of them injured my 
finger," Nanyonga said. 

.. cal candidates in Kassanda 
outh Constituency. 
Four candidates are contesting 

for the parliamentary seat, 
-~ltluding Abdul Bisaso, the 

National Resistance Movement 
. (NRM) flag-bearer, independent 
candidates Eria Mubiru and 
Julius Kizza, as well as National 
Unity Platform's (NUP) Frank 
Kabuye .. 

However, the race has largely 
narrowed to Bisaso and Mubiru, 
who both participated in the 
NRM primaries. Mubiru later 
rejected the results, accusing 
Bisaso of vote rigging and 
returned to the race as an 
independent. 

Jossam Tandeka, a campaign 
manager for Mubiru, said they 
plan to petition the Police and 
Electoral Commission (EC) to 

. restore calm. 
"It's a pity that people gather 

with posters of their political 
candidate to a rival's gathering 
and attack village,s, injuring 
peop'le, including the minors. 
This cannot be accepted." 

Tandeka asked the Police and 
the EC to act on such candidates 

Residents told police that people travelllnQ on trucks bearlnQ Blsaso posters attacked and beat them 

and ask them to account for their 
behaviours and activities. 

Residents of Myanzi sub-

county allege that on Sunday 
night, people travelling on 
trucks bearing Bisaso posters 

attacked and beat villagers. 
"I have just had an operation, 

but these people came to my 

home and beat me, causing me 
more pain. I can't move now," 
Francis Luhiire, a ' resident of 

In Kasagazi village, MyariZi 
sub-county, three children 
under 10 years were stoned and 
injured. 

Other victims were reported 
in Nalutuntu and Manyogaseka. 
Addressing supporters in 
Kasagazi, Mubiru condemned 
the attacks and urged supporters 
to remain calm. 

"It too bad that such acts 
are committed and children 
are affected. I appeal to you to 
remain calm during and after 
elections because this exercise 
will end, but you will still be 
here in the same community," 
he said. 

Bisaso denied knowledge 
of the attacks, saying he was 
not traveling with the alleged 
perpetrators, but claimed 
his supporters were being 
provoked. 

Wamala Region Police 
spOkesperson Lameck Kigozi 
said police are investigating the 
matter and urged candidates to 
control their supporters. 
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