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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Executive Director of the Forum For Women in Democracy, Ms Patricia Munabi on violation of women's dignity and privacy y 
security forces: "It is an attack on their privacy. The people who they are looking for or who they have alleged to have committed crimes are men. they are 
individuals . and it is not right to invade the privacy of their partners . looking for either information or anything about their husbands." 

EDITORIAL 

Don't relent in fight 
against drug theft 

I
n October 2025, the National Drug Authority arrested a mil­
itary officer and a health worker in a special operation tar­
geting theft of government medicines. The operation uncov-

. ered over 150,000 doses of antiretroviral drugs stolen frOm 
a nillitary health facility and intended for sale in Jinja City. The 
officer was a laq,or;ltQry technician at Kabamba Military Health 
Centre IV in Mubende. 
In another arrest around the same time, an enrolled nurse 

and officer in charge ofMakoole health Centre II in Sembabule 
was detained for allegedly stealing 3,000 does of antimalarial 
and 12,500 malaria testing kits, which she had allegedly moved 
to a private house for sale . 

. . These arejust two of many drug theft cases that plague our 
healthcare sector every year. While the National Drug Author­
ity does its best to trace and recover these stolen drugs, need­
less to say, there are many culprits who get away with steal­
ing drugs meant to be given free of charge at health centres, 
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slowly but steadily bleeding the health 
sector and rendering it unable to meet 
the healthcare needs of the populace. 

In September 2025, the goverrunent 
rolled out a nationwide media cam­
paign aimed at ending the theft and di­
version of medicines from public health 
facilities. The campaign was to bring to­
gether the Ministry of Health, Uganda Po­
lice Fo,rce, and State House Health Moni­
toring Unit and seek to mobilise citizens 
to protect government-provided med­
icines, which are meant to be accessed 
free of charge at all public health facilities. 

The National Medical Stores also 
highlighted that they had, over time, 
strengthened monitoring and ac­
countability systems, with all deliv­
ery trucks being fitted with GPS, track­
ing devices, and real-time dispatch 
alerts sent to district officials to con-

firm receipt of supplies, among other measures. 
This w€ek, the Ministry of Health asked Parliament 

to appwpriate at least Shs32.5 billion to enable the gov­
ernment ' to digitise processes of service .provision in 
state-run health facilities, as a way of plugging gaps 
through which drugs and medical su pplies are stolen. 

The request was placed before the House Committee on 
Budget by the chairperson of the Committee on Health, Mr 
JOI>eph Ruyonga, who revealed that Shs32.5 billion is need­
ed for t)1e digitisation of hospital management syst ems. 
Clearly, the effort to curb drug theft is not a one-off operation.lt 
must be continuous and multi-pronged. 

And while we acknowledge the need to digitise hospital man­
agement systems as an additional way to deal with the thefts, 
we also agree with the demand for a detailed strategy for the 
planned digitisation, which should be shared before funds are 
appropriated. 

Otherwise, it would not be the first time to see 
a seemingly good project return underwhelm­
ing results, even with the best of intentions. 
That said, all stakeholders must not relent in the fight-against 
drug theft. SUch efforts could be the reason that a hie or two are 
saved at a health centre somewhere in the country. 
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Cartoon. Police have confirmed that weapons belonging to police and army have been used in a wave of 
recent robberies around Kampala. 
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When Uganda realises the future is creative 

U
ganda has always loved its scientists 
and engineers, and the admissions 
data prove it.Public universities pub­
lish government sponsorship lists 
where medicine, engineering, com­
puter science, and statistics sit firm­

ly at the top of cut-offtahles year after year, 
demonstrating hjlw national merit admis­
sions have long tilted toward technical dis­
ciplines. 

