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Preview Fi Op . ~ . 

KHC begin continental quest 
against School of Exrellenre 

time but the Namibian cliampions 
carry hopes and 

"It is important to start well, then 
take it one game at a time," KHC 
midfielder and defender Alfred 
Agaba, said. 

Agaba is one of the KHC players 
that have faced the Namibian 
national team at the Africa Cup 
of Nations and believes that "even 
though this is a dub, they will play 
on the front foot just like their 
national team does. " 

OIIl811ilnfl.aa .. The campaign's 
opener means preparation, disci­
pline and early control could shape 
KHC's cont'inental ambitions. 

BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

·Today's Fixtures =-St. 
John's Colle~ei-H»re 
Women 

School of Excellence 

Hotsp~rs (Zambia) vs Ghana 

Revenue Authority. 11am 

Bulawayo (Zimbabwe) ys. 

Hippo (Zimbabwe), 7pm 

"Of recent, we have had a lot 
ab9ut Namibian hockey in various 
tourna!fients and we will not be 
surprised if they are using some of 
the players we have seen on their 
junior and senior national teams. 

"Of course, there is always an 
element of taking teams from 
countries that arejust developing 
for granted, but that is not our 
attitude. They are champions of 
their country and we will play 
this opener like it is a final," Agaba 
added. 
Depending on how the match 

unfolds in the early moments, 
KHC's technical bench will be 
happy to fully test the levels of each 
individual in their lS-man squad. 

Good squad 
The squad's preparations started 

in Novemoer but KHC have had 
their own disruptions through 
pitch availability, elections, and the 
festive season. 
The squad largely knows each 

other as it is chiefly put together 
from KHC's competitive side 
Stallions. But goalkeeper Bosco 
Ochan and striker Habib Sewava 
were added from second side 
Originals. 

Teenager Ian Baguma, although 
a Stallion, is the youngest member 
of the squad and has to shake off 
months missed through school 
while Allan Malit and Samuel 
Wakhisi return from their bases 
in KenyaAll five are deemed great 
additions by the entire squad. 

K
ampala Hockey Club 
(KHC) start their third ever 
appearance at the Africa 
Cup for Club Champions 

(ACCC) toslay with an interesting 
clash against Namibia's School 
of Excellence (SoEHC) at the St. 
John's College Astroturf in Harare, 
Zimbabwe. 

Both sides come into this Pool 
A clash as unknown quantities 

to each other but 
with high expectations from 
their motherlands. However, the 
pressure to win will be on the 

Ugandan side as the Namibians 
are only making their debut. 

day, the Namibian side which had 
come by bus tested themselves out 
in a friendly with a local side. The 

Meanwhile, Erwin Handura, the 
director of SeEHC, is focused - as 
quoted by Namibian media - on 
using the platform "to give players 
high level exposure for future 
competitions. " 

KHC travelled to Harare on 
Thursday by air but on the same . friendly was yet to end by press 
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MCOD 2027: Why our clubs deserve financial rewards for Cranes calls 
Nati9nal call-ups should 
no longer be financial pu­
nishment for Uganda Pre-
mier League clubs 

A
s Uganda prepares to co-host the Africa Cup 

• of Nations (Mcon) ¢ 2027, the tournament 
, must be viewed not only as a national 

pride moment but also as a rare economic 
and structural opportunity for Uganda Premier 
League clubs such as Vipers, KCCA, SC Villa, 
Express and URA, whose players will form the 
backbone of ¢e Uganda Cranes after years of 
investment in salaries, training, medical care and 
competitive exposure. 
Globally, Fifa already acknowledges the role of 

clubs through the Fifa World Cup Club Benefits 
Programme, where clubs are paid a daily 
compensation for each player released to the 
World Cup, and applying a simil!ll model at 
AFCON 2027 would ensure Ugandan clubs are 
rewarded fairly when they release players like 
Hilary Mukundane, Rogers Torach or Sebaggala 
Enock for extended national team duty. 

Full cover 
• In recent years, clubs such as Vipers have 

consistently contributed multiple players to 
the Uganda Cranes, often losing them for weeks 
during international windows while still paying 
full wages and covering injury risks, a burden that 
becomes heavier during major tournarr).ents like 
Mcon where preparation camps can last over a 
month. 
For example, when KCCA releases players 
for national duty, the club not only "loses 
key performers in league and continental 
matches but also absorbs the financial strain 
of maintaining squad depth, yet receives no 
structured compensation despite benefiting 
Ugandan football at the highest level. 
A proposed Afcon 2027 Club Benefits Programme 
could introduce a daily release fee paid t6 clubs 
from the first day of national camp to the team's 

::, e s. A Fifa-style Club Bene­
fits Programme would fairly compensate 
clubs, reduce tension and ensure national 
success is built on partnership rather than 
sacrifice during events like Nations Cup. 

final match, ensuring that even smaller clubs 
such as Kitara or Bul are compensated when their 
players earn Cranes call-ups. 
In addition, a fixed tournament participation 
bonus could be paid to dubs whose players make 
the final Afcon squad, recognizing the long­
term development work done by academies 
and technical teams that nurture players from 
youth level to international stage.Performance­
based incentives could also be introduced, where 
dubs receive additional payments if their players 
feature in matches or if Uganda progresses to 
the knockout stages, quarterfinals or semifinals, 
motivating clubs to prioritize fitness, discipline 
and professional preparation. 
To further strengthen local football, clubs that 
trained players between the ages Of12 and 21-
such as SC Villa with its historical youth structure 
KCCA or Vipers' academy pathway-could 

receIve youth development bOnuses, encouragmg 
investment in grassroots football rather than 
short-term recruitment. 

Less fights 
Such a system would reduce the traditional 
tension between clubs and the national team, as 
clubs would view national call-ups not as financial 
losses but as opportunities that enhance their 
brand, revenue and bargaining power in player 
transfers . 
For players, the benefits would be indirect but 
significant, as financially stable clubs can offer 
better contracts, improved medical services and 
career stability, ultimately producing better­
prepared players for the Uganda Cranes. 
As Uganda hosts Mcon 2027, adopting a FIFA­
inspired compensation model would send a 
strong message that success at national level starts 
with empowered clubs, and that when Uganp.a 
Premier League teams are supported, the entire 

, football ecosystem-from the terraces to the 
Cranes'dressing room-stands to win. 

The writer is a certified football 
administrator 
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