LETTERS

Is the postponed reopening
of schools for term one justified?

Uganda, every five years revisits, the arena from where
her citizens get to select the voices to represent them on
the floor of Parliament and other dimensions of govern-
ance at both central and local government levels. This
season comes with a combination of excitement and ag-
itation that the political atmosphere is tense. This time,
elections for Presidential Candidates and MPs took place
on January 15,2026 allowing citizens to exercise their
. civicrights in accordance with Article 38 of the 1995 Con-
stitution of Uganda. However, the election process is still
on until early February when other organs will also be
represented and this has pushed the Ministry of Educa-
. tion and Sports to postpone the opening dates for all in-
stitutions of Learning to February 10,2026.

The decision to postpone the reopening of schools to
facilitate part1c1pat10n in the election process has both
positive and negative impacts.

On a positive note, it puts the safety of students at the
centre of policy and governance bearing in mind the
uncertainties that come with election period in Ugan-
da.This is a period when the streets become a patrolling
- site for men in uniform which creates unnecessary fear
among citizens. Uganda, ranked among the most youth-
ful countries, means that majority of its citizens who are
involved in the election process are school going. This
means that participants would have to balance their civ-
icrights by voting vis- 4-vis their right to education as en-
shrined under Article 30 of the Grand norm.

The ministry is of the view that citizens should be al-
lowed to operate under clear circumstances without pro-
ceeding with uncertainties about the safety of students
given that anything abrupt can happen, especially in
hotspots and also considering that some schools serve
as polling stations.

This, to Fae, is the rationale behind the directive from
the ministry but the key question that remains to be an-
swered is whether it is the best alternative in this con-
temporary setting.

In the 20th century, this would have served as a well
calculated move given that education in those times re-
quired physical interaction between teachers and stu-
dents.In 2026, with the incorporation of digital means
in our day-to-day lives, the initial closure and subsequent
postponement of schools in this period was not the best
directive the ministry should have given.

Africa has for years been on the other side of the digi-
tal divide in almost every aspect of life — housing, edu-
cation and finance, etc. However, with many Internet ser-
vice providers and smart phones around, e-learning has
been embraced by many institutions.

Even the Electoral Commission embraced technology
with the introduction of biometric devices in the votjng
process, showing the significance of technology in sim-

plifying activities.

But now, when it came to consideration of whether to
have students continue with their education in this peri-
od, the ministry did not consider that some institutions
have a blended learning system where students are able
to study remotely and physically, depending on the cir-
cumstances.

The ministry has forgotten some of the mitigating
measures it introduced when we were hit by the Cov-
id-19 pandemic where lessons were conducted via radio
and TV.The same ministry, after five years, has come up
with the most analogue risk-mitigating measure that ul-
timately disrupts the progress and planning of the aca-
demic activities by schools and students.

The best alternative would be to advise institutions
with capacity and equipment to enable e-learningto use
that as an alternative to attending physical classes rath-
er than bringing a halt to studies in fear of physical vio-
lence that might be inflicted on the students should they
gotoschool.

To sum it up, technology is here to work for us and,
therefore, we should always look out for the most feasi-
ble alternatives when faced with uncertainties rather
than completely burying our heads in the sand. Learn-
ingdoes not have to be physical, it could be from your sit-
ting room, bedroom or kitchen.

In future, when faced with similar challenges, evalu-
ate and weigh in the alternatives such that we break
free from analogue thinking and embrace the technolo-
gy-driven solutions to our modern problems.
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