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The 10 UPDF represen­
tatives elected through 
the Army Council meet- . 
ing are chosen-in line 
with regulations guiding 
SIGs, which also include 
workers, youth, and 
personscwlth disabili­
ties. 

BY ANDREW BAGALA 
&DANWANDERA 

T
he Electoral Commission has de­
clared 10 Uganda Peoples' De­
fence Forces (UPDF) officers elect­
ed, with Deputy Chief of Defence 

Forces Lt Gen Sam Okiding walking 
away with the lion's share of votes. 

For the first time in decades, the Chief 
of Defence Forces will not be among the 
UPDF representatives in Parliament, a 
changing of the guard that raised eye-
brows. . 
. Ih the election conducted yesterday at 
the Land Forces Headquarters in Bombo, 
Luweero District,Lt Gen Qkidingtopped 
the list with 340 votes. He was trailed by 
Lt Gen James Mugira, the managing di­
rector of the National Enterprise CorpO­
ration, with 303 votes, and Lt Gen Sam 
Kavuma, the deputy coordinator of Op­
oogUons Wealth Creation, who secured 
282VOtes .• 

Brig Gen David Gonyi, the Chief of Staff 
of the Air Force, came in fourth with 266 
votes. Maj Gen Henry Moses Matsiko, 
Joint Staff Political CoIIlIIlissa1;followed 
with 251 vote&, while Maj Gen James 
Kinalwa,Joint Staff of Human Resource 
Management,garnered 241 votes. 

Maj Gell Joseph Ssemwanga, the depu-

UPDF representatives 
in 12th . Parliament 

Ml\i Gen Henry Masiko 

ty commander of Land Forces, received 
198 votes. Col Night lkiriza from the Spe­
cial Forces Command, Col Sylvia Meeme 
from the Military Police, and Col Chris­
tine Nekesa from the Air Force were 
elected as female representatives. 

Only Lt Gen Mugira,Maj Gen Matsiko, 
and Maj Gen Kavuma had served in the 
11th Parliament. Those who did not re­
turn include Gen Edward Katumba 
Wamala,Gen DaVid Muhoozi,Lt Gen Wil­
son Mbadi, Lt Gen Peter Elweru (rtd), Col 
Dr Victor Nekesa,Lt Col Charity Bainaba­
bo,and Maj Dr Jennifer Alanyo. 

Col Chris Magezi, the acting spokesman 
of the Defence Public Information Office, 
said. the Defence Forces Council meet-

Lt Gen Sam Kavuma 

Ml\i Gen James Kinalwa , 
ing was chaired by President and Com­
mander-in-ChiefGen YoweriMuseveni 

"The members of the Defence Forces 
Council include Members of the UPDF 
High Command, persons who were sen­
ior officers of the army as at January 26, 
1986, chiefs and directors of services, 
commandants of training institutions, 
brigade and battalion commanders, and 
officers commanding equivalent units of 
the Defence Forces,"Col Magezi said. 
Ouring the Constitutional Assembly, 

some legislators opposed military rep­
resentation in Parliament, but govern­
ment ministers argued it would allow 
the armed forces to keep a finger on the 
pulse of national politics. 

Lt Gen James Mugira 

Brig Gen David Gonyi 

. On January 30,2021, President Mu­
seveni told UPDF representatives that 
their role in Parliament was to act as a 
"conveyor belt of national issues and a 
listeningpost." 

The 10 UPDF representatives elect­
ed through the Army Council meet­
ing are chosen in line with regulations 
guiding Special Interest Groups (SIGs), 
which also include workers, youth, 
and persons with disabilities. 

Unlike public elections for Mem­
bers of Parliament and other groups, 
the UPDF vote is an internal process 
chaired by the Commander-in-Chief, 
with a requirement that at least two 
female.officers be induded. 

PLE results 
out tomorrow 
BY JANE NAFULA 

KAMPALA. The long-awaited release 
of the 2025 Primary Leaving Examina­
tions (pLE) results has been setfortomor­
row, the Uganda National-Examinations 
Board (Uneb) announced last evening. 

Ms Jennifer Kalule, the Uneb spokes­
person, Said the release date was arrived 
atlast evening following a closed-door 
meeting with the Education minister, 
who doubles as the First Lady, Ms Janet 
Museveni . 

"The release has been set for Friday at 
llam at State Lodge,Nakasero. The brief­
ing of the Minister of Education and 
Sports has been successfully conducted 
and recognised by stakeholders," Ms Ka­
lulesaid. 

She added that Ms Museveni appreci­
ated the efforts of the Board in ensuring 
that the results are released on time. 

The announcement of the release of 
2025 PLE results was made amid specu­
lations that the temporary Internet shut­
down that commenced two days before 
the presidential and parliamentary polls 
could delay the release,an allegation Un­
eb vehemently refuted. 

