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Kihirige chases India Tour glory 
Hom·ongous. An African pro golfer, especially a Ugandan,joining a Tour on another continent is never I 
easy. A majority from the Uganda Professional Golfers Association (UPGA) pursue slots close by~ 

BY DARREN A. KYEYUNE 

A80UT ~-=rl ... _:"""_· _ " 
FuU Name: Professional Golf 
Tour oftndia 

an Tour is a proud moment forme, 
my family, and everyone who has 
supported my journey." 

Kibirige and Zambian Sydney 
Wemba are the only Afri~an play­
ers, among the top 47 players who 
qualified from that~t 

"The qualification process was 
tough and very competitive. It re­
quired consistent performance, 

-""-"",.,.,_________ i mental discipline, and prepara- , 

Started: 2006 
L d 

i tion,~ stated Kibirige, who had in : 
........ '-"'"-'''''-L.!-=-'---'-'=-'-=---__ great part, had to thank Equity ; 

....",""'-"''--"-''''-'-''''''''-' ........ .>!!..!.!~='-'='-'-'''- j Bank for support . 

.........,~-Wt<...,...>4>.......,"--_~__ , "It has taken a lot of planning, i 
! sacrifice, and support from Equity : 

Open . . llank,well-wishers, and personal . 
",.,..C><.U._________ savings. Managing costs like flights, 
Oates: Feb 3-6 , accommodation, food, and prac-
Venue: Fairwa Golf & tice requires discipline and budg-
lake Resort. New Raipur. eti:ilg, but the opportunity to com- i 

pete at this level makes it worth it. 
""C.!..!h....,ha""tt.",i""s..,garh""-.!.!'---_-----,----'- '. I had to play in qualifying events . 
.... Priz.!..·~e...!JM..,o~nel.!'-~y:-~ • ..!:15~m!.!.!...!l.!.!n:!:!d!!!ian!!_'_ _ _ ! and perform under pressure 
Rupees (Shs588.3m) againststronginternationalfields.~ 

Being a professional / 
golfer from Africa 
requires patien~e . 
perhaps, most _ _ _ 

By joining the PGTI which is 
'headed by formel'·India nation­
al cricket team captain Kapil Dev, 
Kibirige is focused on a career leap. 

An African pro golfer, espec,ial- i 

importl!lltly strategy. ""'.-:iIi-~-~i;:i:=";;-=;;::;::;;:;-::;-.::~~. 
Marviri IWllrige is hop-

. ing it all works out perfectly. ly a Ugandan,joining a Tour on 
In recent days .. the play~r bred another continent is never easy. A . 

at the. Mary LoUISe Memorial Golf ; majority from the Uganda Profes­
Clu~. m .Namulonge, became the . sional Golfers Association (UPGA) 
first mdigenous Ugandan male, to pursue slots at the Magical Ken­
e~er secure a card o~ the Profes- ! ya Open, a DP World Tour event, . 
slOnal Golf Tour ofIildia(PGTI). i individual Open tournaments 

The 22-year-old -succeeded after ; and then the Sunshine Tour in 
he tied in ninth place on the final : Southern Africa However. Kibi­
stageofthe~QualifyingSchool rige, who did a lot oftr.un­
at th~ Kensville Golf and Country . ing in South Africa, opted 
Clubm~edabad. i otherwise. "The idea came 
~tfe;~ ~~dJ.ble an? very h~- two years back when I start­

bling, Kibmge ~ld,,~ p~per Via ed looking at global oppor­
p~one ~om India. This IS some- . tunities beyond Africa I fol­
thing. I ve worked tow~ds for a' lowed the Indian Tour closely 
long ~e, so finally getting theo~ and noticed the high level of com­
portumty to compete on theIndi- petition and exposure it offers;he 

said. "The Sunshine Tour is a 
great pathway, but I want-
ed to explore a differ-
ent route that could 
offer more playing I 
opportunities and 
international ex-
posure. The In­
dian Tour 
has a strong 
schedule 
and com­
petitive 
fields . 
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Local 

