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.Musho's encounter with 
the strangest animal ever-. 
BY TONY MUSHOBOROZI 

M
usholoves 
spending 
his school 

. . . holidays in 
the village but he doesn't 
love everything about th~ 
village. He loves taking care 
of animals but he hates 
everything to do with crops 
and cultivation. He hates 
harvesting coffee with all his 
heart. He dislikes making. 
the sweet potato mounds 
with all his heart. And most ... 
of all , he dislikes weedingthe 
banana plantation with all his 
heart. 

So, when his grandfather 
pulled him out of the 
faraway grazing lands in the 
hills, Musho was sad. He . 
knew they would now make 

. him work in the vegetable 
garden.' 

"Musho, today we shall be 
going to do l)ome weeding 
in the oanana plantation," 
Grandpa said. 

"Grandpa, I cannot do any 
weeding," Musho replied. 

"Why not?" Grandpa 
asked. 

"I hate weeding. It is not 
interesting. I· get so bored. 
I would rather go look after 
the goats and the sheep, 
than do any weeding," 
Musho said. 

"Grandchild, ljustgotyou 
out of the wilderness, I do 
not wa,nt to send you back 
there," his grandfather 
said. 

"But Grandpa, I will graze 

them from right there 
where you can see me," 
Mushosaid. 

Grandpa smiled and 
raised his hands in 
resignation. Musho and 
Boss opened the goat pen 
at around midday and off 
they went. The two boys 
immediately realised that it 
was so hot so they moved 
the goat~ from the grassy 
area of the grazing grounds 
to the forested area up the 
hill. They wanted to find 
enough shade to hide away 
from the hot sun. 

The goats went deeper 
and deeper into the forest 
as the day went, looking for 
greener twigs and a cooler 
environment. The boys 
followed the goats into 
the forest; keeping an eye 
on all of them. Suddenly, 
Musho smelt something 
awful. 

Answer this 
What farm work 
does Musho t'!ate? 

Where did the 
boys take the 

goats? 

What strange 
animal did Boss . 

mention? 

How did the 
polecat protect 

itself? 

"Boss, what did you eat?" 
Musho asked closing his 
nostrils with his thumb and 
index finger. 

"What do you mean?" 
Boss was slightly offerrded. 

"I think the air has been 
compromised by you," 
Musho accused his cousin. 

"That is not me. That is 
the striped polecat: Boss 
said. 

"A str~ped pole what? 
What do you mean?" 
Musho was confused. He 
had never h~ard of the 
strange animal. By now the 
stench had increased. 

"Striped polecat. It is an 
animal that releases a very 
smelly odour to protect 
itself," I?oss laughed. 

"It uses odour as a 
protective mechanism?" 
Musho laughed even 
harder. 

"YESSSSS," Boss 
laughed. 

"Whe're is it? I want to 
see it," Musho said. 

The boys followed the 
smells to try and find the 
striped polecat. They ' 
whistled for the dog and in 
no time it came to them. It 
started following the smell, 
with the boys following 
right behind it. When the 
dog sighted the polecat, 
it sprayed a new dose of 
smelly liquid. The dog and 
the boys fled in disgust. 
The dog squealed and 
ran because of the smell. 
Musho fell down laughing 
so much. 
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Musho .1 bow 

What do you want 
the newly re-elected 
President to do for you? 

more good schools in our area 
so that we study from agood 
environment; 

Sufianllbra, 10, P.3, 
a~md~~!m.IY~~~J 

KalfURtlAD trIct 
The President should buy for us 

. uniforms and also give us free food 
at school so that children do not 

drop out of school. 

Meddie Gamera. 12. P.6, 

He should stop teachers from 
beating us when we fail tests at 
school. 

Faheem LuIe, 10, P~, 

K.avuno Dlt,*",!!.l 

Heshould buyformea 
new bicycle which I will ride to 
school because I now walk to 

school. 

The new President should arrest 
all people who mistreat children 
so that they are punished to stop 
others from doing so. 

KInmda Tenywa, 13, P.7, 
onoJulnior S4:hOOi 

Mluk4)ftO DI&tll'ld 
. The President should provide 

free meals and scholastic 
materi.als to all children who are 

at school because some ofthem 
dropout of school because they 

do not have them. 

BY FRED MUZAALE 


