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Moroccans 
few; respect 
Senegal the 
most in Rabat 

. • Morocco's emphatic 2-0 quar-
terfinal win over Cameroon has reignited 
hopes ofa first-Africa'Cup of Nations title in 
50 years, but fans and players alike openly 
admit that 2021 champions Senegal - Lions 
ofTeranga - remain the team they fear and 
respect most as the semifinals approach. . 
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AfeOD ~ Local 

Crowd Fe r. Morocco fans show their passion cheering wildly inside the Prince Moulay Abdellah Stadium in Rabat during their 
team's 2-0 quarterfinal victory over Cameroon, showcasing a mix of expe.ctation and desperation as the Atlas Lions edge closer 
to their first Afcon title in 50 years. PHOTOS/REUTERS 

/ 
Diaz tucked home from close range in the Repeatof2021 final 

Appearances; 20 (ficstjn1912) ___ _ 
Best result: Champions (1976) ____ ~ 

Last semi ap~~4.J.ts..Iunis~ 

26th minute after Ayoub El Kaabi's flick on 
from a corner, using his thigh to nudge the 
ball into the net for his fifth goal of the tour­
nament 

Sru.bari's goal also came from a set piece,fir­
ing home a low left-footed drive after pick­
ing up a loose ball from a free.kick. 

ing closer. Now into the semifinals, the ulti­
mate goal is only 180 minutes fromfruition. 

However, most fans here have a lot of re­
spect, and fear,for 2021 African champions 
Senegal whose depth has come to the fore 
duringthis tournament 

The Lions ofTeranga face Egypt, 3-2 win­
ners over Ivory Coast,in a repeat of the 2021 
Afcon final whereas the host must navigate - "... 
a tie against Nigeria on Wednesday. 

T
he whistling, noise and hooting in 
the Moroccan capital Rabat on fri­
day night could have created a loud 
echo off the sky, or at least clouds. 

That dominant 2-0 Africa Cup of 
Nations (Mcon) quarterfinal victory over 
Camer06nis the best coach Walid Regragui's 
team has played after rather unconvincing 
displays prior. 

A goal in each h~ scored by Brahim Di­
az and Ismael Saibari, was enough to see off 
their opponents, who rarelY threatened. 

Desperation & expectation 
Locals here have both a sense of expecta­

tion and desperatio14 to see the hosts win a 
first Africa Cup of Nations (Afcon) title in 50 
years. 

Both feelings were very evident amongst 
over 10,000 supporters at the Esplanade 
OLM Souissi Fan PaIk 

With every victo~ the Atlas Lions are edg-

"Which team do u fear the most,~ I often 
ask locals. "Senegal is tough,~ all respond. 
They two can only meetin SUnday's final 

Morocco are now unbeaten in 25 match­
es - a hln stretching back to their last-16 ex­
it at the 2023 edition of the finals - and are 
into the last four at an Mcon for the first 
time since 2004, when they went on to lose 
against Tunisia in the final 

Iliman Ndiaye's first-half tap-in was 
enough for Senegal to beat lo-man Mali and 
book their place in the semi-finals. 

Victor Osimhen and Akor Adams were on 
target as the Super Eagless advanced to the 
final four with a comfortable 2-0 win over 
Algeria 

Before kickoff of this clash, many Moroc­
cans wouldhavechosen~riafor asemifi­
nal opponent despite the historic rivalIyobe-
tween the two countries. -;:;:.. 

Most must have chosen the Desert Foxes 
because they feel the Nigerians are in good 
shape to add to their three African titles. 

Even then, Moroccans celebrated Algeria's 
exit wildly. 
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BY INNOCENT NDAWULA 
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Equity' backs Kibirioe's Q-School world dream I P~~~~~~Ki~~:~~=~~~ 
b : er-level competition on development 

~ Cash Support. Pro­
fessional golfer Marvin 
Kibirige (L) receiv.es 

• a: dummy cheque of 
$2,000 (Shs7.2m) 
from Equity Bank's 
Head of Marketing and 
Communications, Clare 
Tumwesigye at Uganda 
Golf Club Kitante on 
Saturday January 10, 
ahead of his participa­
tion in the Q Schools 
Golf Tournament in India 
later this month. PHOTO/ 
INNOCENT NDAWULA 

: tours in South Africa and Kenya, experi­
: ences that sharpened his belief that he 
! belongs beyond domestic circuits. 

: TheQ-Schooltest 
: India, however, presents a different 
: challenge altogether. It is golf without 
: mercy-long travel, unfamiliar condi­
! tions and intense pressure where a few 
: poor holes can undo months of prep a­
: ration. Yet it is precisely the environ­
: ment Klbirige believes will shape him 
: for the better. "This is a dream come 
! . true,~Kibirige said. "Q-School gives hope 
: to local players. It shows that with hard 
: WOlX and the right support, a Ugandan 
: golfer can compete anywhere.~ 
: Beyond the cheque, Equity Bank al­
: so offered logistical and equipment 
: support, underlining a partnership 

KAMPALA. Marvin Kibirige is quiet­
ly. positioning himself for a leap Ugan­
dan professional golf has learned to re­
spect-the long, unforgiving road to 
global relevance. Like Ronald Rugu­
mayo, the current flag bearer on the 
Sunshine, Big Easy and DP World Tour, 
Kibirige believes his game, discipline 
and patience are ready for golf's tough­
est classrooms. . short for Qualifying School-is where 

careers are either accelerated or de­
layed.Kibirige took his flight yesterday. 

Equity Bank says the investment fits 
: its broader mission of transforming 

lives through opportunity. 

: built more on belief than branding. For . ~ 
: Ugandan golf, the implications stretch 

That belief received a timely lift on ' 
January 10 when Equity Bank Uganda ' 
handed Kibirige a dummy cheque of 
$2,000 (Shs7.2m,) at Uganda Golf Club 
(UGe) Kitante, support earmarked for 
his participation in the 2026 Q-School 
tournament in India. 

The sponsorship targets one of golf's 
most decisive gateways. Q-School-

EquitY boost 
A strong showing opens doors to 

competitive regional and global tours, 
steady competition and world ranking 
points, something Ugandan profession­
als rarely eI\ioy consistently. 

"As a Bank, our promise is to trans­
form lives, and we are doing ::his with 
Kibirige,~said Clare Tumwesigye,"Equity 
Bank's Head Of Marketing and Commu­
nications."He has a dream of playing at 
the top golf events in the world, and we 
want tojourneywith him." 

For Klbirige, the moment carried deep : wider. With Rugumayo already active in 
' personal weight .. He grew up at the : Kenya on the Sunshine Development 
Marylouise Simkins Golf Club in Nam- : Tour,Kibirige's India push signals depth 
ulonge, learning the game as a caddie ' -not dependency on a single trailblazer. 
and shaping his swing through obser- : Behind the grin is a silent worker with 
vation and persistence when formal : swagger suited to the modern game. If 
coaching was out of reach. His grind : the envelope must rip for Ugandan golf 
paid offin 2018 when he earned a per- : to move forwa.rd.Kibirige looks ready to 
manent place on the national team. ; push it 
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