Full Name: Marvin Kibirige 
Nickname: Max 
Date ofblrth: Dec 13, 2002 
Started golf: 2007 
Home club: Mary Louil?e Me­
morial Golf Club, Namulonge 
Tumeci pro: 2022 
WelJ&ht: 158 pounds 
Y&rdage: 310 
Current phone: iPhone 12 
Favourite Colour: Blue 
Favourite Course: Mary Louise 
Me_morial Golf Club, Namulonge 
Fa~ourlte Golfer: Tommy 
Fleetwood 
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B:~:::::o:::theme i Children's League lights up Wailkulukuku stadiuni 
"PlaymgtoBeChamplOns,"theone-day i • • 

tournament featured age categories l and Under-17 categones. CfK clanned 
from Under-S to Under-17 and attract- : the. Under-9 and l!nder-1$ crowns, ; 
ed hundreds of young players, parents while Namugongo lifted the Under-11 
and coaches from Edgars'various train- trophy. Several finals wer,e closely con­
in,g centres. For many of the children, it tested. The Under-9 deClder sav: G,TK 
w.as a rnre opportunity to play compet- edge Namugon~o 2-0 onp~nalties ~ 
itive football in a full stadium setting, ter a 1-1 draw m normal time, w~e 
while families filled the stands to cheer Old Kampala produced a.commanding 
them on. performance t? beat Naniugongo 3-0 
'reams from Namugongo, Christ mtheUnder-17 final. . 

theiGng High School B\'J'eya (CTK), St National attention 
. Marcelino and Old Kampala took turns . . ' . -' 

on the pitci1,each eager to defend titles-.. . The tourn~ent als? attractea na­
or make a statement. The atmosphere • tlOna±·attentIOn. Men ~ youth teams 
was lively from early mornrng, with . head coach Lary.ea King~one was 
chants and applause accompanying amo~g the ob.~ervers, m~g across 
every goal,save and tackle. ~e different pItches to morutor the ac-

Despite the young ages involved, thetI?n . .. 

.;, . . ~ 
competition was.intense and well or- . I feel gO?d.to see such all arrange­
ganised.Matches were played With dis- ment. ThIS IS the v:ay to go. ~s I 
cipline and enthusiasm, reflecting the moved around the pItches, I noticed 
Edgars Youth Programme's core values a lot .of zeal and hunger for great­
of Care, Love, Order, Best of ability and ness ill ~e play~rs. ~A~ove all, th~y 
Time (CWBT)' played With paSSIOn, Kingstone SaId. 

Stand up. Young players from Old Kampala celebrate after winning the 
Under-17 title during the Edgars Youth Programme Children's League at Mu­
teesa II Stadium, Wankulukuku, on Saturday. PHOTO/GEORGE KATONGOLE 

Old Kampal~ emerged as the most He a~~ed that afewplay~ had shown and team leader Edgar Watson Suubi 
successful side of the day, winning four qualiti~S that coul~ be unportant for : said the Children's L~ague was about 
titles in the Under-S Under-7 Under-13 the national teams ill the future. i developing more than just football 

" Edgars Youth Programme founder skills. 

-_. - ------ ._------------ -----

"At Edgars Youth Programme, we do 
. not only compete for championships. 

We introduce many aspects of life to 
! these boys and girls through football. 

We thank the parents for their sup­
port and we pledge to continue identi­
fying and nurturing talent,~ Suubi said .. 
..Individual excellence was also recog­
nised. Kian Arthur finished as the Un­
der-9 top scorer, while Austin Dchom 
was named best goalkeeper in1he Un- -<-.­
der-13 category 

"I feel. veryhappyto get this.award be­
cause scoring-goals 1swhat I kNemost. I 
want to keep scoring and become a big 
footballer in the future,~ Arthur said. 
Ochom credIted hard work 

and preparation for his suc­
cess, sayin-g the tournam.ent test­
ed both him and his -teammates. 

CHAMPIONS OF THE DAY 
U5: Old Kampala 
U7; Old Kampala 

U9: Christ the King, Bweya 

un: Namugongo 

U13: Old Kampala 
U15: Christ the King, Bweya 

U17: Old. Kampala -


