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Ambassador Zhang 
started his tour of duty 
in Kampala in 2021. 

BY ELIZABETH KAMURUNGI 

President Museveni has applaud­
ed the outgoing Chinese Ambas­
sador to Uganda, Mr Zhang Liz­
hong,for his service to the nation 

and reiterated Uganda's conlmitment 
to mutually beneficial relations with 
the Asian nation. 

Speaking from his home in Kisozi, 
Gomba, where Ambassador Zhang led 
a Chinese delegation for a courtesy call, 
the President congratulated the diplo­
mat upon completing his tour of duty 
in Uganda C' · . • 

Ambassador 2hang, who started his 
tour of duty in Kampala in 2021, has 
served for four years and seven months 
and will return to Beijing at the end of 
January. 

"I wish you well in your next assign­
ment,"Mr Museveni said 

He emphasised the government's 
commitment to strengthening coop- . 
eration on trade, industrialisation, and . 
support interests ben~cial to the two 
countries. 

"We have been supporting Chinese 
interests for a long tinie, and we shall 
continue to do sO,"he noted. 

Uganda and China have boosted six 
decades of long-standing relations 

. that both President Museveni and 
Ambassador Zhang say are at their 
best in history. The bilateral relations 
between the two countries were 
elevated to a "comprehensive strategic 
cooperative partnership" duril1g 
the 2024 Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation'(FOCAC) held in Beijing. 
Consequently, a select Ugandan goods 
er\ioytariff-free entry into China 

President Museveni said this decision 
will greatly support the country's trade 
and wealtrI creation efforts. 
' "1 am happy tonote that Uganda's 
exportstoChina~veincreasedto$138 
million (Shs4 7 4b), although this is still 
not enough and we should be able to do 

Chinese envoy lauded over 
strong Kampala-Beijing ties 

Outgoing Chinese Ambassador to Uganda Zhang Lizhong, his wife Lin Yaqun, and Mr Vincent Bagiire, the Permanent 
Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, raise a toast at a reception in Kampala on Tuesday. PHOTO/COURTESY , -
much more, "he said. 

China has also become a key devel­
opment partner, making huge invest­
ments in infrastructure, energy, and 
manufacturing, as well as an alterna­
tive to the Bretton Woods institutions 
for much-needed financing and bor­
rowing, Kampala has on multiple occa­
sions applauded Beijing for bilateral re­
lations based on mutual benefit and re­
spect. 

Speaking at a farewell reception in 
his honour in Kampala on Tuesday,Mr 
Vmcent Bagiire, the Permanent Secre­
tary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

raised a toast to the diplomat "whose 
tenure has been marked by mutual re­
Spect, development, and dedicated ser­
vice." 

Driving key projects 
Mr Bagiire applauded the diplomat 

for overseeing key projects that have 
transformed Uganda. 

"Your tenure coincided with a period 
in which cooperation between Uganda 
has been increasinglytanglble and very 
development-oriented. Many ofus have 
observed firsthand the visible impact 
of the Chinese-led projects that have 

greatly transformed both the physical 
and industrial infrastructure in Ugan­
da, "he said. 

He cited, among others, the Kampa­
la-Entebbe Express Highway that has 
enhanced connectivity between the 
capital and Entebbe, industrial parlts in 
Kapeka and in Mbale, which create em­
ployment opportunities, and produce 
goods hitherto imported previously 
used to import as a country. 

Holding back tears,Mr Zhang spoke of 
how he had fallen in love with Uganda 
and her people, sentiments immortal­
ised by his wife, Ms Lin Yaqun, in paint-

BACKGROUND 

Ambassador Zhang, who settled 
in the country at the peak of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, also 
spearheaded interventions by 
B~ijing to support Uganda's 
response, including the 
donations of vaccines. He 
has also been applauded for 
encouraging more Chihese 
investors to invest in the country . 
and sustaining cooperation in 
education and health. 

ings shown at the event 
"I'd hope that I can stay longer in 

Uganda Personally, 1 like Uganda very 
much," he said, and appreciated the 
government of Uganda, fellow mem­
bers of diplomatic missions, and Chi­
nese nationals who enabled him to 
achieve crucial milestones. 

Joy and gratitude 
"I'm honoured to have served as 

Chinese Ambassador to Uganda dur­
ing four historic years in which Chi­
na-Uganda relations made a major 
leap forward. These have been years of 
climbing step by step and building high 
together. It is my honour to witness the 
unprecedented deepening of strategic 
mutual trust between China and Ugan­
da, as we stood together in upholding 
internationaljustice,"he said. 

