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Is tbe postponed reopening 
of schools for term onejustified? 

Uganda, every five years revisits, the arena from where 
her citizens get to select the voices to represent them on 
the floor of Parliament and other dimensions of govern­
ance at both central and local government levels. This 
season comes with a combination of excitement and ag­
itation that the political atmosphere is tense. This time, 
elections for Presidential Candidates and MPs took place 
on January 15, ~026 allowing citizens to exercise their 
civic rights in accordance with Article 38 of the 1995 Con­
stitution of Uganda. However, the election process is still 
on until early February when other organs will also be 
represented and this has pushed the Ministry ofEduca­
tion and Sports to postpone the opening dates for all in­
stitutions ofLeal-ning to February 10,2026. . 
·The decision to postpone the reopening of schools to 

facilitate participation in the election process has both 
positive and negative impacts. 

On a positive note, it puts the safety of students at the 
centre of policy and governance bearing in Iilind the 
uncertainties that come with electign period in Ugan­
da This is a period when the streets become a patrolling 

- site for men in uniform which creates unnecessary fear 
among citizens. Uganda, ranked among the most youth­
ful countries,means that majority of its citizens who are 
involved in the election process are school going. This 
means that participants would have to balance their civ­
ic rights by votiiJ.g vis- a-vis their right to education as en­
shrined under Article 30 of the Grand norm. 

The ministry is of the view that citizens should be al­
lowed to operate under clear circumstances without pro­
ceeding with uncertainties about the safety of students 
given that anything abrupt can happen, especially in 
hotspots ana also considering that some schools serve 
as poll,ing stations. 

This, to rile,is the rationale behind the directive from 
the ministry but the key question that remains to be an­
swered is whether it is the best alternative in this con­
temporary setting. 

In the 20th century, this would have served as a well 
calculated move given that education in those times re­
quired physical interaction between teachers and stu­
dents. In 2026, with the incorporation of digital means 
in our day-to-day lives, the initial closure and subsequent 
postponement of schools in this period was not the best 
directive the ministry should have given. 

Africa has for years been on the other side of the digi­
tal divide in almost every aspect of life - housing, edu­
cation and finance, etc. However, with many Internet ser­
vice providers and smart phones around, e-learning has 
been embraced by many institutions. 

Even the·Electoral Commission embraced technology 
with the introduction of biometric devices in the voting 
process, showing the significance of technology in sim­
plifying activities. 

But now, when it came to consideration of whether to 
have students continue with their education in this peri­
od, the ministry did not consider that some institutions 
have ablended learning system where students are able 
to study remotely and physically, depending on the cir­
cumstances. 

The ministry has forgotten some of the mitigating 
measures it introduced when we were hit by the Cov­
id-19 pandemic where lessons were conducted via radio 
and Tv. The same ministry, after five years, has come up 
with the most analogue risk-mitigating measure that ul­
timately·disrupts theprogress-and-planning oftheaca:- - -' 
demic activities by schools and students. 

The best alternative would be to advise institutions 
with capacity and equipment to enable e-le~ouse 
that as an alternative to attending physical classes rath­
er than bringing a halt to studies in fear of physical vio­
lence that might be inflicted on the students should they 
go to school. 

To sum it up, technology is here to work for us and, 
therefore, we should always look out for the most feasi­
ble alternatives when faced with uncertainties rather 
than completely burying our heads in the sand. Learn­
ing does not have to be physical,it could be from your sit­
ting room. bedroom or kitchen. 

In future, when faced with similar challenges, evalu­
ate and weigh in the alternatives such that we break 
free from analogue thinking and embrace the technolo­
gy-driven solutions to our modern problems. 

Gilbert Musoke, 
LLB3 -MakerereUniversity 
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. Uganda~s beauty and 
the corruption beast 

yet, a simple, singable and 
danceable victory chant. With 
a few literary embellishments 
by tal~nted lyricists and Ugan­
dan historians,it can make fora 
great Cranes anthem. 

Elsewhere, world-class teams 
of creatives; professiona1mu­
sicians (E;ven orchestras), engi­
neers and designers are assem­
bled to get the job excellently 
done. 

Buganda's Kingdom Katikkiro 
(prime minister) Charles Peter 
Mayiga, attributed the Uganda 

J Cranes' poor performance at 
the Afcon 2026 to aesthetic fac­
tors: A "l~ck of inspiration" char­
acteriZea·by a "docile" national 
team name, lack of a custom an­
them, a standard brand colour 
and fanbase. Quite a damning 
observation on the "pearl of Af­
rica",rife with disappointment, 
frustration and broken nation­
alpride. 

