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Authorities at the in­
stitution say, despite a 
steady rise in student 
enrolment over the 
years, facilities across 
the university's campus­
es have 'not expanded at 
the same pace. . 

BY MUDANGHAKOLYANGHA 

T
he management of Busitema Uni­
versity has said inadequate infra­
structure, coupled with staffing 
gaps,has stifled the growth of the 

institution. ' c· . 

Authorities at the institution said de­
,Wite a steady rise in student enrolment 

\ over the years, facilities across the uni­
versity's campuses have not expanded 
at the same pace. 

P.rof William Bazeyo, the university 
council chairperson, warned that un­
less these challenges are addressed, the 
institution may struggle to meet expec­
tations. 

"These are urgent and needed for in­
stitutional development in order to im­
prove academic excellence.Most of these 
campuses are located in niral areas, 
compounded by a lack of accommoda­
tionfor students and staffwho may wish 
~~rrent out,~ProfBazeyo said. ' 

He made the remarks during a tour of 
the university campuses by officials of 
the instltution led by the chancello:r;Prof 
BadruKiggundu,<on Tuesday. • 

The officials started their tow.: in 
Ni.fmasagali before moving to Pallisa, 
Mbale and Arapai. The vice chancellor, 

• Mr Paul Wako, said the maIn purpose 
of the tour was to assess progress on the 
ground and identify the challenges, 

Mr Bazeyo urged the government to 
provide more resources towards the de­
velopment of the institution so that it 
canmatch other universities. .... 

He also called'on private investors to 
construct structures that could be rent­
ed out to students and staff to address 
the accommodation challenge. 

"We have to identify partners who are 
willing to partner with the university to-

• wardsits growth,"he said. 
"As a university, we are totally happy 

In Ihlstructure~statr gaps 
stifle Busitellla growth 

: He cited Pallisa campus, which re­
~ ceived ShSl.2 billion in government 
: fuIiding in October 2025, but the money 
: has not yet been committed due to these 
: procedural delays. 
· "The university could be behind sched­

ule to commit such funds, reasoning 
that the university has to get clearance 

• from the Solicitor General, Attorney 
: General, and all these process has tak­
: en time and delayed the resumiI1g of the 
: -construction of some structures, "he add· 
~ ed. 

: He,howeve:r; applauded Pallisa District 
: for surrendering land to the university 
• to establish a campus. 
: "The land given to the university is 
: like they gave us a debt to transform the 
: community throug\} the provision of 
: excellent and relevant courses to Ugan­
: dans,"he said. 
: The dean of the faculty of manage­
• ment sciences, Mr Abbey Kalenzi, said 
· the Pallisa campus was established in 

2014, and the enrolment has reached 
600 students pursuingdifferent courses, 

, He said of the 26 academic stafi; 16 are 
• full-time, whereas 17 are part-time lec­

Busitema University Chancellor Prof Badru Kiggundu (cerftre) and other university officials tour the Pallisa campus on ' turers. 
Tuesday. PHOTO/MUDANGHA KOLYANGHA : He added thattheuniversitymainlyre­

ACHIEVEMENTS 

The dean of the Faculty ofMa­
nagement Sciences, Mr Abbey 
Kalenzi, however, said the univer­
sity has registered some achieve-

- ments, including increasing the nu­
mber of programmes offered, ex­
panding student numbers from 
20 to 600 students, and research 
and publication. 

that communities are extremely bene­
fiting from the establishment of these 
campuses to the extent that more schol­
arships are being given out in each dis-

He also outlined plans to in­
crease the number of pro­
grammes, as the current uptake 
is low and also strengthening re­
search and innovation activities, 
which are currently low. 

He ~d they intend to'increase 
student enrolment by 40 percent 
in the next five years, and also 
raise the establishment of acade­
mic staff, with a focus on PhDs. 

trict,"be added. 
Prof Bazeyo said the staffing level 

stands between 10 percent and 12 per­
cent, wbichis quite low compared to the 

: lies on graduate fellows, part-time stafi; 
number of students. : and visiting lecturers. 

