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MUKONO HOLIDAY MAKERS EMPOWERED WITH AI SKILLS 
By Henry Nsubuga 

inety-seven 
Primary Seven 
and Senior Four 
finalists have 
graduated from 
a six-week ICT 
and Artificial . 

Intelligence (AI) training 
programme, which started on 
December 4, 2025 and ended 
on Janmu'y'9; '2026. 

The training is a corporate 
social responsibility gesture, 
organised by Seeta Hill 
Seco nllary School located at 
Kyetume village in Nakisunga 
sub-county, Mukono district 

PHOTO BY HENRY NSUBUGA 

NIkNIoFICIARIES' 
SELEcrlON 

The head teacher of 
Seeta Hill Se(ondary 
School, Margaret 
Namutebi Kizito, said 
the beneficiaries of the 
free training on AI, were 
randomly S'elected from 
areas around the school 
in Nakisunga sub-county, 
as a corporate social 
responsibi li ty gesture to 
the area. 

around secondary schools 
distributing computers for 
this reason; the preferred 
'modus operandi' should 
be that communities are the 
prime beneficiaries of use of 
these gadgets. I, therefore, 
commend Seeta Hill College 
for going a step ahead by 
introducing the programme 
to primary school leavers," 
Bakalikwira said. 

AIso, present was, David 
Ocheng the assistant 
commissioner in charge 

During the training, learners 
were equipped with practical 
digitalliteraCY,_computer 
application skills and 
introductory AI competencies. 

Some of the students demonstrating what they learnt in computer application skills 
during the Al training. This was at Seeta Hill Secondary School in Mukono district 

Namuteb~said that 
students' learning of 
modern technological 
skills is better than 
leaving them idle, 
especially during long 
vacations. 

of selection systems at the 
Public Service Commission. 
He thanked the school for 
giving back to the community, 
noting that the gesture is 
a step towards addressing 
unemployment in the country. 

"This programme has at the Ministry ofICT 
COMMUNITY REMARKS 

Bakalikwira. 
Learners were also 

empowered with problem­
solving skills aligned 
with competence-based 
curriculum and national digital 
transformation priorities: 

changed the way we think, the 
way we learn and the way we 
see our future. We have got 
skills of using AI in promoting 
businesses, education, 
research and creative industry, 
indeed, this has not been time 
wastage," Atheino said. 

Emmanuel Kibira, a student 
who was also part of this 
training, said initially believed 
reports that AI would take 
people's jobs, but after this 
training, he realised that it 
was a false alarm, adding that 
instead, the people who are 
AI competent are the ones 
going to take up jobs f()l other 
people who are not bothered 
about becoming AI compliant 

and National Guidance, 
Jonah Jackson Bakalikwira, 
emphasised the irtlportance 
of introducing ICT and AI 
education at an early stage, 
stating that it would help 
young people use technology 
for productive purposes. 

Handing over the certificates, 
Bakalikwira observed that 

Daniel Kamya Ntambi, a 
parent in the area, noted that 
the school has proved itself 
to be a crucial asset in the 
development of the area. 

The programme aligns with 
national digital transformation 
priorities and aims to 

ICT and AI knowledge is 
an essential component that 
needs to be incorporated 
in the country's education 
system. 

. LEARNERS SPEAK OUT 
Patricia Athieno, who is in 
Senior Four vacation and 
one of the graduands, told 
the parents that the training 
has changed their mindset 
towards AI. 

She added: "Because I learnt 
baking as one of the skills we 
got at school in the current 
competence-based curriculum, 
I used AI to create a logo and 

- a brand name for my daddies, 
which I want to sell online." 

ICT MINISTRY COMMISSIONERS 
The acting commissioner in 
charge of National Guidance 

address unemployment in 
Uganda The learners were 
on Saturday awarded with 
certificates of completion by 

"As a ministry, this is the 
direction we have always 
encouraged and Uganda 
Communications Commission 
(UCC) has been moving 

Prof. Gideon Nkurunziza, 
who is the chairperson of the 
school board of governors, 
said: "The world is looking at 
AI and technological change 
and nobody can afford to stay 
aloof from this development, 
and this is what drew us to get 
closer to communities." 

