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Where is the 
lie in that Crazy 
Kennar video 

C
razy KeIll1ar did cook in his viral skit on the series of events 
that happen once one declares their intention to run for 
presidency in Uganda. Here, running for president is literal 
running; like the Cheptegei kind. Ugandans did not get an­

gry. Of ~ourse not. Our national trauma response is laughter. We 
make fun of everything; power cuts, fuel prices, elections, even 
ourselves. So the skit landed not as an insult, but as a mirror. 

On the TL,people laughed the way you laugh at ajoke that hurts 
oecause It is accurate. Running for president against the regime,i~ 
lot a campaign,it is more like free cardio.From his video,looks like 
n Uganda, opposition politics comes with a fitness tracker. 

The jokes kept coming. Someone reminded KeIll1ar 111at he for­
:ot we have picked leaders from Kenya before, because history 
nust always be invited to the roast. We leaned into our unofficial 
~obal brand; a country so unserious that even our political repres­
ion comes with memes. Mbu Uganda is a documentary pretend-
ilg to be ajoke, mujooga banaye! while another declared the skit _ 
isa-free comedy for the whole world. 
And yes, we noticed the details. Especially the accent. Ugandans 

ppreciated the effort, but the timeline could not let it slide. The 
se of banange caused national concern. Right word, wrong pro­
unciation. You canjoke about our politics, but please respect our 
)wels. As many were quick to point out, we speak better English 
Ian Kenyans, banange, which is the kind of completely UIll1ec­
lSary side..w~gandan..'Lwili start .",,,pn.du,,;~a-~ M __ ~'~_A' u_ 
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uec finally returned OUR Internet 
U 

CC finally formally aIll10unced that 
the Internet, including social media, 
had been fully restored. A formal 
statement, official tone, serious font, 

trust us with statements, the colonisers 
did an amazing job. The aIll10uncement 
felt less as breaking news and more as a 
getting gist which already received and 
analysed because we were online the en­
tire time. Even funnier, the first person to 
casually hint that the internet was coming 
back was not the regulator. It was the CDF. 

In Uganda,power does not just reside 
in offices; it tweets. So by the time UCC 
arrived to "confirm," the country had al­
ready refreshed timelines,replied messag­
es, and rejoined arguments it had unfin­
ished business with. 

According to the decision-makers, so­
cial media looked like a threat and had a 
very specific list. Snapchat, for instance, 
never went anywhere. It stayed working 
peacefully, no VPN, no dranla. Which im­
mediately told us everything we need­
ed to knoW about the average age ofthe 
committee behind the shutdown. This is 
for certain because no Gen Z wo].lld ever 
forget Snapchat. This was clearly a team 
that believe interent is the luxury, but like 
I earlier said ,power is power. 

During this blackout, VPNs became na­
tional heroes. Not just tools but lifelines. 

. Uganda experienced its most productive 
VPN season since the invention of Con­
nect to Netherlands. We were between 
Paris , Washington and Berlin every 30 

minutes. People who still forward emails 
with "SentfromiPhone"suddenly became 
cybersecurity experts. Aunties were shar­
ing VPN links like classified documents. 

. Kampala shops added "VPN installation" 
next to screen guards and charging ports. 

Officially, social media was off. Ku 
ground everyone was still there. Batter-
ies drained faster. Bundles vanished mys­
teriously. Every five minutes you were re­
cOIll1ecting to Germany like you had rel­
atives there. VPNs are now being unin- -
stalled, thanked for their service, and sent 
into retirement.The delay now makes 
sense though. It felt like the internet was 
not switched back immediately because 
someone somewhere was still figuring 
out which button restores it. 


