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BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

BY THE NUMBERS 
• Children make up 1Q% of 
patients at UCI 
• Thousands of childhood 
cancer cases reported annually 
• 2 years of KHC-UCCF 
partnership 

Kampala HCjoin fight 
against Child Cancer 

1 

support to children who are suffering 
from cancer" This includes support to­
wards transport, chemotherapy, sur­
gery, radiotherapy, palliative care, and 
during survivorship. 

"Diagnosis with cancer comes with 
a Tot of burden. It is not like Malaria 
where you can receive treatment for 
a few days. 

children and their caretakers. 
"Sport is not just about talents but al-

so unifying communities. We do some 
work in high schools too and we be:--"" 
lieve this collaboration will help am-

_ plify awareness, strengthen commu­
nity support, and contribute to im­
proved care and outcomes for young 
patients,"Ecodu said. 

Multiple services supported: 
transport, chemo, surgery, 
radiotherapy, palliative care " 

J(AMPALA. There are reportedly 
thousands of new cases of childhood 
cancer annually. 

However, unlike with adults, chil­
dren cannot be screened but rather di­
agnosed. Sometimes this diagnosis is 
done late or durir).g advanced stages 
ofillness."Awareness" therefore is key," 
Dr. Derrick Bary Abila, said in Mula­
go on Wednesday as he thanked Kam­
pala Hockey Club (KHC) for choosing 
the Uganda Child Cancer Foundation 
(UCCF) as its first Corporate Social Re­
sponsibility partner for the next two 
years. 

"Here,it is ajourney from the process 
of diagnosis to treatment," Abila con­
tinued while the executive director 
Moses Ecodu, who signed the agree­
ment on behalf of UCCF and is also 
a survivor of childhood cancer, said 

, their works have helped to "reduce 
aband?nm~nt of treatment," ?JIlong 

RENESSGAP 

. ti e Children account 
for about 10% of patients at the 
UCI, yet many families strug-

Awareness through sports 
Over,the next two years,KHC will en­

gage its players, supporters, and part­
ners in initiatives designed to raise 
awareness about childhood can­
cer, mobilize resources, and provide 
meaningful support to children and 
families receiving care at the Uganda 
Cancer Institute. 

This will be done through integrat­
ing planned outreach activities,fund­
raising initiatives, hospital visits, and 
awarehess campaigns into KHC's 
sporting calendar. =-.......t-

Children make 10 percent of the 
patients at Uganda Cancer Institute 
(UeI) and UCCF provide pyscho-social 

Dream. UCCF ED Moses Ecodu (L) and KHC chairman Richard 
Ssemwogerere have fused forces to create awareness around child can­
cer. PHOTO I PATRICIA NAKYANZI 

gle with delayed diagnosis, long 
treatment journeys and the em­
otional and financial strain that 
comes with childhood cancer, a 
gap that stakeholders say can be 
nalTOwed through community 
sensitisation and partnerships. 

"We want to thank UCCF for allow­
ing us to join this noble cause. Let us 
put smiles on these young faces. We 
believe that impacting kids beyond 
the hockey pitch is a great thing to do 
and hopefully this partnership will be 
longlasting," KHC chairperson Rich­
ard Ssemwogerere,said 
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KHC urged to 'di~ a ·little~ at ACCC-
Continental Cal. Kampala Hockey 
Club have been challenged to give ev­
erything on the pitch and justify grow­
ing government support as they head 
into the 36th Africa Cup for Club 
Champions in Harare with renewed 
belief, backing and medal ambitions. 

" BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

36TH AFRICA CUP FOR 
L B IONS 

Men's Pools 
POQI A: Sharkill, P~rtfouad 

(Egyptl, USIU Kenya. SChool 

of Excellence (Namibial, KHC 

• Ghana Revenue Authority, 

Hotspurs (Zambia), Bulawayo, 

Hippo (Zimbabwe) 

'enue: St. John's College, Harare 

KHC 
Jan 24:_School of Excellence 

vs. KHC, 11am 

J..all2.5: KHC vs. USIU 9am 

Jan_28: KHC vs. Sharkia, 12p~ 

Jan 29: KHC vs. Portfouru:!...12Q.m _ 

T
erritory comes with responsibil­
ity and Kampala Hockey Club 
(KHC) are not shying away from 
theirs ahead of the January 24-31 

36th edition of the Africa CUp for Club 
Champions set to start this weekend in 

Harare, Zimbabwe. 
KHC won bronze at the 34th edi­
tion of this tournament in Mala­
wi in 2023 despite making it to 
the tournament byroad 

But since then the club has 
managed to convince the Na­

tional Council-ofSports(NCS) of 
its ambitions and the latter have 

largely supported their travel for two 
years in a row now. 
'Last year,NCS funded the ladies'side 

KHC Swans to the same tournament in 
Egypt and have now backed the men's 
team, which left on Thursday morning 
for Harare aboard RwandAir. 

"Thank you for believing in us and 
in the direction of the club,"the club's 
treasurer, head of delegation to Hara­
re, and Swans striker Sarah Arinaitwe, 
said at a press conference to flag off the 

. team on Wednesday. 
Captain Jordan Mpiima pledged his 

side's "commitment to represent the 
country honourably." 

He was speaking ahead oftb~ calls of 
the same from Uganda Hockey Associ­
ation (UHA) president Phillip Wafula, 
NCS senior sports officer Ann Nankya, 
plus assistant general secretary (techni-
cal) Milton Chebet . 

"1 want to thank KHC for the consist­
, ency. You have competed at this tour-

s AND 

Time To Work. With the govem­
ment increasingly investing in 
sport, hockey leaders say the 
onus is now on clubs like KHC to 
convert support into results, in­
sisting that medals-not parli­
cipation- remain the strongest 
case for sustained funding. 

nament for three times in a row and 
that is a show of commitment from 
the club leadership. These trips are not 
easy to organize,"Wafula said as he also 
thanked NCS for regularly committing 
funds to hockey activities since 2021. 

Make it count 
Nankya told "the players "passion 

comes from giving your best - right 
from individual levelto the team." 

Chebet shared his history as a back- Godspeed. 
" er of the game, from 17 years ago, when (L-R:) NCS's 
" he was still teaching at Gayaza High Senior Sports ..........: 

SchooL Officer Ann Nan-
That role allowed him a sneak peek in- kya and Assistant 

to the activities ofKHC, which runs pro- General Secre­
grammes in various schools. tary (technical) 

"1 have witnessed your growth Milton Chebet 
through following your activities over hand over the flag 
the years. For the players,! urge you to to KHC captains 
maintain the spirit of sportsmanship, . Jordan Mpiima 
respect,commitment,dedication,and and Richard Kai-

• fairplay. juka. PHOTO! 
"1 also challenge you to die a little on MAKHTUM MUZ­

the pitch and bring back a medal. Gov- IRANSA 
ernment is now supporting sports out 
the best justification we can give to ask 
for more funding is winning medals," 
Chebet said. 

KHC are drawn in Pool A with Egyp­
tian sides Sharkia and Portfouad, Na­
Illlbia's School of Excellence, and uriit­

; ed States International University from 
" Kenya ~ 
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