Bridging schemes such as the Higher Edu­
cation Access Certificate were also designed 
to widen access into tertiary study with a 
specific emphasis on science and innova­
tion fields. Significant scholarship resourc­
es have followed this pathway. A recent pro­
gramme worth more than Shs95 billion was 
launched specifically to help rural girls enter 
STEM programmes in universities and voca­
tional institutions, showing the scale of in­
vestment dedicated to these fields. None of 
this is wrong. Science will always be essen­
tial. But it is no longer enough. 

Uganda is one of the youngest nations 
on earth. More than 70 percent of its peo­
ple are under 30, and 22.7 percent fall into 
the youth category. If Uganda is truly com­
mitted to solving youth unemployment, it . 
must shift attention to the industries that 
are already proving capable of hiring rapid­
ly, growing without heavy capital needs, and 
rewanling initiative without delay. 

These industries are in the creative econo­
my, and the evidence is undeniable. Accord­
ing to Uganda Bureau of Statistics, arts, en­
tertainment, and recreation rose from just 
above two percent of gross domestic prod­
uct in the 2021 to 2022 financial year to more 
than four percent in 2022 to 2023. National 
accounts confirm that services led the coun­
try's 5.2 percent economic expansion in that 
period, with creative sectors among the ac­
tivities that rebounded strongly. Another 
national analysis places the creative econ­
omy at 3 percent of GDP in 2023, valued at 
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about Shs4.2 trillion, placing it on par with 
mining and exceeding several agricultural 
value chains. These are not small numbers. 
They are signals of an industry that is doing 
exactly what Uganda needs most: absorbing 
YOullg people quickly and sustainably. 

For more than 12 years, the Uganda Film . 
Festival has served as the country's leading 
platform for recognising creative E:ltcellence, 
annually presenting about 25 awards across 
film, television, and technical categories. in­
stitutions like MultiChoice Uganda have 
helped strengthen this ecosystem by sup­
porting training and professional develop­
ment that raise industry standards. Alumni 
emerging from these creative training path­
ways continue to excel, winning at the Ugan­
da Film Festival and at the IKON Awards. 
Their success now extends across the conti­
nent, with nominations and wins at major 
platforms including the Africa Magic View­
er's Choice Awards, Women in Film Awards, 
among others. 

At the same time, Uganda's digital creators 
are rewriting the country's employment 
map. 

TikTok has become a true rnarketplace,not 
a pastime. Young people in Masaka, Mbale, 
Gulu, and Kampala are building business­
es from their phones. Dancers, comedians, 
stylists, beauty artists, musicians, commen-

tators, and storytellers are earning income 
from brand deals, digital gifts, sales, and 
event bookings,even ifmuch of this new dig­
ital economy remains uncaptured in official 
statistics. Th~ mobile phone is now a studio, 
a shop, and a global export channel. 
If Uganda wants to reduce youth unem­

ployment, it must support the platforms 
and institutions that are nurturing this crea­
tive rise. Initiatives like the Uganda Film Fes­
tival must continue receiving national sup­
port because they spotlight the profession­
als driving one of the most vibrant sectors of 
the economy. 

The same must be said for creative train­
ing pipelines which train hundreds offilm­
makers across the region and whose alum­
ni are contributing significantly to national 
productions and regional media. This is no 
longer just an artistic choice. It is an econom­
ic opportunity with real, measurable out­
comes. 

Uganda cannot continue expecting the 
sciences and a handful of traditional indus­
tries to shoulder the burden of national em­
ployment. They cannot do it alone; The crea­
tive economy is growing fast enough, acces­
sible enough, and dynamic enough to meet 
the needs of a nation that grows at more 
than 3.5 percent annually. It is time for pol­
icy, investment, and national attention to 
shift. Uganda's youth are already doing the • 
work. They are creating jobs for themselves 
and others. They are exporting culture. They 
are winning awards. They are running micro 
enterprises from their poCkets. 

The country must now meet them with be­
lief; with funding, with protection, and with .. ~ 
visibility. The future will belong to the na­
tions that understand the power 9f creativ­
ity. Uganda has the talent. It has the youth. 
It has proof. All that remains is the choice to 
act. 
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