He cited. the Pallisa campus, which he ~ "We conduct regular staff interviews 
said has 600 students, but only 26 staff • based on workload, implement policies 

Prof Kiggundu said: "The inadequate : that encourage staffretention,and lob­
infrastructure, compounded with low : by for a wage increase from the govern­
staffing,needs to be addressed to meas- : ment,"MrKalenzisaid 
ure up to the student enrolment. Even : He also said there is difficulty in keep­
what is on the ground needs a lot ofre- : ingup with frequent curriculum chang­
habilitation." : es, especially the need to strictly follow 

He added: "We are aware that Busite- • announcements from the National Cur­
rna may not be the only univer:sity in : riculum Development Centre (NCDC) 
dire need of support, but it needs special : while at the same tilne engaging a wide 
attention. If there are such facilities in • range of stakeholders. . 
place,it could be much easier to increase : The vice chancelior,Mr Paul Wako,said: 
the number of students.~ • "Several departments operate with few-

The chancellor also raised concerns j er lecturers than required, causing a 
about the procurement process, saying • heavy workload on the available staff" . 
it takes too long. . : 
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BYSADAT MBOGO 

MPIGL Ti'aders in Mpigi Town Council, 
Mpigi District,have expressed optimism 
following the signing of a Shs.13 billion 
contract for the construction of a mod­
ern market. 

'I}!.e maItet will replace the dilapidat-
ectstructure builtin 1960. . 

The oldrriarlcet,~tting on 1.092 acres in 
the heart of Mpigi Town, has long been 
criticised for its poor construction, limit­
ed space,inadequate sanitation, and ina­
bility to accommodate all vendors com­
fortably. 

Many vendors have been forced to op­
erate outside the market premises. 

The contract was awarded to Hebron 
Investments Limited, with UB Consult 
~pointed for engineering supervision. 

The projectis expected to run for a yea:r; 
according to Mpigi District Chief Admin­
istrativeOfficerEdithNamayega 

"The contractor should work with the 
population within Mpigi for smooth 
construction works and think of casual 
workers from Mpigi,~ she said in inter­
view on Tuesday. 

The initiative falls unger the ~re~ter 
q~,. yJcl-

Construction of new Mpigi market set to s~ 

An artistic impression of the proposed new Mpigi market. PHOTO/COURTESY 

Kampala Metropolitan Area Urban De- : tivityin surrounding areas ofKampala 
velopment Programme (GKMA-UDP), a : Mr Ronald Kazibwe, the Mpigi District 
government-led effort to upgrade urban • commercial officer, descnbed the pro­
infrastructure ~g. bOQskE!!=onomj.~ ac- , . ·dect as a l1}ega DQost for:th~ tovp Which 

~ -.0 f.3f!'( )!:. e: f C 3c 'l.. it S r .. 

pushes for elevation to become a munic­
ipality. 

"This is a major government-led 
achievement aimed at upgrading the ex­
isting market. It will help our people in­
crease their household incomes and pro­
vide a market for their goods and servic-
es,"he said. . 

Currently, the market hosts 663 ven­
dors but suffers from overcrowding and 
poor facilities. The new facility will ex­
pand capacity to 860 vendors, with a fo­
cus on agricultural produce, value-add­
ed products, and promoting both day 
and night economies. 

Mr Kazibwe added that the upgrad­
ed market will serve traders andbuy­
ers from at least three districts ofMpigi, 
Butambala,and Gomba 

"A market allocation committee will 
verify all the traders to avoid chaos in 
the arrangement. We need sanity in our 
market, not dailY wars caused by disor­
ganised traders,~he said, 

He added that the vendors will be 
temwJ;arily reJocatel;tip two to three 

months, once a temporary workspace 
js established on a designated piece of . 
land currentlyused by the works depart­
mentinMpigi Town Council. 

Traders have stressed the importance 
of fair relocation processes and a seam­
less transition after construction'ofthe 
market. 

"All vendors will return to the new 
market and get stalls before new en­
trants are considered,"he added. 

Mr Kazibwe highlighted additional 
improvements: "All access paths to the 
new modern market are going to be tar­
macked and there is free land around. 
We hope to get it for a well-organised 
taxi. park and nice parking space, which 
are currently not available." 

Ms Monica Edemachu Eju, the under­
secretary in the Ministry of Kampala 
Capital City and Metropolitan Affairs, 
emphasised accountability. 

"The contractor needs to know that 
this programme is for results and ifwe 
say that the contract is for 12 months, • 
we don't want to hear ofre-evaluation," 
she said. The project is anticipated to en­
hance trade, improve sanitation, and 
support local livelihoods in the area 
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