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Mukono, Wakiso set the

Kampala-based schools
appear to be struggling
to adjust to the Ministry
of Education’s recent
shift to competen-
cy-based learning.

BYJANENAFULA& .
ARTHURARNOLDWADERO

he glory days of schools in the cap-
ital, Kampala, dominating the Pri-- :

mary Leaving Examination perfor-
mances appear to be coming to an
end.

Despite collectively registering a slight

improvement, Kampala-based schools
Jjust managed 59 Aggregate 4s in the lat-

est cycle of PLE results that were released
yesterday. :

To put fhe figure into context, the tal-
ly was just three more than what a sin-- ;
gle school in neighbouring Mukono Dis-

trict—Seeta Junior School—managed.

With inargiably some of the most ex- :
bills,Kampala-based
schools appear to be struggling to ad-
Jjust to the Ministry of Education’s recent 1 £

Learners of St Philomena Junior School, Kasangati celebrate after receiving their anary Leavmg Examination (PLE)
results. All 42 candidates from the school passed in First and Second grade. PHOTO/SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA

pensive school f¢

shift to competency-based learning.

Consequently; the collective tally of 61 :
Aggregate 4s that schools in the capital

mustered between themselves paled in
comparison to Mukono District’s 85 Ag-

gregate 4s,67 of which were from itsmu- :

nicipality. Elsewhere, Wakiso managed

74 Aggregate 4s.
The three districts were the best per-

forming, with statistics released by the :

Uganda National Examinations Board
(Uneb) showing that they registered

improvements in the 2025 PLE perfor- :

mance compared tolast year.

The Uneb score distribution shows that
in Kampala City, 8,340 candidates out of
31,759 who sat the 2025 PLE passed in :
Division One, representing 26.5 percent. :
Of these, 4,249 were boys while 4,091 :

were girls.
A total of 17,038 candidates (54.1 per-

cent) passed in Division Two,including :
7,895 boys and 9,143 girls, while 3,399 :
candidates passed in Division Three.The
rest either obtained Division Four, were :
ungraded, or did not sit the examina-

tions.

This marks a slight improvement from
2024, when 8,310 out of 31,814 candi- :
dates (26 percent) in Kampala passed :

in Division One. However, the number :

of candidates in Division Two declined

from 17,436 in 2024 to 17,038 in 2025.
In Mukono District, performance al-

didates who sat the examinations, 2,725 :
. passed in Division One, while 8,619 ob- :
: tained Division Two. The district had :
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2,385 of 7,427 candidates passed in Divi-
sion One.

Mukono Municipality registered a :
stronger performance, with 2,543 out

: learning to solve problems in the com-
: munity Thisis the direction we are head-

ing, to ensure learners are prepared for
the competency-based curriculum at

: the Uganda Certificate of Education lev-
i el ”shesaid.

She urged teachers to adjust their

: teaching methods to meet the new de-

mands, adding that the Ministry of Ed-
ucation is implementing teacher capac-
ity-building interventions under the Na-
tional Teacher Policy 2019.

However, State minister for Primary
Education Joyce Moriku Kaduchu at-
tributed weaker performance in some
Kampala schools tolow teacher commit-
ment compared torural areas.

“We are not under-marking Kampa-
1a schools. Rural schools are improving,
and many teachers there are becom-
ing more committed and determined

% to prove that success is not confined to

. of 7,831 candidates passing in Division :
. One,representing 32.7 percent.Of these, :
: 1,379 were boys,and 1,174 were girls.In :
¢ addition, 4,015 candidates passed in Di- :
¢ vision Two, while 700 obtained Division
: Wakiso District also posted improved :
¢ results.Of the 41,659 candidates whosat
- thePLE,9,033 passed in Division One,in-
¢ cluding 4,705 boys and 4,328 girls. A to- !
: tal of 22,612 candidates passed in Divi- :
: sion Two,of whom 10,464 wereboysand :
i 12,148 weregirls. :
. Speaking duringtherelease of the 2025 :
: PLE results at Nakasero State Lodge yes-
: terday, the First Lady and Minister of Ed- :
| ucation and Sports,Ms Janet Kataha Mu- !
: seveni, encouraged learners who may :
¢ not immediately transition to O-Level :
: orvocational training to repeat Primary !
i Seven in order to attain the Primary Ed- :
¢ ucation Cycle Certificate.
i “Thisis evidence of the attainment of :
. basic competencies and should not be :
: viewed as failure,”she said. ;
i Ms Museveni noted that Uneb contin- !
: ued to assess mastery of knowledge and :
¢ skills,in line with the competency-based
¢ learning approach adopted by the edu- :
¢ cation sector.

“The examination emphasised knowl-

Kampala,”Ms Kaduchu explained.
Meanwhile, Uneb spokesperson Jen-
nifer Kalule Musamba cautioned par-

¢ ents and school administrators against

placing undue pressure on learners, say-
ing PLE results should not be treated as a

. life-or-death outcome.

“PLE grades are graded at difierent lev-

A : els.Divisions One, Two, Three,and Four
. can all lead learners to the next stage.
¢ Only ungraded candidates are adv1sed
. torepeat,’shesaid.

Mr Fagil Mandy, an educationist, told

Saturday Monitorthat the performance
of Kampala-based schools remains -

wantingbecause most ofthem are hard-
lyinspected. -

“The inspectors don’t go to see wheth-
er the minimum standards are being

. maintained. They don’t go to see wheth-

er the teachers are teaching or not,”Mr
Mandy said.

The educationist also observed that
there is little follow up on teachers' at-
tendance in schools. To compound mat-
ters,he add, there is also excessive coach-

. inginthe capital.

“A lot of schools in urban areas have

- dropped co-curricular activities and yet

those normally enhance the learners’
ability”he said.“A lot of children are giv-
enalot of homework but it doesnot help
initself[...] A lot of schools are making
children repeat classes because they
want to get the super grades. So they

¢ make the children repeat and repeat.”

About the way forward, Mr Mandy said
thus: “Let us inspect schools throughout

: thecountry”

Headded:“Inspect theteacherstoseeif
they are doing their work.If they are hav-
ing problems,then we shall help them.”

MrMandy also recommends that there

: should be“introduction of the co-curric-
© ulr activities to excite the mmd of the
edge, understanding, and application of

leamers

“h




