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Govt announces mass measles vaccination" 
BY TONNY ABET 

T
he Ministry of Health has an· 
nounced a nationwide mass vacci· 
nation campaign targeting all chilo 
dren under five years of age against 

measles,regardless of their previous vac· 
cination status,following persistent out· 
breaks of the disease across the country. 
. Dr Michael Baganizi, the programme 
manager for the Expanded Programme 
on Immunisation at the Ministry of 
Health, said the campaign will be con­
ducted in October as part of efforts to 
curb recurring measles outbreaks. 

Speaking in an inteWewyesterday; Dr 
Baganizi attributed the. frequent out­
breaks-reported in at least 66 districts 
last year-to the growingnumber of un­
vaccinated children and the low uptake 
of the second dose of the measles vaccine. 

He identified Kampala, Wakiso District 
and several districts in Karamoja Sub-re­
gion as among the areas still grappling 
with measles outbreaks, largely due to 
gapsin immunisation coverage. 

, ~~s:~easles vaccine is 
given in two doses-one 
at nine months and a 
second at one and a half 

years; the uptake of the second 
dose has improved over the years, 
but it is still not as high as the first 
dose, ar:ld that is partly why we 
continue to see outbreaks," Of' 
Michael Baganizi, the programme 
manager for the Expanded Pro­
gramme on Immunisation at the 
Ministry of Health. 

zi said. In response to the persisteqt out­
breaks, the ministry will conduct a na- -
tionwide mass measles and rubella vacci­
nation campaign in October. 

."This is a WHO-recommended inter­
vention, usually carried out every three to 
four years. Uganda last conducted such a 
campaign in 2019,"Dr Baganjzi said. 

He said the mass campaign will serve as 
a booster to ongoing routine immunisa­
tion efforts. 

"The measles vaccine is given in two 
doses-one at nine months and a sec­
ond at one and a half years; the uptake of 
the second dose has improved over the 
years, but it is still not as high as the first 
dose, and that is partly why we continue 
to see outbreaks,"Dr Baganizi explained. 

Dr Diana Atwine, and Dr Michael Baganizi at a media briefing in Kampala yesterday. PHOTO/TONNY ABET 

The Permanent Secretary at the Minis­
try of Health, Dr Diana Atwine, said the 
country continues to grapple with misin­
formation and disinformation driven by 
anti-vaccination groups. 

He said while the first dose coverage 
stands at about 95 percent, uptake of 
the second dose remains around 60 per­
cent,leavingmany children without ade-

unvaccinated children over time. Dr Ba­
ganizi also cited population movements, 
particularly refugee inflows from neigh­
bouring countries, as a contnbuting fac­
toI: 

ed promptly by identifying affected are­
as and conducting targeted vaccination 
campaigns. 

the outbreak is officially declared over," 
he said. 

She said the government will intensify 
public engagement to counter false infor­
mation and reassure comm~es about 
vaccine safety and effectiveness. 

~teimmuni~ . 
He explained that measles outbreaks 

are often driven by an accumulation of 

According to the Ministry ofHealth, 66 
districts reported three or more mea­
sles cases last year. Dr Baganizi said 
more than 40 of these districts respond-

"Of those that resp6nded, many have 
already managed to control the out­
breaks,"he said. 

"About 23 districts are currently in the 
4O-day observation period,duringwhich 
no new cases should be reported before 

However, he said challenges persist in 
eight districts,five of which are in Kara· 
moja, while Kampala and Wakiso contin­
ue to report sporadic cases. 

"In these districts, we are still seeing eas­
es reported every other day;"Dr Bagani-

"Many of our people'require continu­
ous reminders,"Dr Atwine said. "It is our 
duty to keep informing the public about 
the risks that exist and what government 
is doing to mitigate them." 
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The Board, Management, and Staff of . Uganda 
Wildlife Authority (UWA) extend heartfelt 
congratulations to ' the National Resistance 
Movement (NRM), His Excellency, Gen. Yoweri 
Kaguta Museveni, the President of the Republic -of 
Uganda and all Ugandans on the celebration of 40 
yearS" of the NRM. 

This year's theme; "Tribute . to the Patriots who 
Ushe~ in a Fundamental Change," speaks to the 
courage, sacrifice and patriotism of the men and 
women whose struggle restored peace, stability 
and visionary leadership to Uganda. Their selfless 
commitment laid a firm foundation for national 
unity, institutional growth and sustained 

socio-economic transformation. 

For the conservation sector, the last four decades of 
peace and stability have been transformational. 
They have enabled the recovery of Uganda's wildlife 
populations, the restoration and expansion of 
protected areas, the reintroduction of 'formerly 
extinct wildlife species, the growth of tourism, and 
the integration of communities as partners in 
conservation. These achievements stand as 
enduring dividends of the sacrifices made by the 
patriots we honour today. 

The Board, Management and Staff of UW A recognise 
and appreciate the continued Government slJPport 
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for wildlife conservation as a strategic driver of 
sustainable development, climate resitience, and 
national pride. This support has strengthened 
conservation law enforcement, promoted 
community livelihoods; and positioned wildlife 
tourism as a key contributor to Uganda's economy. . . 

As Uganda marks 40 years of the NRM, Uganda 
Wildlife Authority reaffirms its commitment to 
safeguardfng the country's natural heritage and 
advancing conservation for the benefit of present 
and future generations, in the true spirit of 
patriotism an~ national service. 

Conserving for Generations 
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