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imster Chris Baryomunsi on National Unity Platform's Robert Kyagulanyi: "Nobody wants him. He's not under pursuit by the 
police or the army. He's free to come from wherever he's hiding. He should return to his home, be calm and observe law and order. He should stop the drama 

and theatrics, trying to cause a story where there's no story." 

-
Cartoon. Ronald Balimwezo Nsubuga of the National Unity Platform (NUP) is new Kampala Lorp Mayor 

EDITORIAL 

Press on further to take 
the sting out of malaria 

T
he steady decline in malaria admissions and deaths 
among children under five registered by hospi­
tals across Uganda is a feat worth celebrating. Fig­

. ures by the Health ministry across the last three finan­
cial years (FY) capture the deaths, for one, as being halved. 
This significant drop of deaths amongst hospitalised chil­
dren from 2,321Ct6 1;249, as previously stated, is no mean feat. 

Similarly, the drop in malaria admissions of the same­
from 390,911 cases in FY 2022/ 23 to 302,949 cases in FY 
2024/25-offers m ore proof, if any was needed, that the coun­
try's traj ectory cannot be questioned. The testament to the 
good work being don e, seen in prevention efforts like adop­
tion of a malaria vaccine, regular use of mosquito nets, and 
positive reception of indoor residual spraying, speaks to sci­
ence-based processes staking their pressing claim to relevance. 
• We cannot greet such strides taken in a muted m anner as 
some would want us to. The hostility to scientists, scientific re­
search, and scientific dat a that is commonplace in the Global 

North where anti-vaxxers seem determined 
to spread misinformation and disinforma­
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tion remains a few notches beyond terrify­
ing. The spike in measles cases in the Unit- . 
ed States shows th(j.t the dismissive streak di­
rected at science has threaded through with, 
perhaps unintended, sinister repercussions. 
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Therelsa ot 
of work to be 
done despite 
the imprassive 
14 percent 

• drop in malaria 
cases. To 
the Ministry 
of Health, all 
we can say 
is: remain 
grounded. 
Keep pushing 
for the best 
possibfe . 
outcomes 

This is why the Health ministry should 
be applauded for the public information 
campaigns it has conducted to debunk 
myths around malaria prevention efforts. 
It was not so long ago that mosquito nets 
were lamen tably repurposed for various 
farming practices, including fishing. Else­
where, indoor residual spraying attempts 
crashed into one proverbial speed bump af­
ter another. Most of the refusals, typically 
on the part of rural folk-were occasioned 
by misinformation and disinformation. 

It is fundamental that health authorities 
maintain the purple patch. Resisting the 
temptation to rest on their laurels could not 
be more important as the Health ministry 
readies itself to distribute, free of charge,just 
under 26 million mosquito nets this month. A 
government dataset shows that distribution 

of insecticide-treated net coverage stood at 76 percent as of June 
2025. As a result, and thanks to indoor residual spraying, malar­
ia incidence dropped to 260 cases per 1,000 people from 280 cases 
from 1,000 people during FY 2023/ 24. 

These are impressive numbers by any measure. While such a tra­
jectory should be maintained, or better yet improved, the same 
cannot be said of malaria vaccine uptake. Whereas nearly all tar­
geted clllJdren-received the initial dose, the Health ministry re­
ports that uptake of the second dose is languishingjust above the 
30 percent mark. The figures for the third dose are even worse. 
Since the vaccine was only introduced in April2025,across 107 dis­
tricts, it would not be a stretch to come to the conclusion that it is 
early days yet.But this could swing either way. 

Evidently, there is a lot of work to be done despite the impressive 
14 percent drop in malaria cases. To the Ministry of Health, all we 
can say is: remain grounded. Keep pushing for th best possible 
outcomes as the country looks to take the sting out of what is by all 
accounts a dreadful disease. 

We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that provided 

by Monitor Publications Ltd. fop what we do in our news 
gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel that we 
haye fallen short in our attempt to keep these commitments. 

Beyond revenue, customs 
is key in protecting society 

T
o many people,customs is about 
collecting revenue or facilitating 
trade. This year's International Cus­
toms Day,which we are celebrating 

under the theme "Customs protecting so­
ciety through vigilance and commitment", 
is an opportunity t2 reflect onits wider role 
in protecting lives,security economies and 
strengthening regional resilience. 

