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More kidney 
transplants 
atMUiago ·, 
Mulago Hospital is cor]~ 
ducting the fifth 'edition 
of kidneY transplants . 
and eight pairs are ex­
pected to be operated. 
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M
edical experts at Mulago Na­
tional Referral Hospital have 
started conducting new kid­
ney transplants to save patients 

with kidney failure. ' 
Dr Rosemary Byanyima, the h9Spital 

executive director, confirmed the de-­
velopm¢nt to Daily Monitor yesterdliy 
evenin~ and said they would provide 
more information later. 

"We are working, but we are going to 
invite the press on day four because we 
are working almo . e for two weeks, 
so we don't want to disrupt people 
when they are worltiog,Dshe said. 
' Mr Emmanuel Ainebyoona, the 
spokesperson of the Ministry of Health, 
said: "The 5th edition of kidney trans­
plants"in Mulago Hospital started yes­
. terday,and that eight pairs are expected 
to be worked on." 

Mulago Hospital conducted the fust 
kidney transplant in December 2023, 
along with a team of medical experts 
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from India. This successful surgery in­
volved getting a healthy kidney from 
a donor and transplanting it into a 
24-year-old man whose kidneys no 
longer functioned. 

After completing the third.edition of 
the transplants in July 2025, Prof Frank 
Asiimwe, the transplant surgeon, said 
they were aiming to make organ trans­
plantation a habit at Mulago Hospital. 

"When something happens for the 
first time, one could say it was an ac­
'cidenLor a fluke; that was Decem­
ber 2023,~ he said. "The second time 
(in 2024), onemay think it was a coin­
cidence. But when it happens for the 
third time (in July 2025), it has become 
a habit." 

The July 2025 surgeries brought the 
total number of patients who have ben-

Habit. 
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Doctors check on a kidney donor at Mulago National Referral Hospital on 
November 22,2024. PHOTO/ISAAC KASAMANI 

BACKGROUND 

In July 2025, Mulago National 
Referral Hospital's medical ex­
perts collaborated with aoctors 
'from Kidney Care in the United 
Kingdom to perform four ad­
ditional kidney transplants in 
Uganda. 
The new surgeries brought the 
total number of patients who 
had benefited from the free 
transplants at Mulago to nine, 
since the maiden transplant was 
done in December 2023. 
It is estimated that the govern­
ment spends around Shs40m to 
do each transplant. 

efited from the free transplants at Mu­
lago to nine, since the maiden trans­
plant. It is estimated that the govern­
ment spends around Shs40m to do 
each transplant. 

Dr Peace Bagasha, a kidney specialist 
at the facility, explained how they select 
beneficiaries. 

"For one to be eligible for transplants, 
they should be a dialysis patient. So fur, 
we have over 400 patients on dialysis in 
Uganda, making them potentially el­
igible patients for transplant," she ex­
plainedlastyear. 

"Patients with terminal kidney dis­
ease also become eligible for transplant. 
Our 16-year-old had serious malaria, 
and this is one of the causes of kidney 
failure,"she added. 

Besides the requirement that the pa­
tient's donor must be a close relative, 
Prof Asiimwe also indicated that they 
assess the patient's ability to continue 
buying the medicines that they should 
take after the transplants. He said it 
costs around Shs1.5m per month. 

The organs should be donated free of 
charge (no buying or selling of organs), 
and the donors should. not be coerced, 
according to the provisions in the Ugan- -
da Human Organ Donation and Trans-
plant Act. . 
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BY BUSEIN SAMILU 

KAMPALA: The Board of Uganda Air­
lines has decided to advertise the po­
sition of chief executive officer (CEO) 
nearly four years after Ms Jennifer 
BamutUrald took the reins. 

Ms Bamuturaki,j:he current CEO, yes­
terday annoUnced that she will be step­
ping down and urged her colleagues to 
keep their eyes peeled for the advert 
and apply if they qualify. 

In an internal email that leaked last 
evening, she wrote: "The Board will ad­
vertise the position of chief executive 
officer shortly, and you are all encour­
aged to apply if you meet the required 
qualifications. The job description and 
application form will be published on 
the website." 

