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INS~.J1E~ :NEW PRIMARY CURRIGULlIM 
, I sion of two 

mar subjects and 
gr ctical asse~sments 
will prepare learners 
for the lower 
'secondary curriculum, 
~artin Kitubi writes. 

After 43 years Df , grading 
learners according'toaggregate 
scores in the Primary Leaving 
ExaminatiDns (PLE),. the 
GDvernment has stepped up 
effDrts to. phase DUt the system 
frDm Uganda's educatiDn 
framewDrk 

The aggregate ' gradiTIg 
system, which critics have 
lDng described as unfair and 
Dverly restrictive: is expected 
to. be scrapped within the next 
three years and replaced with 
a letter-grade assessment, 
similar to. what is currently 
used at the lDwer secondary 
SchDDllevel. 

The . propDsed changes are 
anchDred in a new primary 
SChD'Dl ,syllabus thrDugh 
which the GDvernment 
plans to. roll DUt a revamped 
cDmpetence-based curriculum, 
replacing the current thematic 
curriculum, 

• AccDrding to a draft 
curriculum framewDrk 
develo.ped by the Natio.nal 
Curriculum DevelDpment 
Centre (NCDC), the new 
apprDach will place greater 
emphasis Dn practical learning 
at the primary level, while the 
number Df examinable subjects 
will increase frDm fDur to. six. 

In additiDn to. integrated 
science, mathematics, English 
and sDcial studies (SST), 
religiDus educatiDn and 
Kiswahili will be intrDduced 
as stand-alDne examinable 
subjects. Fo.r decades, religio.us 
educatiDn has been taught as 
part Df SST .. 

, The draft funher indicates 
that the refDrms will alSo. alter 
time allDcatiDn acrDss subjects, 
strengthen· practical skills 
develo.pment, and prDvide 
m'Dre roDm fDr remediatiDn. 
Other expected changes 
include alternative curricular 
pathways, new pedagDgical 
apprDaches, revised 
assessment, metho.ds and 
adjustments to. implementatio.n 
structures. 

FIRST LADY EXPLAINS 
While releasing the 2025 
PLE results at State HDuse 
NakaserD in Kampala o.n 
Friday, the First Lady and 
Minister Df EducatiDn and 
SPDrts, Mrs Janet Museveni, 
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REACTIONS 
Emmaunuel Mwima. a mathematics 
teacher at Mbuya Parents Scbool in 
Kampala, welcomed the review of the 
curriculum. 

"The Government sbould bave 
conducted this review a long time ago. 
This current curriculum is outdated. With 
tbls fast-moving world, we sbould bave 
a eurriculum that speaks to the current 
cballenges. This is the way to go," be said. 

Didas Orikiriza, the executive directpr 
of the National Private Education 
Institutions Association, also welcomed 
the review of the primary curriculum, but 
called for training teacbers first before it 
is rolled out. 

"Tbe thematic curriculum was actually a 
competency-based curriculum. However, 
along the way, the Government failed to 
implement it. I bope this time around, 
the new curriculum will be funded and 
implemented better," be said. 

, The First Lady a.nd Minister of Ed~catlon and Sports, Mrs Janet Musevenl, receives the 2025 
PLE results from the executive director of UNEB, Dan Odongo (left), and UNEB chairperson Prof. 
Celestino Obua during the release at State House Nakasero In Kampala on Friday 

Orikiriza indicated that a new 
curriculum at primary is important to 
offer a smooth transition of learners 
from primary to secondary and bigher 
education. 

UNEB chairperson Prof. 
' 'celestino Obua 

assured the CDuntry that the 
GDvernment is undertaking 
curricula reviews to. improve 
educatiDn. 

She said the ministry had 
embarked Dn reviewing the 
primary SChDDI curriculum to. 
align it with the revised lDwer 
secDndary curriculum, whDse 
first cDhDrt will write their 
SeniDr Six final exams this 
year. 

"This will also. be an 
DPPDrtunity fDr a review Df 
the way learning in primary 
educatiDn is mDnitDred and 
assessed,» Mrs Museveni said 
Dn Friday. , 

She referred ' to. the 2025 
PLE, which emphasised 
cDmpetences, as the best 
approach because it tests 
nDt just knDwledge, but 
understanding and applicatiDn 
Df facts alike. 

The minister said this is 
the directiDn the country is 
taking primarily, to. ensure 
that the . learners at this 
level are equipped to. adapt 
to. the requirements Df the 
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cDmpetency-based curriculum 
at Uganda Certificate Df / 
EducatiDn (UCE). 

BACKGROUND : i 
The grading of candidates doi/\gthe Primary 
Leaving Examinations accor4i~jI to aggregates was 
introduced to Uganda around ...,83, after a reform 
that replaced the grading accq,ding to marks. 