The katikkiro's remarks on his 
X account are intriguing as they 
strike at core, yet, often· under 
looked determinants of nation­
al identity and pride. It would 
have been unsurprising if he 
had blamed the Crane's failure 
on the usual culprits of system­
ic corruption in the industry; 
underfunding, poor sports in­
frastructure, poor governance 
within sports federations/asso­

. ciati<:>ns, lack of proper player 
incentives, etc. But he focused letics, a New YoIi' Times owned 
on aesthetics.1~eauty. Art; some- global sports media company,in 
thing of little concern to the typ- "their damning indicting state­
ical Ugandan mind. Besides, ment that ranked the Uganda 
many hardly see a correlation Crane's Afcon kit as the worst in 
between national corruption thetourriament. . 
and our lossllack of commit- It's been said that if you are not 
ment to aesthetics. good-looking in a group, at least 

However, corruption is both a be the funniest. Don't lose on 
cause and effect of our dulled all fronts. Alas, we didn't choose 
sense and absence of national our struggle: We got knocked 
beauty. The nepotism, medioc- out in the group stages and also 
rity and 'corner-cutting'are cost- lost miserably at the unofficial 
ing our country in many ways: 'beauty pageant.' 
Lacklustre, uninspiredarchitec- ' Our downcast Cranes cru:ne 
ture; a visually unwelcoming back home to enjoy their two 
Karibu lounge; deficient amen- planting-seasons and 85 per­
ities; among other dysfunctions. cent arable land, until the next 

Also, our old-new President's tournament. Back in Rabat, the 
sentiments and attitude to- Moroccan government that has 
wards the arts in favour of tra- brilliantly beautified its desert, 
ditional sciences (not keen on is enjoying a record 19.8 million 
industry 4.0) needs review, lest new tourist arrivals (14 percent 
"The Pearl ... ~unceremoniously increment), compared to their 
continues to "come bottom" in 2024 statistics, according to th.e 
the very words used by The Ath- . UN Tourism website. They (and 

much of the developed world) 
meticulously curate and inten­
tionally design to the millime­
tre, their handful of tourism 
sites, whereas Uganda's broad 
beauty remains raw and often 
lacking the polish of modern in­
frastructure. 

Our tragic marriage, as a coun­
try, to the beast of corruption 
will continue to tarnish our 
beauty both home and away: 
Unlike in that French fairytale, 
this beast will never become 
handsome! 

And why hasn't Fufa contract­
ed or publicly called for Ugan­
dan creatives to pitch anthem 
ideas? If they don't intend to, 
they may place-hold with "Aye 
aye, Uganda Cranes Oyee", and 
pay CanaaIl Aboda, alias Son of 
Aboda, for a decent anthem at­
tempt 

Many might be surprised it's 
not the national team anthem; 

The katikkiro's critique of the 
"Cranes" name suggesting they 
rebrand as the "Uganda spears" 
or whatever punchy adjective, 
is equally valid. But what's in a 
name? Brand .. If you don't get 
it, ask any copywriter around 
you- those 'endangered species', 
starving in a society that still 

I won't pay them to work won­
ders with words. 

When the grey crowned crane 
was selected a~ the national 
bird (then as a symbol of the 
Union Jack) ill 1893, by Sir fre­
drick Jackson, then governor of 
Uganda,it's gracefulness, beauty 
and resilience were perceived as 
symbolic of the Ugandan spirit. 
The crane birds are also known 
as a monogamous species that 
mate for life-they'll stay and en­
dure a bad relationship or'mar­
riage'.Might our beautiful Ugan­
da also be trapped in a 'bad'rela­
tionship with corruption? 

America officially designated 
the bald eagle as their nation­
al bird because it represents the 
American spirits of; courage, 
freedom and notably strength­
able to pounce on a prey, and 
airlift it to wherever they wish. 
Interestingly, over 200 years ago, 
their founding father; Benjamin 
Franklin, rejected the bird's em­
blematic use,citing its "bad mor­
al character." 
If art is truly at the heart of 

beauty, then the katililiro's call 
is not merely a rant for the sake. 
It's a vote for art-the pulse of 
the Ugandan beauty, pride and 
.identity, at stake. 

Jimmy Siyasa, . 
Communications professional 

Do you think Ugandan workers have etrective l'epresentation in Parliament? 

Ivan Kizito,lecturer 
To an extent yes, but the 
number ofMPs representing 
workers should be bigger 
given the population of 
workers in the entire country. 

Richard Namanya, 
unionist 
They are doing what we sent 
them to do, that is why they 
have been able to pass the 
Markets Bill,NSSF Act, the 
Human Resource Bill, and 
workers'representation in 
districts. 

Ruth Namuyiga,uniloni.st 
Yes, they are doing a good 
job amidst the manyprob­
lems workers face. The prob­
lems outnum.berthe MPs, 
we need more MPs to repre­
sent workers in Parliament. 

. ~ 

Joyce N.amukasa Mukan­
ga, unionist 
They have tried but we still 
have problems with mar­
kets, especially after the 
President abolished the 
leadership committees in 
the markets. Market mas­
ters are now exploiting the 
workers . 
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