Mr Bagiire reiterated Uganda's com­
mitment to building stronger bilateral 
cooperation with China, across indus­
trialisation, energy sufficiency, technol­
ogy transfa; digital development, trade 
facilitation, education, health, skills 
transfer and other fields. 
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BY KARIM MUYOBO 

KAMPALA. The nationwide failure 
of Biometric Voter Verification Kits 
(BVVKs) in the January 15 presidential 
and parliamentary elections has 
triggered a probe into whether polling 
offiCials were adequately trained to use 

- the technology. 
The malfunctioning kits caused 

massive delays at thousands of 
polling stations, forcing the Electoral 
Commission (EC) to revert to the 
manual voters'registerin many areas. 

President Museveni has ordered 
investigations into the failure after 
he himself was affected by the 
malfunctioning technology while 
voting. 

This adds a new twist to a Daily 
Monitor story last week, which linked 
the failure of the BVVKs to the Internet 
shutdown imposed on the country 
during the electoral period, 

This newspaper ,has learnt that the 
President has since demanded answers 
on why returning officers, presiding 
officers and BVVK operators at the 
country's 50,739 polling stations were 
ill-prepared to use a system that cost 
taxpayers more than Shs150 billion. 

While Mr Julius Mucunguzi, the EC 
spokesperson, said their staff were 
adequately trained and equipped 

'How training gaps, delays caused biometric mess 
with the kits, sources familiar with the 
inquiry told Daily Monitor that the 
President is particularly concerned 
about training gaps, last-minute 
changes to operational procedures, 
and broader management failures that 
undermined the biometric exercise, 
which was intended to curb electoral 
fraud. 

"We trained all our staff and 
equipped them with the necessary 
s· . At this point, 1 do not want 10 
focus on the machines but rather on 
the elections taking place tomorrow. 
We have done everything required to , 
ensure the elections proceed smoothly;" : 
Mr Mucunguzi said on Wednesday. : 

The EC procured the BVVKs from : 
Chinese finn Simi Valley Technologies : 
at ShS150 billion to be used at all , 
polling stations countrywide, 

According to one EC official, who ' 
spoke on condition of anonymity due : 
to the sensitivity of the matter, the tech- : 
nical failures stemmed from a com­
bination of factors, including inade­
quate preparation, insufficient trairi- : 
ing for election officials, and last-min­
ute changes to login protocols. 

Documents reviewed by this 

tmblication show that training of 
trainers was conducted between 
December 15 and 19, 2025, while 
training for most polling officials took 
place on January 8, barely a week 
before the January 15 elections. 

"Officials were not given enough time 
to familiarise themselves with the ma­
chines, and the training provided was 
simply inadequate,"the source said. 

The situation deteriorated further 
wpen the EC organised an emergen-
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Last week, Daily Monitor . 
reported that the widespread 
failure of Biometric Voter 
Verification Kits (BWKs) 
in yesterday's presidential 
and parliamentary elections 
was likely a result oflnternet 
shutdown. Sources noted 
that Internet connectivity was 
required to link the machines 
to centralised EC servers to 
automatically locate, pull up and 
verify a voter's particulars. 

cy training session for all returning of­
ficers, presiding officers and BVVK op­
erators on January 14,just one day be-
fore polling. ' 

This followed the discovery that login 
protocols restricted kit access to per­
sonnel within their assigned districts, 
meaning many previously recruited 
presiding officers could not operate the 
devices. 

With the Internet shutdown nation­
wide, returning officers and region­
al supervisors were required to down­

~ load entire voter databases using'the 
new QR codes, a move that, according to : 
sources, created further confusion and i 
technical breakdowns across the coun­
try. 

: Only 12 districts, including Sheema, 
Rubirizi, Kapchorwa, Bulambuli, Siron­

, kO,Namisindwa and Bukwo, successful­
• ly downloaded the new protocols, al­
, lowing biometric verification to func-
: tion as intended. , 

In a media demonstration held in De- . 
. cember 2025, the EC had shown that ; 
; voter authentication involved scan­
. ning a QR code on a Voter Locator Slip 

or National ID card to retrieve a voter's 
profile from the National Voters'Regis-

ter, The voter's identity would then be 
confirmed through fingerprint or fa­
cial recognition, displaying their pho­
tograph,polling station details and vot­
ingstatus. 

President Museveni is reportedly an­
gered by the last-minute changes to the 
system and has personally contacted 
returning officers in some districts to 
establish what went wrong. 

Musevenl's disappointment 
Earlier, the President publicly ex. 

pressed disappointment over the fail­
ure of the biometric exercise. Speaking 
after voting in Kiruhura District, he re­
vealed that his particulars had to be 
verified using facial recognition rather 
than fingerprint authentication. .. ~ 

"Was this deliberate? We are going to 
check that," President Museveni said, 
announcing formal inquiries into the 
BVVKfailures, 

Following the disruptions, EC chair­
man Simon Byabakama invoked pow­
ers ·under the Electoral Commi~sion 
Act to authorise the use of manual reg­
isters, saying voters should not be de­
nied their "supreme and sacred"right to 
choose their leaders. 