In today's interconnected world, trade con­
tinues to expand rapidly. In 2024, the glob­
al goods trade was valued at approximate­
ly US$24.5 trillion. Within the East African 
Community (EAC),it reached about $125 
billion,reflecting ourregion's growing in­
tegration into continental and global sup­
ply Chains. Safeguarding this expanding 
trade space requires a vigilant,modern and 
well-coordinated customs architecture. 

Customs officers operate at the frontline 
of this architecture. Their vigilance at ports, 
airports, border posts and along major 
transport corridors protects citizens from 
counterfeit medicines, unsafe consumer 
products, environmental hazards, and illic­
it trade. 

This vigilance is underpinned by technical 
and infrastructure investments as well as re­
gional collaboration on policy;regulatlons 
and legislation. 

One-stop border posts across major trade 
corridors in the EAC provide integrated 
platforms for joint controls,real-time infor­
mation sharing and enhanced surveillance. 
These facilities reduce duplication, improve 
transparency and limit opportunities for 
m alpractice. 

At the same time, regional cargo tracking 
systems,electronic transit monitoring tools, 
EAC Customs SecuriSY (EACBond) and int~­
faced customs platforms h ave increased vis­
ibility over cargo movements. 

By simplifying customs procedures, coor­
dinating border management, and expand­
ing the use of digital services, the EAC helps 

As global trade beco­
mes nlore complex 
and risks more sophis­
ticated, the role of cus­
toms ,vill continue to 
expand. 

Annette S.Mutaawe 
CuslomsDay 

legitimate traders access regional markets 
safely and competitivelY-

Customs vigilance also extends to envi­
ronmental and consumer protection. By 
collaborating with international partners, 
the EAC enforces provisions on prohibited 
and restricted imports under the EAC Cus" 
toms Management Act. Improved classifi­
cation and monitoring systems enable gov­
ernments to apply targeted restrictions and 
prohibitions on certain goods,support sus­
tainable alternatives and promote the tran­
sition towards circular economies. 

Effective customs systems do not simply 
keep out undesirable goods. They also facil­
itate rapid access to key goods, as demon­
strated during the Covid-19 pandemic. . 

Underpinning all this is regional cooper­
ation through the EAC,and partnerships 
with global trade bodies and frameworks. 
The EACi>rovides strategic.direction for cus­
toms and trade reforms through ministerial 
decisions, policy ()\<"efSight and monitoring 
mechanisms,ensuring that regional com­
mitments are translated into practical ac-
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tion. Under its guidance, partner states have 
strengthened coordinated border manage­
ment, endorsed digitalisation programmes, 
improved risk management systems and 
undertakenjoint enforcement operations. 

This collective approach enables EAC cus­
toms administrations to respond effectively 
to cross-border risks that no single country 
can manage alone. 

As intra-regional, continental and glob­
al trade expands, the EAC continues to pri­
oritise capacity building through regional 
training programmes, specialised enforce­
ment courses and peer learning initiatives. 

These efforts equip officers with the skills 
needed to respond to emerging risks such 
as e-commerce fraud,cyber-enabled crime 
and complex valuation schemes. 

At the same time,harmonised codes of 
conduct, integrity frameworks and account­
ability mechanisms are strengthening pub­
lic confidence in customs institutions. 

As global trade becomes more complex 
and risks more sophistiCated, the role of cus­
toms will continue to expand.Health emer­
gencies, environmental crime, illicit trade in 
goods and financial flows and digital trade 
require adaptive and forward-looking re­
sponses. We are working hard to ensure 
that we are ready to face the challenges and 
seize the opportunities from this expanding 
trade ecosystem. 

The EAC remains committed to strength­
ening surveillance systems, deepening in­
ter-agency cooperation and embracing in­
novation. More investment in technology,le­
gal harmonisation and human capital will 
be essential to sustaining progress. 

From facilitating trade in essential goods 
to securing supply chains and controlling 
harmful products,customs administrations 
are the vanguard of our trade opportuni­
ties. Their vigilance protects our communi­
ties. Their commitment secures our econo­
mies. Their professionalism sustains region­
al integration. 
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