Ms K3J.ule, however, clarified that the 
marking, verification, and quality assur­
ance processes for the 2025 PLE were 
done as planned and that the temporary 
Internet interruption didn't disrupt the 
process. 

Available records indicate that a total 
of 818,010 candidates registered for the 
202$ PLE. This represented a 2.5 percent 
increase from the 797,444 candidates 
who registered in 2024. 

Of the 818,010 candidates who sat 
for PLE last year,428,398 are girls, and 
389,589 are boys. 

Last year, the 2024 PLE results were offi­
cially released on January 23,a week ear­
lierthan the 202.5 results. 

According to the education calendar 
for this year, the reporting date for the 
Senior One students is February 16. 
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NRM reaps higin division,municipal mayoral polls 
BY MONITOR TEAM 

COUNTRYwiDE. The National Re­
.sistance Movement (NRM) has outper­
formed the Opposition parties in the 
mayoral election for both cities and mu­
nicipalities across the country, with the 
Opposition parties alleging voter irregu­
larities. 
·In Soroti City, which has been fum­

ly in the hands of Forum for Democrat­
ic Change (FDC), all the division seats 
were taken by the NRM amid claims of 
voter bnbery,rigging, and open-day bal­
lot stuffing, said Mr Isaac Asaku, the FDC 
candidate for Soroti City west Division. 

On the election day, Mr Asaku spent 
much of the early morning hours in po­
lice detention, after he was arrested by 
police on allegations of voter bribery, 
claims he said are not true. 
"I was the one who confronted them 

for ballot stuffing and rigging, but at the 
end, they are accusing me, people know 
whose camp was dishing wtmoney," he 
said. 

In the countryside, the NRM managed 
to secure over 27 seats for the mayoral 
positions, with National Unity Platform 
(NUP) getting six, Independents had six 
while the.FDC got only two seats,in Kas-
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. Kotido · Peter Abraham Irar NRM I: 

Apac Bonnie McLean Odongo NRM Kumi John Bosco Emenyat NRM I : 

LIST OF MUNICIPAL MAYORS 

Arua Central Saidy Baguma NRM lira City East Diy Denis P Odonao UPC II AyiYU Div Malon Ayutia NRM lira City West Div Emmanuel E Opeto UPC 
Buairi Ayubu Kisibu IND Luaazi Willy Kiwanuka NUP !, 
Bushenyi-lshaka Richard Byaruhanaa NRM Masindi Roqers Amanyire NRM 
Busia Sadiki Aqele Amini FDC Mbale Industrial Diy Abdul Madoi NRM 
Entebbe Farbice Rulinda NRM Mbale North Diy Georae Mwanika NRM : 
Fortportal Central Joram Bintamanya IND Mbarara City North Gumisiriza Kyabwisho NRM I Fortportal North Div Joseph M Kiiza NRM Mbarara City South Jomo Jamidin NRM : 
Hoima East Diy Bosco Muhanuzi NRM Mityana Faustine Mukambwe NUP 

I Hoima West Oiv Julius Kyomuhendo INO Moroto Mark Sire INO 
Ibanda Deusdedit Mulinde IND Mubende Innocent Ssekiziyivu NRM 

I 19anga Nasser Kanqola NUP Nebbi Jackline Apar NRM 
Jinia North Ayubu Wabika NUP Nieru Yasiin Kyazze NRM 
Jinja South Simon Kasirve NUP Ntunqamo Jacob Kafureeka NRM : 
Kabale Emmanuel Byamuaisha IND Nvendo IMukunqwe Ronald Kasekende NUP I Kamuli Fred Balinanqo NRM Rukunqiri Boaz Kansiime Mitata NRM 
Kapchorwa Francis chemusto NRM Sheema Lukia Nakalisa NRM I Kasese Chance Kahindo FOC Soroti City East Latif Abdul NRM 
Kimaanyal Kabonera Moses Mulinde NRM Soroti City West John Enomu NRM I Kisoro John Mboniaabo INO Tororo Benard Ochiena NRM ~-

Koboko ' ·1 Peter Aloro Atibuni NRM -- .-
See related-stol'les on Page 26, 29, 30 & 32 

ese and Busiarespectively. 
Mr Richard Esegu, the NRM regis­

trar for Soroti City, told this publica­
tion that it is the year of the NRM to 
flourish, saying the vote was free and 
fair from all kinds ofmanipulation. 

"Those who have been elected 
should have the opportunity to serve. 
Elections involve strategy, at times 
you have to ferry the people to the 
polling station,"Mr Esegu said. 

The NUP party,whichhas mostofits 
national leaders under detention af­
ter the presidential and parliamen­
tary elections,put up a better perfor- • 
mance in Jinja and Iganga, winning 
all division seats inJinja and the may­
oral seat for Iganga Municipality. 
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