
were unaOle-to cast ballots tor them­
selves, but rely on family members, par­
ty officials, and supporters to campaign, 
mobilise,and protect their votes. 

Most of the detained aspirants, espe­
cially from the Opposition National Uni­
ty Platfol1n (NUP) party,were arrested ei­
ther before nomination or during the 
campaigns, and remain on remand on 
charges their leaders and rights groups 
say were politically-motivated and in­
tended to weaken challengers ahead of 
the vote. 

Among those incarcerated was Mr 
Alex Wais~,a Mufumbiro, the Nation­
al Unity Platform (NUP) parliamentary 
candidate for Nakawa East and the par­
ty's deputy spokesperson. 

He was an-ested on September 8,2025, 
days before nomination, and charged 
with unlawful drills and conspiracy to 
commit a felony. Mr Mufumbiro has re­
mained on remand since, with his case 
still pending. 

Mr Mufumbiro, who sought to replace 
Mr Ronald Balimwew, who vacated the 
Nakawa East seat to contest in the Kam­
pala Lord Mayoral race, contested with 
Mr Michael Kabaziguruka of People's 
Front for Freedom (PFF),Ms WInfred Na­
kandi (Democratic Front),Mr Moses Ok­
wera Mugisha (Forum for-Democrat­
ic Change), and the eventual winner, Mr 
Fred Ruhindi (National Resistance Move-

-amentarY canrudcite for BUSIa Mumcr­
pality, who was arrested last month and 
remanded to Luzira prison on charges 
of mistreason allegedly committed be­
tween 2023 and 2024. 

Mr Kenneth Kato Mufumbiro, Alex's 
twin brother and campaign manager, 
described a parliamentary race in Ugan­
da as"very tight" and "only second to the 
presidential race". 

He said they had intensified their 
grassroot campaigns to secure the NUP 
card endorsen1ent for the seat; however, 
within weeks beforeparty endorsement 
and building momentum on ground, 
his brother was arrested, which thrust 
him directly into the political limelight, 
a space he wasn't furniliar with. 

"Personally, I wasn't into elective pol­
itics like my twin brother," he said on 
Tuesday. 

Unlike Alex who has been in politics 
from as early as his secondary and uni­
versity days, having contested in in­
ternal party elections for the different 
parties he had served, including FDC's 
youth wing and DP as its deputy spokes­
person, Kenneth is a novice by all ac­
counts. 

As per their strategic plan, he said he 
was to serve as Alex's official agent but 
ended up playing several roles, includ­
ing"standing in"for him. 

"The whole experience was new to 
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came with social,econornic and psycho- pIe Power movement that morphed into 
logical challenges,"he added. the NUP, was in charge of ideology before 

According to Kenneth, Alex had devel- being appointed party deputy spokesper­
oped networks given his position and son, and throughout the years,his brand 
public appeal, which were all dampened became bigger that his charismatic style 
by his an-est and incarceration. of leadership was an uphill task to be 

"Initially, a number of our supporters matched within three months,"he said. 
believed he would not be nominated Kenneth added that his brother was 
by the Electoral Commission. I personal- charged a few weeks to nomination, and 
ly had to be in all comers of the constit- that whereas he had to traverse the con­
uency, which implied that I had to halt stituency, he also had to be at Kanyanya's 
my income-generating ventures," Ken- Magistrate Court for the "illegal drilling" 
neth added. case and again at the Nakawa Magistrate 

He further revealed that as per stand- Court for"inciting people to murder"case. 
ard practice, candidates make promises Within a three-month period, Kenneth . 
on specific issues by coming up with tai- said he has been to both courts "over 20 . 
lor-made interventions which could on- : times", while unsuccessfully trying to seek 
ly be made by Alex, which affected the • justice for his twin brother. 

. LOCAL GOVT LEVE.L 

At local govemment level, Ms 
Doreen Kaijja, the NUP Nakawa 
East LC5 Woman Councillor 
candidate and head ofthe party's 
school of leadership, was also 
arrested alongside other party 
supporters on charges of unlawful 
drills, conspiracy to commit a 
felony and wearing uniforms 
resembling those of the armed 
forces. Ms Saudah Madaada, 

an Independent candidate for 
councillor in Kampala Central, is 
also among those detained. 
. Ms Kaijja's team earlier said 
they conducted joint campaigns 
with Mufumbiro's team, and that 
while campaigning without the 
candidate has been challenging, 
especially in areas where voters 
had not interacted with her 
sister before the arrest, the 
public response has largely been 
sympathetic. 

