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According to the Ugan­
da Prisons Service, a 
total of313 inmates 
registered for the 2025 
PLE. 

BY MONITOR TEAM 

Prison-based schools across 
Uganda have posted improved 
results in the 2025 Primary 

- Leaving Examinations (PLE), 
with dozens of inmates attaining 
high grades despite studying under 
restrictive conditions. 

According to the~Uganda Prisons 
Service· (UPS), a total of 313 inmates 
were registered to ~ittl\~ 2025 PLE. Of 
these, 280 candidates eVentually sat the 
examinations, while 19 were absent 
after being released from custody 
before the exams. 

The results show that 15 candidates 
obtained Division One, 159 passed 
in Division Two, 75 in Division Three 
and 31 in Division Four, while 19 were 
ungraded. 

The performance marks a steady 
improvement compared to previous 
years. 

At Mbarara Main Prison, which 
recorded one of the strongest 
perfonnances,seven candidates passed 
in Division One, 15 in Division Two, 10 

- in Division Three and five in Division 
Four. Two candidates were ungraded, 
while one did not sit the examinations 
after being released before the 
examination period. • 

Ms Winnie Musanyana, the head 
teacher of Mbarara Main Prison 
School and a Principal Officer I, said 
the improved results were largely 
due to increased support from prison 
management. 

"Previously, we struggled because we 
did not have enough teachers from 
outside the prison. With continued 
support from the Commissioner 
General of Prisons and the officer-in­
charge ofMbarara Main Prison, we were 
able to hire competent teachers, who 
taught consistently," Ms Musanyana 
said. -

She noted that the prison school, 
which started in 2008 and serves 
inmates from Mbar?ra Main and 
Kakiika prisons, as well as the women's 
sect"ion, had registered its best 
performanc~ so far. In 2024, the school 

Why inmates posted 
better results . in PLE 

Then Mbarara Deputy RCC Robert Kanusu addresses inmates at Kakiika prisons in July 2022. PHOTO/FILE 

registered 37 candidates, of whom four 
obtained Division One. This year, 40 
irimates were registered, with seven 
attaining Division One. 
. The top performers at Mbarara 
Main included two male inmates who 
scored aggregate 10. One of them, Ivan 
Mucunguzi, obtained a Distinction 
Two in English, Credit Three in Science, 
Credit Four in Social Studies and 
a Distinction One in Mathematics. 
Another inmate, Ivan Bakashaba, also 
scored Aggregate 10. 

Speaking after the release of results, 
Mucungu~i said education remained 
meaningful even while incarcerated. 
"I thank God for this achievement. 
Even in prison, the gift of knowledge 
remains. I encourage fellow inmates 
to stay in school so that we leave here 
reformed,"he Said. 

In eastern Uganda, Soroti Main Prison 
also registered notable outcomes. 
One inmate, Rogers Kawuma, who sat 
his examinations at Demonstration 
Primary School, scored Aggregate 11. 
Nine inmates passed in Division Two, 
while two passed in Division Three. 

Analysis -
Ms Lillian Amuge, the director of 

studies at Demonstration Primary 
School, said performance could have 
been better but was affected by last 
year's industrial action by primary 
school teachers over salary concerns. 

"The strike disrupted learning 
for many candidat es, but given 
the circumstances, the results are 
encouraging,"she said. 

Kawuma, who scored Aggregate 11, 
said he hopes to pursue a career in law. 

In Kabale District, six out of 10 
inmates who sat their PLE at Ndorwa 
Prison, passed in Division· Two, with 
the best candidate scoring Aggregate 
15. Four others passed in Division 
Three, the officer-in-charge, Mr Julius 
Kisembo, said. 

At Mbale Main Prison, all 23 male 
candidates who sat the examinations 
passed. Thirteen obtained Division 
Two, six passed in Division Three and 
two in Division Four. 

The top performer, Bosco Oinyaga, 
scored Aggregate 14, followed by 
Nathan Elvis Onyunyuwith Aggregate 
16. Three candidates tied at Aggregate 
18. 

However, statistics from the Uganda 
Prison Service show that no inmates 
from the West Nile SUb-region 
registered for the 2025 PLE. 

BREAKDOWN OF RESULTS 

Total candidates registered: 313 

Caf)didates who sat: 280 

Division One: 15 

Division Two: 159 

Division Three: 75 

Division Four: 31 

Ungraded: 19 

Mr Frank Baine, the Prisons 
spokesperson, said the results reflect a 
growing emphasis on education within 
correctional facilities. -

"The results show strong performance 
overall, with many candidate._~ ,"­
improving their grades. This is evidence-' 
_ that education programmes in prisons 
are yielding results,"Mr Baine said;:-

He added that candidates were 
registered from severill facilities , 
including Upper Prison Luzira (61),;,.-...:­
Mbarara Main (40), Mbale Main (2~ 
Soroti Main (23), Ndorwa (10), Masaka 
Main (9), Kitalya Mini Max (17), 
Nakasongola (7), Lira Main (6),Masindi 
Main (7), Kitalya Farm (8) and Gulu 
Mam (7). 