Her departure will mark the end of al­
m ost four years at the helm of the na­
tional carrier. She was appointed CEO 
in July 2022, replacing Mr Cornel Mu- · 
leya, who had been shown the door ear­
lier that year. , 

This development comes hot on the 
heels of a probe launched barely a 
month ago by the criminal investiga­
tions directorate (CID), working jointly 
with the State House Anti-CoIDlption 
Unit,into the airline's operations. 

In a January 7 letter addressed to Ms 
Bamuturaki, CID and SHACU request­
ed extensive financial and procure-

Bamuturaki leaves loss-making Uganda Airlines 

Jennifer Bamuturaki 

ment records, citing alleged abuse of of­
fice, embezzlement, and false account­
ing linked to the airline's transactions. 
Investigators are seeking board-ap­
proved business plans, budgets for the 
2024/2025 Financial Year, contracts re­
lated to Boeing aircraft acquisition, and 
procurement files covering key suppli­
ers such as fuel, ground handling, travel, 
and aircraft leasing services. 

Ther.letter, signedi>~~ Red tumalru 

on behalf of the CID deputy director of 
economic fraud and anti-corruption,al­
so demanded detailed banking records, 
ticketing accounts, expenditure reports, 
and a list of companies involved in sup­
p'orting the London route, one of the 
airline'~ most high-profile and capi­
tal-intensive ventures. 

Since its revival in 2019, the State­
owned carrier has leaned heavily on 
government support to bankroll fleet 
expansion, route launches, and opera­
tional costs. 

In December last year, the Ministry of 
Works received Shs696.5b, part of the 
Shs1.6t Schedule Three of the ShsB.1t 
Supplementary Budget, to purchase 
new aircraft and beefup the fleet. 

In August 2022, Members of Par­
liament on the Committee on 
Commissions Statutory and State 
Enterprises (Cosa-se), had found 
out that the Chief Executive Offi­
cerofU-gandaAir~ines, Ms Jenni­
fer Bamuturaki, did not have the 
~quisite requirements as per the 
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Long-tenn investment 
onIcials have consistently defended 

the airline as a long-term investment in 
tourism,trade,andconnectivity.Yetcrit­
ics argue that persistent loss~s, govern­
ance gaps, and opaque procurement 
processes have left the airline skating 
on thin ice. 

The latest Auditor General's report re­
vealed early signs of financial stabili­
sation in the 2024/2025 Financial Year, 
with a slight reduction in losses and 
growth in revenue. Uganda Airlines 
trimmed its net loss from Shs231.5Bb in 
2023/2024 to Shs230.B1b in 2024/2025, 
a modest Shs76Bm (0.33 percent) im­
provement. 

The report noted that this small step 
forward was largely driven by a 19.2 

job description. 
The Committee found out that Ms 
Bamuturaki did not have post-gra­
duate training in administration 
as prescribed in the job require­
ments. 

In her defence, Ms Bamuturaki 
argued that she had the required 
skills and experience to run the 
national career. 

percent revenue growth, thanks to ex­
panded routes and increased interna­
tional presence, including long-haul 
services such as the London route. 

Despite these baby steps, the govern­
ment has poured close to Shslt into the 
airline since its revival, and mounting 
losses remain the elephant in the roOm. 
'Ms Bamuturaki herself admitted'last 

year that it would take at least anoth­
er four years before the airline could 
break even and turn a profit. 

Bombardier spare parts contro­
versy 

Ms Bamuturaki, firmlj refuted claims 
that its aircraft lack spare parts, affirm­
ing that spare parts are readily availa­
ble despite global shortages, and clar­
ified that despite Bombadier's sale, 
Uganda Airlines has access to multiple 
sources for spare parts, although global 
demand makes procurement challeng­
ing and time-consuming. 

Ms Bamuturaki announced that by 
August Uganda Airlines is set to ac­
quire three more planes and launch 
five more routes to Cape Town in South 
Africa,Accra in Ghana,Jordan in Oman, 
Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, and Gwangju 
in SOUt.l:l Korea, calling on Ugandans to 
support the nati()l~al-airlines, -
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