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. . g e Ssewa: yan dep e c . s s: "We should condemn actions 
that limit media space. particularly deportations. They speak volumes about our democratic credentials. We are part of the global village. and international 
partners require information that international journalists help to prOVide." 

EDITORIAL 

Uganda needs more 
firefighters, equipment 

The deployment of a fire truck by the po­
lice to Kalangala, an island district prone to 
fire outbreaks, is a step in the right direction. 
The district has over the years suffered repeat­

ed de.vast~~in·g fire outbreaks, displacing hundreds 
and destroYi~g" property worth millions of shillings. 

According to the authorities, the fire out­
breaks in Kalangala are caused by improp­
er storage of petrol in wooden houses by residents. 

They also blame the infernos on residents who 
leave cooking stoves and candles unattended in 
their homes, which are predominantly wooden. 
Previously, Kalangala residents were forced to wait help­

lessly for a fire truck to be ferried across Lake Victo­
ria from faraway Masaka District on the mainland. 
In most cases, the fire truck arrived too late to save anything. 
Unfortunately, the firefighting challenges that previous­

ly afflicted Kalangala are faced by 
many districts across the country. 

The issue: 
Firefighting 

Our view: 
We call 
upon the 
government to 
procure more 
fire t rucks, 
train more 
firefighters 
and ensure 
<rat urban C'­

-;!/'PAS have fire 
hydrants. 
Each district 
shou.d have 
a f«'e station 
eq..lipp d with 
at least one f e 
truck. 

The situation is dire, with very few 
fire trucks serving many districts. On 
many ol;casions, having travelled long 
distances, the firefighters arrive af­
ter infernos have gutted property. 
They are then blamed by irate res­

idents for shortcomings that 
are' not of their own making. 
The problem is compounded by the fact 
that many urban areas, where fire outbreaks 
are likely to occur, do not have fire hydrants. 

This shortage of fire hydrants 
makes it difficult for firefight­
ers to conduct their noble duty. 

Precious time is often wasted when fire 
trucks run out of water, and there are 
no fire hydrants nearby to refill them. 

This compels firefighters to travel long 
distances to refill fire trucks while fire 
destroys property and endangers lives. 
We call upon the government to procure 

more fire trucks, train more fire fighters and 
ensure that urban areas nave fire hydrants. 
Each district should have a fire station 

equipped with at least one fire truck. 
The authorities should also compel pro­
prietors of commercial buildings to equip 

therp. with fire extinguishers,smoke detectors and fire sprinklers. 
All government offices,schools and hospitals must be equipped 

to fight fire. Employees and learners should be taught how to 
use fire extinguishers and also how to prevent fire outbreaks. 

To ensute.fire safety, the authorities should consider estab­
lishing stringent rules on the purchase and storage of high­
ly flammable substances such as petrol and chemicals. 

To the public, we say that fire safety is not only a du­
ty of the authorities but a collective responsibility. 

We should all do our part in preventing fire ' out­
breaks to safeguard property and lives. Do not 
leave candles and charcoal stoves unattended. 
Do not place flammable materials near heat-sources such as 
cooking stoves,and avoid illegal connections to electricity. 

We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all '~'O do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

p vided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in our 
news gathering and decision-making. 

Further. we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. The Uganda Communications Commission (UCC) announced the full restoration of Internet 
services after election shutdown. _ 
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Cameroon lost Ekane in custody, 
Uganda must not lose Besigye 

l 
ast mont4Cameroon lost one ofits 
leading opposition political leaders 
when Anicet Ekane died in custody on 
December 1,2025. Ekane,bornin the 
1950s,led the MANIDEM party, contest­
ed for the presidency in 2004 and 2011, 

and spent decades demanding democrat­
ic reform Yet he died without trial, amid al­
legations of inadequate medical care,legal 
isolation, and state neglect 
. Uganda needs to pay attention, because to­
day Dr Kizza Besigye, a man of similar politi­
cal generation and stature,is in a dangerous­
ly familiar place. 

Like Ekane,Besigye was also born in the 
1950s.Like Ekane,he has spent decades 
pushing for democratic change through or­
ganised political struggle rather than vio­
lence.FromPAFO to Reform Agenda, to the 
Forum for Democratic Change and now the 
People's Front for Freedom,he has been the 
most consistent challenger of state power in 
Uganda. since 2001 through mass mobilisa­
tion,legal petitions and non-violent protest 

His party describes his condition as crit­
ical. The prisons service downplays it. But 
what cannot be denied is that Besigye's 
health deterioration did not begin this year 
but traces back across years oftear gas,pep­
per spray, beatings during arrests,long de­
tentions,and repeated siege operations 
around his home in Kasangati. Those inci­
den<.s damage the body slowly and prison 
merely accelerates the poor health. 

Ekane died waiting for justice. Besigye 
risks being dragged through endleSs legal 
processes despite a Supreme Court ruling 
against trying civilians in military courts. 
The question Ugandans must ask is sim-

If a man as prominent 
as Besigye can deterio­
rate in custody before 
our very eyes, what 
hope do the nameless 
and voiceless detainees 
have; those ,vithout 
la"vyers, \vithout plat­
forms, and withopt fa­
mily access? 

caesar Lubangakene 
Politics 

pIe: Do we want to wake up to internation­
al headlines announcing that Besigye has 
died in custody, while we argue for weeks 
about who is to blame? 
And Besigye is notaione.According to the 

National Unity Platform, many agents and 
supporters were arrested between Decem­
ber and January 2026,many on minor or 
politically flavoured charges such as "noise 
making,""unlawful assembly," and "drills." 
These are political detentions by anoth-

er name, and they point to a deeper system 
that treats dissent as a security threat-

If a man as prominent as Besigye can de­
teriorate in custody before our very eyes, 
what hope do the nameless and voiceless 
detainees have; those without lawyers, 
without platforms,and without family ac­
cess? And for those who say"ifhe commit­
ted crimes,he must pay,"that's fair but pay­
ment in a democracy is through due pro­
cess,not through medical neglect or endless 
trial Justice is not a slow death; it is a lawful 
and timely verdict. If the State believes any­
one has broken the law, let it prove it openly, 
within constitutional standards with civility. 

Also, being in the Opposition is not a crime, 
President Museveni himself once spent 
years as an Opposition fi.gure,criticising ldi 
Amin and Milton Obote,organising under­
ground structures,and mobilising youth 
against state excesses. Would he have toler­
ated the treatment now being given to to­
day's dissenters? 

Besigye and all the political prisoners need 
to be tried or freed. Uganda ~ entering a del-· 
icate transition after 40 years of one lead-
er. That journey requires listening to one an­
other,not issuing military-style pronounce­
ments. 

A nation matures when it learns to con­
front opposing views,not bury them. Last- .... 
ing peace grows from dialogue,not suppres­
sion. 

Mr Caesar lubangakene 
is the founder, Gulu Dev. 
caelubangakene@gmail.com 
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