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"Despite the ongoing unjustified manhunt by the 
criminal regime, I am grateful to the common people whom I meet daily for trying to shield me and keep me safe .. :" . 

Arrest and prosecute 
·crooked electoral officials 

With the various elections held in 2026 and leading up 
. to it, induding the presidential and parliamentary as 

well as loc()'1.government polls, there has been dlaos, 
cenfusion; and public outcry over vote rigging. 

In many instan!,:es.,polling officials are cited as part of the car­
tel robbing voters and candidates on polling day. Some of these . 
instances have been reported in the media, and others record­
ed on camera. 

The Electoral Conunission (EC) that superintended over 
.these polls must, without further de1ay,swing into action to in­
vestigate, arrest, and prosecute the officials involved in the ir­
regularities. 

• Voter turnout has declined with every successive election, 
with voters accusing the powers that be of altering electionre­
sults,stuffing ballot boxes and in one instance at least, a return­
ing officer in Mukono declaring two winners. 

The issue: 
Vote rigging 
Our view: 
Ifwrongdoers 
are allowed to 
walk off scot­
free, it Will only 

• embolden the 
vote thieves 
an~a15all()t box 
stuffing crews. 
Returning 
officef'S should 
know that they 
hold a sacred 
office and must 
be provided 
s.ecurity . 
equivalent to the 
serious mandate 
they-hold. 

As things stand in 2026, the reputa­
tion 'ofwhat is supposed to be theinde­
pendent EC is in tatters. 

We have seen various players appear 
to usurp the Commission's powers, 
flout electoral laWs, and issue counter­
mands to the electoral law without con­
sequences. 

The Commission needs to pick itself 
up and do an audit once this exercise is 
done. 

Ifwrongdoers are allowed to walk off 
scot-free,it will only embolden the vote 
thieves and ballot box stuffing crews. 

Returning officers should know that 
they hold a sacred office and must be 
provided security equiValent to the se­
rious mandate they hold. 

As it happens, with the Uganda Exam­
inations Board, exam cheating is pun­
ished with exam centre cancellation 
and withholding of results; we should 
see the same measure of seriousness 
applied to vote rigging. 

The cost of rigging should be so high 
that it discourages anyone from even 
considering it. 

Failure to act on the widespread dis­
honest practices makes the Commis­
sion complicitin the rigging at all levels. 

Worse, it discredits the voting exerciSe 
so badly that no leader who emerges 

. from this flawed exercise will be trust-
ed as the true people's choice. 
It is incumbent on the EC to dean its house and not just to 

pay lip service to doing the right thing. 
Those who came to office via election irregularities and those 

who aided them in these criminal acts must face the full force. 
of the law. 

The vote manipulation that is being reported is possibie in 
large part with the cooperation of the Commission personnel. 

We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

~ EC chairperson Justice Simon Byabakama has asked the Supreme Court to dismiss a p~esidential 
election petition challenging the re-election of President Yoweri Museveni. 
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AI revolution: My advice to young 
people is to commit to curiosity . 

A
rtificial Intelligence (AI) is redefin­
ing and reshaping every aspect of our 
lives. AI is not just a buzzword or dis­
tant scientific dream; itis upon us and 
will be a transformational force driv­
ingthe futute.of every aspect of our 

lives. 
This is why I firmly believe that we must 

address this cluiIIenge, and this may neces· 
sitate changes in ouruniversitycourses and 
curriculumifwe want to remainrelevantin 
the future. 

I am,however;optirnistic because when I 
look at young graduates,I see morethanjust 
graduates; I see pioneers who will help write 
Africa's chapter in the AI revolution. 

The question today isn't whether AI will 

Dive into online courses, 
attend workshops, and 
read research papers. 
Note that the most suc­
cessful innovators never 
stop learning. 

changetheworld;rather,itishowdowepre- scarce.Drones are also delivering medicines, 
pare for this AI-driven future? How do we .aswehavealreadywitnessedinneighbour-
adopt to itn9t as it threat but as an anY? We - ing Rwanda 
must ask and respond to the overriding and Ip agricu1ture,machine learning alga-
pertinent question.of our time: "Is our'course '. ri~.are predicting crop yields,helping 
content future-ready or not?" farmerS combat climate change and food. se-

For example,in the past, Compu~ Science . _ curity.Inmany cities,AI-powered apps are 
was taught as a specialisation for a few. In the optimising traffic flow to reduce congestion. 
future,AI literacy mustbe a foundational Languages are being translated in realtime, 
skill for almost all graduate stUdents, wheth- and AI is fundamentally transfomring in-
er studying Law,Agriculture,Medicine,Busi- dustries. 
ness,or otherfie1ds. The question is whether we will be p'lSSive 

All must learn to interact with and lever- observers or active participants in this AI 
age AI tools effectively.OUrgraduates in the Revolution. Many have expressed fear that 
future should not just know how a machine AI will replace human wolkers (labour):! 
wolks, they should be able to build and fix it believe that AI will replace those human 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is no longer a fu- workers who obstinately refuse to embrace 
turistic concept; it's the current engine of the AI in their work. 
global economy. We are witnessing signifi--... AI is evolving at breakneck speed. The AI 
c:ant investments in massive AIinfrastruc- tools you will use five years from now don't 
ture,induding big data centres and potent exist yet. The problems you will solve hav-
chips, by the big AI players -dubbed the'Mag- en't been identified. This means your most 
nificent 7'and comprising Apple,Alphabet, valuable skill is not what you know today, 
Amazon,Microsoft,Meta,Nvidia,and'IesIa. but your capacity to learn tomorrow. 
AI is now playing a profound role in diag- My advice to young people is to commit to 
nosing diseases and making life-saving de- · curiosity.Dive into online courses, attend 
cisions in remote areas where doctors are workshops, and read research papers. Note 

that the most successful innovators never 
stop learning. 

As AI handles more routine cognitive 
tasks, your human capabilities become 
more valuable,not less. 

Machines can process data, but they can­
not dream. They can i«;l.entify patterns, but 
they cannot understand context, for ex­
ample, the way someone rooted in the soil 
of Uganda understands their communi· _ 
. ty. They can generate text, but they can-
not have empathy! This contextual intelli­
gence is your superpower; and therefore, do 
not abandon your inherent human agency 
amidst this AI revolution. 

You may think that graduating from a de­
veloping country like Uganda places you at 
a disadvantage in comparison to the lead- -
ing centres of AI innovation, such as those 
in Silicon Valley, USA; Beijing,and London. I 
disagree with this narrative entirely. 

You can create appropriate solutioI!S opti­
mised forlow connectivity,limited resourc­
es,and diverse linguistic environments. 
You can build AI applications that actually 
wolk for millions of people who don't live in 
wealthy nations. 

AI's most significant potential lies in solv­
ing African problems with African solu· 
tions. You can turn challenges into oppor­
tunities. 

You may be tomorrow's innovators,for . 
example, of drones monitoring wildlife in 
Queen Elizabeth National PaIic. Go forth 
and innovate. 

This is an excerpt from Sil' Richard 
Kaijuka's speech to graduands of Valley 
University of Science and Technology 
(VUsn. He is an experienced business 
leadel' and banker and chail', Board of 
Trustees at; VUST. 
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