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PLE Results 2025 

BY SYLIVIA KATUSHABE 

KAMPALA. The National Examina­
tion Board (Uneb) has registered a slight 
improvement in the performance for 
learners with special needs in the 2025 
Primary Leaving Examinations (PLE). 

Results shared by the Uneb Execu­
tive Director, Mr Dan Odongo, yester­
day;show that of the total 3,636 learners 
with special needs who were registered 
to sitfor the exams, 3, 170 passed. 

Mr Odongo said that 194 candidates 
passed in Division One, 1,761 in Division 
Two, 779 in Division Three, while 436 
were placed in Division Four. 

However,431 candidates were ungrad­
ed,and 35 did not turn up for the exam­
inations. 

Female candidates made up 48.3 per­
cent of the total number of learners, 
while males accounted for 51.7 percent. 

Special needs learners register slight improvement 
The special needs learners include 

the blind, deaf, physically impaired, and 
learners with dyslexia. 

He added that there was an increase 
in the number of special needs learn­
ers registered for the exams compared 
to the 2024 cycle. ' 

A total of 3,328 special needs learners 
sat the Primary Leaving Examinations 
in 2024,representing a 9.3 percent rise. 

The increase was attributed to im­
proved awareness efforts by Uneb and 
the Department of Special Needs under 
the Ministry of Education and Sports. 

The Minister of Education and Sports, 
Ms Janet Kataha Museveni, while releas­
ing the 2025 PLE results yesterday, at­
tributed the improvement to the right 
learning environment provided to 

learners with special needs. 
"I am pleased that our children with 

various forms of special education­
al needs have been in school and were 
able to sit for PLE. As can be seen from 
the statistics that Uneb has provided, 
when the right environment is provid­
ed, these children perform as well as 
those without disabilities," Ms Musev­
enisaid. 

She added: "Therefore, this shows 
that the government's policy on inclu­
sive and equitable education is bearing 
good fruit." 

However, the highest number of fail­
ures among learners with special needs 
came from those registered under the 
"others" category. 

According to Uneb, this category in-

cludes learners with health conditions 
such as asthma, epilepsy; and sickle cell 
anaemia. 

Out of the 1,361 learners in this cate­
gory who sat for the examinations, 284 
failed, accounting for the highest num­
ber of ungraded learners among candi­
dates with special needs. 

The programme officer at the Nation­
al Union of Disabled Persons ofUgan­
da (NUDIPU),Ms Diana Seera,said an in­
crease in the enrolment oflearners with 
special needs is a result of increased 
awareness. 

However, she stressed that the gap still 
remains in active participation, noting 
that as numbers increase, teachers don't 
have the capacity to handle since some 
of the learners join mainstream schools. 

"As we increase enrolment, the teach­
ers are not yet ready to support these 
learners. They have not yet received 
training on how to support learn­
ers with disabilities in mainstream 
schools,"Ms Seera said. 

She added that limited learning devic­
es remain a challenge in some schools 
where there are not enough compared 
to the number oflearners. 

"You may get to a school where they 
have 20 blind learners, but we have one 
braille machine that they are all shar­
ing.And unfortunately; in most of these 
schools, you find that the blind teach­
er is teaching the blind learner, and the 
blind teacher has no access to braille 
textbooks,"Ms Seera said. 
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Kampala-based schools 
appear to be struggling 
to adjust to the Ministry 
of Education's recent . 
shift to competen­
cy-based learning. 

BY JANENAFULA&. 
ARTHUR ARNOLD WADERO 

T
he glory days of schools in the cap­
ital, Kampala, dominating the Pri­
mary Leaving Examination perfor­
mances appear to be coming to an 

end. 
Despite collectively registering a slight 

improvement, Kampala-based schools 
just managed 59 Aggregate 4S in the lat­
est cycle ofPLE results that were released 
yesterday. 

Mukono~ Wakiso set the 
pace with Aggregate 4S 
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learning to solve problems in the com­
munity.This is the direction we are head­
ing, to ensure learners are prepared for 
the competency-based curriculum at 
the Uganda Certificate of Education lev­
el, "she said. 

She urged teachers to adjust their 
teaching methods to meet the new de­
mands, adding that the Ministry of Ed­
ucation is implementing teacher capac­
ity-building interventions under the Na­
tional Teacher Policy 2019. 

However, State minister for Primary 
Education Joyce Moriku Kaduchu at­
tributed weaker performance in some 
Kampala schools to low teacher commit­
ment compared to rural areas. 

"We are not under-marking Kampa­
la schools. Rural schools are improving, 
and many teachers there are becom­
ing more committed and determined 
to prove that success is not confined to 
Kampala,"Ms Kaduchu explained. 

Meanwhile, Uneb spokesperson Jen­
nifer Kalule Musamba cautioned par­
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