Despite the progress, challenges 
remain. Prison authorities and school 
administrators cited limited funding, 
inadequate infrastructure and staffing 
shortages as persistent constraints. 

Most prison schools rely heavily on 
donations from non-governmental 
organisations and well-wishers to 
supplement government support. 

Compiled by Felix Warom Okello, 
Okoodi Oeo, Felix Ainebyoona, Suzan 
Nanjala, Robert Muhereza & Fred 
Wambede. 
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BY ROBERT MUHEREZA 

KABALE. Health authorities in Kige­
zi Sub-region have welcomed the de­
ployment of a mobile Tuberculosis 
(TB) laboratory and clinic van, saying it 
will strengthen early detection, ease ac­
cess to screening services and improve 
follow-up of patients who previously 
dropped out of care. 

Kabale Regional ReferrciI Hospital 
on Tuesday received the multi-niil­
lion-shilling mobile TB lab and clinic 
van from the Ministry of Health. Hospi­
tal director Dr Filbert Nyeko said health 
workers have already been trained to 
operate the facility, while the ministry 
committed to meeting fuel and main­
tenance costs . . 

Dr Nyeko described the mobile unit as 
a major boost to TB diagnosis and treat­
ment in the region. 

"The equipment comprises five key 
components: a vehicle, a computer-as­
sisted digital X-ray, an X-ray interpreter, 
a GeneXpert machine and an HIV test­
ing machine. It is also fitted with solar 
power and a standby generator to en-

New mobile lab gives boost to Til fight in Kigezi 
sure smooth operation,"he said. 

He added the van will be deployed to 
TB hotspot areas across the region, in­
cluding pafts of Rukungiri District, to 
bring services closer to communities 
that struggle to access fixed health fa­
cilities. 

"This is a significant achievement not 
only for Kabale Regional Referral Hospi­
tal but for the entire Kigezi region," Dr 
Nyekosaid. 

The Kigezi regional TB and leprosy co­
ordinator, Ms Teddy Tushabe, said the 
mobile lab has arrived at a critical time 
when TB cases remain high in many 
commUnities. She noted that the van 
will-help trace patients who previous­
ly abandoned treatment, often due to 
transport challenges and long distanc­
es to health centres. 

"Although the van may not reach 
some of the steep bills in Kigezi, it will 
be stationed at accessible community 

centres where people can easily receive 
services," Ms Tushabe said. She added 
that the mobile clinic will also be used 
to screen patients for other conditions, 
including hypertension, diabetes and 
leprosy, alongside TB and HIv. 

Kabale District TB coordinator Geof­
frey Nkurun~iza said the mobile lab 
will provide an alternative screen-

LAB COMPONENTS -

The mobile TB lab and clinic van 
uses digital X-ray technology, 
CAD4TB software and a 
GeneXpert machine to screen 
high~risk populations. It is 
equipped with solar pOwer, a 
generator and mobile Internet 
connecti\litytosuppbrt real­
tim~ dia~nosis.and reporting. b 

ing option for people living in hard-to­
reach areas. He expressed optimism 
that the initiative will improve case de­
tection and treatment outcomes. 

"On average, Kabale District registers 
about 46 TB c~es every month. Some 
·ofthe contributing factors include to­
bacco smoking and the sharing oflocal 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks," Mr 
Nkurunziza said. He identified Kamu­
ganguzi and Maziba sub-counties, as 
well as the Northern and Southern divi­
sions ofIcibale Municipality, as key TB 
hotspot areas. 

The Kabale District health educator, 
Mr Alfred Bensigensi, urged residentS 
experiencing TB symptoms to take ad­
vantage of the mobile services for ear­
ly diagnosis and treatment-He said late 
detection often leads to severe compli­
cations and increases the risk of trans-

~missioo withiR cemmunities. J .J , 

"The advantage of this equipment is 

that it is mobile, unlike the fixed GeneX- _ 
pert machines we have relied on in the 
past,"Mr Bensigensi said."I am hopeful 
that it will significantly reduce the TB 
burden in our region." 

Health officials remain concerned 
about the rise of Multi-Drug Resistant 
TB (MDR-TB) in Kigezi. In September 
last year, experts reported several MDR­
TB cases,largely attributed to poor ad­
herence to treatment. 

Ms Tushabe said about 25 MDR-TB 
cases were recorded between Jan~ 
ary and September 2025, compared to 
about 20 ca$es in 2024. She called for 
stronger community health education 
and multi-sectoral collaboration to pro­
mote early diagnosis and ensure pa­
tients complete their treatment. 

"Preventing drug resist ance requires 
consistent follow-up and patient sup- _ 
port, because MDR-m is>difficultand ' 
costly to treat, "she said. 


