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The First Lady and Minister of Education and Sports, Mrs Janet Musevenl, receives 2025 PLE results from the executive director of UNEB, 
Dan Odonqo (left) and UNEB chairperson Prof. Celestino Obua at State House Nakasero In Kampala on January 30 

Low civic 
awareness? 

.r 

For decades, social 
studies (SST) was among 
the best done subjects 
in Primary Leaving 
Examinations. Shockingly, 
however, SST was the 
worst" done subject 

. as:cording to results that 
~ere released last week, 
writes MARTIN KITUBI 

W
hile performance in 
mathematics and 
English improved in last 

• year's Primary Leaving 
Examinations (PLE), the country was 
shocked that social studies (Ssn, a 
hitherto highly passed subject, was 
the worst done. 

According to 2025 PLE results 
that were released last week, poor . 
performance. in SST denied many 
candidates a Chance-to pass in 

Why performance 
in SST declined 

Division One. 
According to the Uganda National 

Examinations Board (UNEB) data, 
only 3.3% of the 807460 candidates 
who sat for the 2025 SST paper, 
scored a distinction, a drop from 7.9% 
in 2024. 

Additionally, 62.'jJ/O of the 
candidates also scored at least a 
credit in the 2025 SST examination, 
compared to 75.6% in 2024. 

Related/y, only 15.9% of the 807460 
candidates who sat the SST paper in 
2025 PLE, had a higher ability to use 
the facts to answer questions. 

The data shows that the majority 
(67.8%) had a medium ability while 
16.3% had a lower ability. . 

According to a UNEB report on PLE 
performance, the pupils failed the 

easiest questions, while passing the 
hardest ones. 

While children sing the national 
anthem at least twice a week while in 
school, the majority failed to answer a 
question that required them to list the 
lessons from each of the three stanzas 
of the Uganda national anthem. 

QUESTIONS ON ELECTIONS 
Although the PLE candidates sat the 
examinations during a campaign 
period, which are heavily broadcast 
and talked about, many learners 
could not name materials used in the 
elections. 

The candi~ates also failed to explain 
how people can survive (adaptation 
methods) by promoting farming . 
in arid or semi-arid conditions, 

application of knowledge on factors 
that influence climate as well as 
factors of production. 

The candidates, including those in 
Sebei, Teso and Karamoja, who use 
donkeys for transport, also failed to 
explain the factors that influence the 
use of animal transport. 

As if that is not enough, children 
do not know their rights and several 
caqdidates failed to explain how 
children can participate in promoting 
their own rights. 

Despite the fact that Uganda is a 
heavily religious country, with tens of 
thousands of churches and mosques, 
many children did not know the 
messages that some personalities in 
the Bible or Quran preached under 
religious education. 

Related/y, children could not list 
ways of promoting peace in the 
African traditional society, let alone 
ways of protecting our political 
independence. 

UNEB ON FAILURES 
Dan Odongo, the UNEB executive 
director, said the board was puzzled 
that learners do not know much about 
Uganda and the environment 

He attributed this mismatch to the 
way learners are taught, exPlaining 
that they are not exposed to 
information about Uganda. 

"It is puzzling to all of us. We think 
issues to do with our country are not 
emphasised. We would not imagine 
that children would even fail to name 
election materials despite the fact that 
campaigns were all-over the media 
Many children did not know about 
ballot papers," he said. 

Odongo also attributed the failures 
to the examination setting adopted by 
UNEB, which emphasises application 
of facts as opposed to cramming and 
reproducing them . 

. "When you read the question 
papers, you see that emphasis 
on application and several failed 
because of this slight change. Even for 
religious education questions, many of 
them knew the actual facts, but they 
could not apply the importance or 
lessons," he said. 

Odongo made the remarks 
on Friday in an interview with t 
Mwalimu after the First Lady and 
Minister of Education. and Sports, Mrs 
Janet Museveni, released the 2025 
PLE results at State House Nakasero 
in Kampala 

Continued on page 28 
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