111e:!~t;t! VLSlOle,ana we nope muu::t." 
After Mr Makokha lost to NRM's Sowedi 

Ismail Mulemya,Mr Makokha's campaign 
team conceded defeat, saying: "The cam­
paign was unlike any other, fought under 
the weight ofincarceration_" 

Mr Makokha's brother,James Okllku,said 
the incarceration of their cand idate affect­
ed their strategy and support structures, 
including finance, and transport, among 
others. 

"Makokha was the fuce oftJle campaign, 
and after he was arrested and incarcerat­
ed,his opponents issued propaganda that 
he had exited the race,"Mr Okukll said. 

He added that a strategy to thrust their 
futher andfol1ller Busia Municipality May­
or, Mr Micheal Mugeni,into the campaign 
boomeranged as some voters thought 
he was the one contesting instead of his 
46-year-old son. 

Mr Okuku further explained that on poll­
ing day, all their agents conspicuously went 
missing from 80 polling stations across Bu: 
sia Municipality,which posed serious logis­
tical challenges as they were forced to find 
substitute agents at short notice. 

He also decried the alleged 
cOlTffi1ercialisation of politics, saying on 
polling day, some of the voters asked for 
facilitation (transport) to enable them 
go to the polling stations to vote for their 
candidate. 

pwafula@ug.nationmedia.com 
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BY ARTHURARNOLDWADERO Speaker Among, Ssenyonyi clash as MPs mourn Isodo 
KAMPALA. A solemn sitting of Par- the Nakawa West MP to confine his re- ' 

liament held on Wednesday to pay trib- marks to a tribute to the deceased and 
ute to the late former Ngora District avoid what she described as political 
Woman MP, Stella Apolot Isodo, was commentary unrelated to the purpose 
punctuated by a tense exchange be- of the special sitting. 
tween Speaker Anita Among and Lead- "Hon LoP, with all due respect, can YOl! 
er of the Opposition in Parliament (LoP) focus on the purpose ofthis sitting? We 
Joel Ssenyonyi. can discuss this matter in the next ses-

The remarks centred on alleged irreg- sion," Ms Among told Mr Ssenyonyi. 
ularities in the just-concluded presiden- ' She added: "Let's first remember my 
tialandparliamentaryelections. :. sister Isodo, and then we can address 

The confrontation fTUpted when Mr ! the elections in the next session. For 
Ssenyonyi, while sec~nding a motion I now, let's honour Stella." 
. to honour the late legislator, raised con- i However, Mr Ssenyonyi insisted that 
cems about allegetlvote rigging, ballot . hisremarks were part ofhis tribute and 
stuffing, arrests, and killings that re- reflected the values and aspirations 
portedly charact.erised the January 15 of the late Isodo, whom he said he had 
polls. . I worked with clgsely. 

Speaker Among repeatedly directed ! "Right Honourable Speaker, I am sup-

\ 

porting the motion about a leader with 
whom I worked closely. I knew her aspi­
rations, so I am speaking about some­
one I knew well. Please allow me to talk 
aboutmy colleague," he said. 

The exchange escalated as the Speak­
er continued to caution him against I 

discussing election-related matters, 
prompting Mr Ssenyonyi to question 
whether she intended to speak on his 
behalf. . 

"Right Honourable Speaker, do you 
want to speak on my behalf now? I seek 
gUidance beqmse I am supporting the I 

motion and speaking aboutJUY col­
league whose heart and aspirations I 
knew," he said. 

The standofIunfolded before mourn- J 

ers in the public gallery, including rela-

tives of the deceased, former MPs, and 
members of the East African Legislative I 

Assembly(EALA). 

Contentious bibute 
The special sitting had been convened 

to honour the late Isodo, who passed i 
away earlier this month. The motion 
was moved bythe State Minister for Ag­
riculture in-charge of Fisheries on be­
half of the Prime Minister, Ms Robinah 
Nabbanja, who is also the Leader of Go v­
emment Business in Parliament. 

Mr Ssenyonyi was listed on the Order 
Paper as the seconder. 

At the start of his tribute, Mr Ssenyo­
nyi described lsodo's death at the age of 
about 51 as "tragic and deeply painful," 
noting that it came at a time when the 

country was emerging from a highly 
contested election period. 

"The sudden death oflsodo comes at a 
time when Uganda has barely emerged 
from a highly contentIous election 
marked by killings, abductions, torture, 
and widespread fear among citizens 
who dared to participate democratical­
ly," he said. 

His remarks prompted Speaker 
Among to interrupt him, asking: "Is this 
an anlendment we are making on the 
floor?"' "This is my seconcip1ent. It can be 
accepted or rejected," Mr Ssenyonyi re-
sponded. . 

At the close of the sitting, Speaker 
Among ruled that the official tribute 
to be forwaraed to tIle bereaved family 
would exclude political statements. 