Mrs Museveni asked teachers 
to. adjust their teaching 
methDds to. fit the, .new realities 
Df competency-baSed teaching 
and assessment 

PrDf. Celestino. Obua, the 
chairpersDn Df Uganda 
NatiDnal ExaminatiDns BDard 
(UNEB), said the change Df 
curriculum, as well as grading, 
is timely. Obua saj.d it will 
curb examinatiDn m~lpractice, 
which he blamed! Dn the 
pressure fDr candidates to. pass 
with aggregate fDur . . 

"This [aggregate 4], 
apparently is the gDld 
standard by which parents 
rank schools. Yo.U will recall, 
Mama [Mrs Museveni], that in 
2021, the bDard presented to. 
yo.U a prDpDsal to. change the 
repDrting Df the results Df PLE 
to. get rid Df the aggregates,» he 
said. . 

"Y DU suppDrt~d this proPo.sal 
but Dbserved, cDrrectly, . that 
with COVID-19 ravaging' the 
CDuntry, it was nDt a gDo.dctime 
to. ado.Pt and implement the 
proPo.sal. I nDW pray that YDU 
allDw the bDard to. reintro.duce 
this proPo.sal fo.r pDssible 
approval and implementatiDn. » 

PRACTICALS, ASSESSMENT 
As part Df the., practical 
assessment, languages such as 
English and Kiswahili will have 
both Dral and written mDdes Df 
assessment, while ~ integrated 
science will have practicals fDr 
all its tDpics. ; 

The Dther subje~, including 

Before the grading. according'lto aggregates, 
candidates would only sit. for three subjects at the 
finals, each marked out of 100;~nd a score of 300 
was the top mark. : -; 

During the early 1970s, the :th~e subjects were 
English, mathematics and civic education, whereby 
the latter comprised history, geo'grjiphy and science. 

The total marks a student scot~ i5lso represented 
a grade, and there were just thre, of them - first,. 
second and third, while the rest 'ytere failures. 

Candidates in the first grade w~re those who 
scored 210 marks and above; while those in second 
grade scored between 196 and 2~. The third-grade 
candidates scored 185 to 195, while the others were 
just failures. ' 

This system, a replica of the colonial system, was 
intended to select the best candidates who would 
then progress to secondary school. , 

The three subjects were maintained, but later, civic 
educiiti,on was replaced with science. 
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SST, will have projects fDr 
learners to. undertake while in 
SChDo.l. 
,New Vision has learnt that 

the GDvernment is designing a 
curriculum where PLE will be 
marked DUt Df BOO/o, while the 
200/0 will be generated thrDUgh 
continuDus assessment, right 
frDm Primary One to Primary 
Seven. 

SDurceS said the reviewing Df 
the primary SChDDI curriculum 
will be a funded prio.rity under 
the educatiDn sectDr budget 
in the next financial year 
(2026/2027). 

NCDC has concluded 
the evaluatiDn studies fDr 

the revised curriculum. In 
additiDn, NCDC has develDped 
a draft curriculum framewDrk, 
which has since been validated 
by its gDverning council and is 
expected to. be tabled befo.re 
the educatio.n ministry's tDP 

. management, headed by Mrs 
, Museveni. 

A curriculum framewDrk 
serves as a guiding document 
fo.r , designing learning 
programmes, subject 
stateplents, teaching schemes 
,and assessment .strategies. 
', We framewDrk is alSo. 
used at the technical level by ' 
ihstitutiDns such as UNEB and 
the !DirectDrate Df EducatiDn 
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Standards, the inspectDrate 
arm Df the ministry, to. guide 
their wDrk. 

After NCDC has develo.ped 
the sco.pe and sequence Df 
the new curriculum, sDurces 
said the GDvernment will rDll 
DUt the new IDwer primary 
curriculum first, befDre 
intrDducing changes at the 
upper primary level. 

Accorqrng to. the curriculum 
menu enshrined in the draft 
curriculum framewDrk, each Df 
the IDwer and upper primary 
SChDDI levels Will have 10 
subjects. 

The lDwer primary SChoDI, 
which CDvers Primary One to. 
Primary Three, will have the 
English language, literacy in 
a IDcal language, mathematics, 
livelihDo.d educatiDn, religiDus 
educatiDn, with Christian 
religiDus educatiDn and 
Islamic religiDus educatiDn for 
Muslims. 

It will alSo. have perfDrming 
arts, art and technDIDgy, 
physical educatiDn and 
Kiswahili. 

FDr the upper primary , 
sectiDn (Primary FDur to. 
Primary Seven), the subjects 
will include English language, 
mathematics, integrated 
science, sDcial studies, religiDus 
educatiDn, perfDrming arts, 
art and technDIDgy. physical 
educatiDn, Kiswahili, IDcal 
languages and Ugandan sign . 
language. 

HDwever, Dnly six subjects 
are expected to be examinable 
at PLE, while the rest will Dnly 
be examined at the SchDDllevel 
under cDntinuDus assessment. 


