The President appeals
to communities to
support wetland resto-
ration efforts and em-
brace alternative liveli-

_hood practices that do
—not degrade wetlands.

BY TONNY ABET

" These remarks and the launch were

made during the World Wetlands Day
celebrations at National Forestry Athor-
ity (NFA) head offices in Bugoloobi, |
Kampala under the theme,“Wetlands

resident Museveni yesterday
launched the National Wetlands

Strategic Plan 2026-2036, setting ~ &

anational target to increase the
coverage of intact wetland coverage
from 9.3 percent to 11 percent in the = J

next decade.

‘Mr Museveni, represented by the
Prime Minister Robinah Nabbanja,
~called for the wise and sustainable use

of wetlands, urging Ugandans to draw
on traditional knowledge that once ef-
fectively protected these ecosystems

long before modern laws existed.

and traditional knowledge: celebrating
cultural heritage”

“Uganda is endowed with an exten-
sive network of wetlands, which are vi-

tal for our survival. These ecosystems
are important for rain formation, wa-  #
ter purification, and act as habitats for
“a wide range of wildlife such as birds,

—fish, plants,and amphﬂnans ”the Pres-
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Museveni launches new
plan to restore wetlands

*  Strategic Plan to guide all conservation

. Prime Minister Robinah Nabbanja together (left) wﬂ:ﬂ Beatrice Anywar, State Minister for Environment (in yellow),
. and other officials inspect different stalls at the National Forestry Authority headquarters yesterday during the World
' Wetlands Day Celebrations. PHOTO/STEPHEN OTAGE

“In the absence of wetlands, key sec-
- tors like agriculture, fisheries, tour-
- ism, the craft industry, and hydro-pow-
- er generation would be negatively im-
- pacted.For generations, wetlands have
. shaped our people's customs, beliefs,
- and ways of life,”he added.
- The President further observed that -
. across Uganda, wetlands have been pro-
* tected as sacred sites and cultural land-
. scapes.“Over the years, cultural norms
- and taboos have regulated access and
- prevented the overuse of these ecosys-
tems.Itis evident that long beforemod-
ern environmental laws, our leaders -

understood and practised the principle

~ ofwiseuse hesaid.
. He explained that in many parts of -
U@nda,papymshaskmgbmusedﬁx

_' while many communities continueto

- hold mats, and for royal ceremonies,

. rely on wetlands for traditional medici-
nal purposes.

T *As Uganda moves wwards moderm-

- ty, we must ensure that development
 does not erase this wisdom, but rather
- uphold it. Uganda remains committed
. to conservation, sustainable use, and °

managamentofwetlands’headded,
“The President appealed to communi-

- ties to support wetland restoration ef- -

ﬁ)rts and embmcealternatlve lweh-

. efforts”

Information from the Ministry of Wa-
ter and Environment indicates that
the main objective of the plan is to“in-
crease national intact wetland coverage
from 9.3 percent to 11.0 percent and
sustainably manage wetlands for en-
hanced ecosystem services, climate re-

* silience,and community livelihoods.”

Data from the Ministry indicates that
although the wetland coverage was
15.6 percent in 1994, the intact pro-

- portion (not degraded) has greatly de-
- clined to 9.3 percent as of 2022.But the
- overall wetland coverage, including

those that are degraded, is now at 13.9
percent.

“Role ofwetlands

As justification for the new plan, the
Ministry states that despite the known
significant role wetlands play and tan-
gible socio-economic benefits, the

- country is struggling to protect them.

Mr David Okurut, the commissioner
for wetlands management in the Minis-
try; said wetlands contribute $1b to the

; economy every year. He said socio-eco-
. nomically wetlands sustain agriculture,

fisheries, raw materials, and trade, sup-

j porting over 80 percent of Uganda's

population eitherdirectly orindirectly.
The Ministry states that ecological-
Iy, wetlands regulate water flows, re-
charge groundwater, mitigate floods
and droughts,and "store significant car-
bon-peatlands” alone store an estimat-
ed 192 megatons of carbon. This carbon

- sequestering is essential in mitigating
. climate change.

“Despite these benefits, wetlands con-

. tinue to be undervalued and degraded.

Weak enforcement, fragmented man-

' dates, inadequate data on economic

values, limited community incentives,

- and insufficient financing have acceler-

ated wetland loss," the Ministry states.
“At the same time, growing opportu-
nities-such as climate finance, legal re-
forms, political commitment, and inte-
gration of wetlands into national plan-
ning frameworks- create a strong case
for renewed and strategic investment.”

Mr Museveni, on his part, appealed

. to Ugandans to reflect on their actions
- and make a positive contribution to-
- “Indigenous practices,such as season-
- al and restricted access to wetlands,
protection of the fish breeding areas,
. et cetera, have ensured the wiseuse of -
social cohesion,”he said.

wards wetland conservation. °

- “Protecting these wetlands not only
- means protecting the ecosystems but

also our cultural heritage, identity,and

“Let us take collective responsibility to
raise awareness, restore degraded wet-
lands, promote sustainable land use
practices, and adopt proper waste dis-
posal practices’headded.

Degradation of wetlands in Uganda is
driven by many factors, with some, es-

. pecially in urban areas and for major
. projects, people get permits from the
- government to alter (degrade) wetlands
ﬁmgdnnnnmiﬁ&ﬂfvingnwvvet-”
-~ landsto engage in fish farming at the
- edges of the wetlands,” he said. “This
commitment has been expressed
through the restoration programs, en- -
- hanced enforcement, and the commu-
ity engagement efforts, and the devel-
opment of the National Wetland Sector

as they do construction and other pro-

jects.

Butmmany rumlcom:mxmhs , peo-

ple are also degrading wetlands with- - ‘

out first getting these permits. Many
people have degraded wetlands for rice
and vegetable farming, brick and sand
mining, settlement, and over harvest-
ing of wetland resources like papyrus
for craft,among others.
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