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Al revolutlon My advice to young

people is to commlt t() curloslty

rtificial Intelhgence (AD)isredefin-

ing and reshaping every aspect of our

lives. Alis not just a buzzword or dis-

tant scientific dream; it isupon us and

will be a transformational force driv-

ing the futufe of every aspect of our
lives.

This is why I firmly believe that we must
address this challenge, and this may neces-
sitate changes in our university courses and
curriculum if we want to remain relevantin
thefuture.

1am, however,optimistic because when I
look at young graduates, I see more than just
graduates; I see pioneers who will help write
Africa’s chapterin the Alrevolution.

The question today isn’t whether AT will
change the world; rather; it is how do we pre-
pare for this Al-driven future? How dowe
adopt to it not as a threat but as an ally? We
must ask and respond to the overriding and
pertinent question of our time:“Is our course
content future-ready or not?”

For example, in the past, Computer Science
was taught as a specialisation for a few.In the
future, Al literacy must be a foundational
skill for almost all graduate students,wheth-
er studying Law; Agriculture, Medicine, Busi-
ness,or other fields.

Allmust learn to interact with and lever-
age Al tools effectively Our graduates in the
future should not just know how amachine
works, they should be able to build and fixit.
Artificial Intelligence (AI)isnolonger a fu-
turistic concept; it’s the current engine of the
global economy. We are witnessing signifi-
cantinvestments in massive Alinfrastruc-
ture,including big data centres and potent
chips, by the big Al players - dubbed the‘Mag-
nificent 77and comprising Apple, Alphabet,
Amazon, Microsoft, Meta,Nvidia,and Tesla.
Alis now playing a profound role in diag-
nosing diseases and making life-saving de-
cisions in remote areas where doctors are

scarce.Drones are also delivering medicines,

_aswehavealreadywinmessedinneighbwr-

ing Rwanda.

In agriculture,machine learning algo-
rithms are predicting crop yields; helping
farmers combat climate change and food se-
curity.In many cities, Al-powered apps are
optimising traffic flow to reduce congestion.
Languages are being translated in real time,
and Alis fundamentally transforming in-
dustries.

The question is whether we will be passive
observers or active participants in this Al
Revolution. Many have expressed fear that
Al will replace human workers (labour).I
believe that AT will replace those human
workers who obstinately refuse to embrace
Alin their work.

Alisevolving at breakneck speed.The Al
tools you will use five years from now don’t
exist yet. The problems you will solve hav-
en’t been identified. This means your most
valuable skill is not what you know today,
but your capacity to learn tomorrow.

My advice to young people i$ to commit to
curiosity Dive into online courses, attend
workshops,and read research papers.Note

that the most successful innovators never
stop learning.

As AT handles more routine cognitive
tasks, your human capabilities become
more valuable,not less.

Machines can process data,but they can-
not dream. They can identify patterns,but
they cannot understand context, for ex-
ample, the way someone rooted in the soil
of Uganda understands their communi-
ty. They can generate text,but they can-
not have empathy! This contextual intelli-
gence is your superpower, and therefore,do
not abandon your inherent human agency =
amidst this Al revolution. ;

You may think that graduating from a de-
veloping country like Uganda places you at
adisadvantage in comparison to the lead-
ing centres of AT innovation,such as those
in Silicon Valley,USA; Beijing,and London.I
disagree with this narrative entirely.

You can create appropriate solutions opti-
mised for low connectivity, limited resourc-
es,and diverse linguistic environments.

You can build Al applications that actually
work for millions of people who don’t live in
wealthy nations.

AT's most significant potential lies in solv-
ing African problems with African solu-
tions. You can turn challenges into oppor-
tunities.

You may be tomorrow’s innovators,for
example, of drones monitoring wildlifein
Queen Elizabeth National Park.Go forth
and innovate. .
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