PARENTING 
DICKSON TUMURAMYE 

' A ' s our nation heads into 
elections tomorrow, homes 
across the country will not only 
be places of conversation and 

anticipation; they will be classrooms. 
Long before children learn about 
leadership in civics books and 
other sources, they learn it from 
how adults behave when power, 
politics and national decisions are at 
stake. _ . 

Elections ,can be confusing for 
_ children. They sense tension, listen 

to charged conversations and 
observe emotions they may not fully 
understand. 

This moment offers parents, a 
powerful opportunity not to tum 
children or youth into political 
analysts, but to shape their 
understanding of peace, respect and 
responsible Citizenship. 

Let's teach children peace during election time 
FIRST CIVIC TEACHERS 
Your children's first lessons about 
.leadership are not taught at polling 
stations or on television screens. 

They are taught at the dining table, 
in car conversations, during family 
prayers or any dialogue opportunity. 

When parents speak with contempt, 
fear, or hostility about leaders or 
fellow citizens, children quietly absorb 
the message that disagreement must 
be aggressive and that power is 
something to fight over at all costs. 

Conversely, when parents speak 
calmly, respectfully and thoughtfully, 
children learn that leadership is a 
responsibility, not a banlefield. 

They learn that differences of 
opinion do not require hatred and 
that society can make choices without 
tearing itself apart. 

EXPLAIN ELECTIONS APPROPRIATELY 
Avoid exposing children to graphic 
images, alarming rumours, or 
emotionally charged commentary. 
What children need most during such 
times is a sense of stability and safety. 

Children do not need all the details, 
but they do need reassurance. 
Parents can explain that elections are 
a normal way for adults to choose 
leaders and that people may support 
different candidates. 

after posters are removed and results declared, children will 
remember how their parents behaved during this week. They may 
forget names and slogans, but they will remember whether home 
felt safe or stressful, hopeful or hostile. They will always recall 
what their parents taught them about their civil rights. 

Teaching children peace puring an election is not about 
them from reality; it Is about guiding them through it 

What matters most is helping them 
understand that disagreement does 
not mean danger and that the country 
remains their home regardless of 
outcomes. 

RESPECTFUL SPEECH AND BEHAVIOUR 
Respectflli ianguage does not mean 
silence or lack of conviction. It means 
expressing views without demeaning 
others. In doing so, parents teach 
children or their families a crucial life 
skill: How to hold strong beliefs while 
still valuing human dignity. 

Our familv members watch more 
than they listen. Tney notice tone, 
body language and reactions. 

How parents' talk about leaders they 
dislike teaches children how to handle 
authority they disagree with. How 
parents talk about other communities 
teaches children how to live with 
diversity. 

PEACE AS A VALUE, NOT A SLOGAN 
Peace is not only something we 
demand from politicians; it is 
something we practice in homes. 
When parents choose calm over 
chaos, dialogue over insults and 
prayer over panic, they communicate 
to children that peace begins at a 
personal level. This is, especially 
important in societies where children 
have witnessed unrest or heard stories 
of past instability. Election seasons 
can re-open old fears. Parents have 
the responsibility to anchor children 
emotionally, reminding them that 
peace is preserved not only by laws, 
but by everyday choices made by 
ordinary people. 

AWAY FROM COMMERCIALISED POLITICS 
In the midst of election excitement, 
parents must also guard their families 
against the growing commercialisation 

of politics. When money, gifts, slogans 
and material incentives dominate 
political conversations, children learn 
the dangerous lesson that leadership 
is something to be bought rather than 
earned through integrity and serVice. 

Worse still, it breeds cynicism at 
an early age, promotes corruption, 
teaching them'to expect personal gain 
from or bribery for public processes, 
instead of accountability, merit and 
sacrifice. Parents serve their children 
best by distancing family life from 
such practices and by emphasising 
values over rewards, character over 
convenience and long-term national 
good over short-term personal benefit. 

POLITICS AS PUBLiC SERVICE, NOT A JOB 
When children repeatedly hear that 
politics is "where the money is," or 
watch leaders fight to stay in power, 
they grow up believing that public 
office exists to benefit individuals 
rather than communities. 

Parents have an important role in 
helping children understand that 
leadership is meant to be an act of 
service, nol a career chosen primarily .. ~ 
for personal survival or enrichment. 

The writer is a parenting coach 
and marriage counsellor 

tumudickson@gmail.com 


