
BY BRENDA BALUKA fear. 
A bwat is not just clever. 

You've heard it whispered A bwat is weaponised _ 
in corridors, shouted intelligence. 
in dorms, and typed The kind that makes 
aggressively into class teachers smile before you 

But is being a bwat 
a superpower, or just 
another label carrying 
invisible weight? 

4i WHO EXACTLY IS A BWAT? 

WhatsApp groups right even raise your hand. In Western schools, 
after results are pinned. It's The kind that turns 99% they call them academic 
nev~~~ f.0,l~~~e .. d, gHi~Elryc~\ ; : ·(,JNC?'f .ca,ual per1~~iJLjty I I I l ~¥Jlo~§"·, .j I " ) l ' . 

only awe, envy, and a little trait. Here? We keep it shorter. 

Sharper. More efficient. tomorrow's exam marking culture has Rory Gilmore 
Swat. guide. and Hermione Granger, 

A bwat is that student They're not always loud. Uganda has its own 
who finishes the paper, Sometimes they're quiet. versions: the Head Prefect 
rereads it, and still has Observing. Calculating. with straight A's, the girl 
time to borrow a pen Sometimes they're who balances debate club, 
and help someone spell annoying. Interact, and still tops her 
photosynthesis. They Sometimes they're your stream, or the boy who 

fl q~~~e.,r,:qu,e,~1ipp~ ~i~r';' I' ;.<.)'.;. }~iep.2-:j ll~~jVe~,J!lts.9.a~ J:J I 'ii~ -r~e&drfrf~~ ·~fW\f~~n,(yes, . 
they ve already seen And Just like global' pop . we re JUdging Fum sohly). 
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_when we have camping . 
programmes after school with 
other students. ' 

_when friends.Callyou fOr 
out, onty to find out that they 
are drinking alcoboL 

t!P.MI~.M~,U1 n,o,-<>"""ry comparison.:. repetition, discipline, an 
M~""" bles that look sometimes unhealthy 

the outside, being a .:~. military operations. . pressure. That's why the · ng a bwat is not about 
looks glamorous. - . Teenagers waking up at 4:30 label feels real. Not because _ ',UlJ,,"' productive or -'- < •••. 

··Teachers trust you. Parents AM to "grind" preps like '-it's shiny, but because it ng praise. It's about ~> 
, brag about you. Relatives sleep is a crime. , #, '~ costs something. learning without losing , ·i : .' 
mention you at funerals for You rest for one afternoon ' ' And here's the yourself in the process. . -. ', ' . 
no reason. and your brain reminds you: '. uncomfortable truth: And if you're not a bwat?) : ~ , ' .. 

, But behind the neat Someone is revisiog: ' - , - Not everyone is meant You 're not behind. -. ' .... l. 
. handwriting and glowing Someone got a ,. ::r " to be that bwat, and that's , . You're just running your . • ~.~ ':':i 

report ~a~s is pressure that scholarship. okay. own race, at your own - ' ~ .~ 
• • clings like chalk dust. Someone just posted "Hard pace, without an aud ience '~ •• '::: 
.... Once yo'u become the work pays~ ' , ,~ - shouting "expected ": . ' 
- bwat, you stop being Even if you 're doing well, • " . performance". .. 

allowed to be average, even really well,lt still feels like ' Success doesn't wear one '. !'. ::: 
a day. you're behind. Short answer? No. uniform. Brilliance doesr)'t ' l.-..:.!',: 

Score 99%? Expected. That's when being a bwat Long answer? Still no, but always come tOR of the .,!\tl·· 
re 85%? "What stops feeling like excellence with context. class. Sometimes, it just ~.~' 

c;'.];:~-"" "' ... n<>ned?" Get tired? "But and starts feeling like a trap. You don't need to top <# survives school with its 
smart" '. sanity intact. every class to succeed. 

~Suddenly, intelligence is ' You don't need perfect 
.no longer something you .,. grades to be intelligent. 

it's something you Most bwats didn't wake You don't need a label to 
perform. ~ . up magically smart. They ' . validate your effort 

worked. They struggled. Some people grow loudly. 
They failed quietly. They • Others grow quietly. 
cried over marks nobody . Some shine early. Others 

"~else saw. ' bloom later, after 
_ .... · ... ·. Being a bwat is not - . -stopp-ed-

effortless, it's built thro.ugh exam scripts. 

,'" ~.~ . *",- : ; ,~ #.,",.).;. " ' .\.~ .; • ••. .'it: ~ ~. .." . . ,-, .,'f 
. . ' . ' ~ 

SOME STUDENTS nE THEIR ENTIRE IDE~ TO 
GRADES. WHAT HAPPENs PSYCHOLOGICALLY WHEN 

~ A TEEN FJUlS OR SCORES LOWER rf!AN f1!PECTfD 

1 Ai=nR Rilli; KIIOWII AS "THE SMART ON£"1 
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