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QUOTE OF 
THEDAV 

NUP's David Lewis Rubongoya on' party supporters in jail: "By yesterday [Wednesday], we had a list of 
over 800 supporters, but the numbers keep changing depending on those who are granted bail or dumped without charges." 

~ 

EDITORIAL . 

Support initiatives 
in fight against FGM 

T
oday is International Day of iero Tolerance for Fe­
male Genital Mutilation (FGM). The day which is ob­
served annually on February 6,reminds us that even 
ifthere is a law, the Prolnbition of the Female Genital . 

Mutilation Act 201o.thatoutlaws FGM,it is still practiced in 
parts of Sebei and Karamoja sub-regions. Unfortunately, ac­
cording to authorities,most of these cases are not reported 
and therefore culprits cannot be prosecuted. 

The World Health Organisation lists a number of health 
risks such as severe pain, excessive bleeding (haemor­
rhage), genital tissue swelling,fever,infections, wound heal­
ing' problems, injury to surrounding genital tissue, shock, 
death, urinary problems (painful urination, urinary tract 
infections), psychological problems (depression, anxiety, 
post-traumatic stress disorder, low self-esteem, etc.) . . 

This is only but a fraction of the risks of the practice which 
. has absolutely no health benefit. 

The Issue: 
FGM 
Our-View: 
Because ' 
culturaf 
practices 
are deeply 
rooted and 
1ntertwined 
with the history 
and values of 
communities, 
causing change 
in practice 
even for the 
good ofthe 
community 
has to be 
done long­
term before 
real tangible 
change can be 
seen. 

According to the UN, the theme this 
year whiCh is, "Towards 2030: No end 
to female genital mutilation without 
sustained commitment and invest­
ment," highlights the need to have 
sustained engagement from govern­
ments, Civil society, communities, 
philanthropic foundations and the 
international community. 
It is therefore important that ef­

forts to end FGM are not forgotten or 
stopped due to l~ck of cases being re­
ported.As has been suggested before, 
legislation alone Is not enough. 

There must be constant community . 
dialogue,sensitisation and awareness 
drives.An9- because it is mostly the el­
ders in these communities whose be­
lief systems m regard to FGM influ­
ence the younger populations, engag­
ing them in constant dialogue with 
equally elderly .change agents is im-
portant. • 
~ecause cultural practices are-deep­

ly rooted and intertwined with the 
history and values of communities, 
causing change in practice even for 
the good of the community has to be 
done long-term before real tangible 
change can be seen. 

Trust cannot be built in the short­
termJtmust be cUltivated overtime. . 

• Any initiative or project that is con-
tributing to the fight against FGM must be supported to en­
able it succeed. . . . ., 
All stakeholders, especially community leaders, must be 

committed to this fightfor it to Yield fruit. 
As we observe International Day of Zero Tolerance for 

FGM, we hope that there will be renewed efforts to make 
sure that this harmful practi~ is eliminated. 

Our commitment to you .... 
We pledge: 
• To be a.xurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit pfthe tMh. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short inour attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. A public war of words erupted betWeen the Minister of Information Dr Chris Baryomunsi, and the 
CDF Gen Muhoozi Kainerugaba. 
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Our budget chQices are UIidermining 
agricultural, nutrition commitments 

O 
nJanuary29,2026, Parliamentap­
proved the National Budget frame­
work Paper (NBFP) for Financial Year 
(FY) 2026/ 27. The numbers tell a so­
bering story about what the govern­
ment is choosing to prioritise. 

The total national budget is projected to 
decline from Shsn trbIion in FY 2025/26 to 
Shs69 trillion in FY 2026/27. The bulk of the 
budget will be locked into mandatory ex- . 
penditures such as debt servicing, wages, 
and statutory obligations. Even with domes­
tic revenue projected to increase to Shs40.09 
trillion, the financing gap remains wide and 
structurally constraining. 

This budget structure has profound inipli-
. cations not only for the scale of service de­

livery, but also for its qualitY and sustainabil­
ity.Nowhere is this more evident than in ag-
riculture and nutrition. . . 

According to the NBFP,theAgro-lndustri­
alisation Programme is projected to receive 
Shs1.470 trillion in FY 2026/27,represent­
ingjust 2.1 per cent of the national resource 
envelope. This marks a significant decline 
from FY 2025126, when the proghunmewas 
allocated Shs1.833 trillion. The proposed al­
location therefore constitutes a nominal cut 
ofShs387 billion, approximately 20.8 per­
cent. 

These budget choices sit uneasily with 
Uganda's continental and national commit­
ments. The Kampala Declaration, adopted 
by African heads of state and gOvernment, 
calls for a 45 percent increase in agrifood 
output,a50percentreductioninpost-har­
vest losses,and the allocation of at least 10 
percent of public expenditure to agricul­
ture ann~with a strong focus on wom­
en, youth,and vulnerable groups across val-
uechains. . 

The recent African Union Extraordinary 
SWnmit was meantto take stock of progress 
underthep6st-Malabo Comprehensive Af­
rica Agriculture Development Programme 

Uganda risks falling 
further behind on its 
global and continental 
commitments ... 

cruit using available wage pI'OYisions. 
Even more alarming is the financingofnu­

trition commodities.An estimated 95 per 
cent of the quantified need for nutrition 
therapeutic supplies remains unfunded by 
government,leavingUganda 0YeIWhelm­
ingly dependent on donors.1bis level ofrell-
ance is neither sustainable nor strategic. 

Investment innutritioncommodities is 
essential not only fortreating and preVent­
ing malnutrition, but also for G:engthen­
ing public health resilience,improving pop­
ulation welIbeing,anMeducing long-tenn 

~ healthcare costs linked to nutrit:ion-related 
(CAADP) agenda That assessment noted disease burdens. 
that most countries, Uganda induded,re- Taken together, the FY 2026f27budget 
main far from meeting the 10 percent pub- framework exposes afundamen1al contra-
lic investment benchmark. diction. Uganda's committnent to CAADP 

Underinvestment in agro-industrialisa- appears strong in policy statements,dec-
tion fuels a vicious cycle. Low capital invest- larations,and summit communiqu€s, yet 
ment constrains processing, storage, and weak in actual financial prioritisation. Con-
market access,resulting in low productivi- tinued underinvestment in agriculture, 
ty,high post-harvest losses, and limited val- agro-industrialisation,and nutritionunder-
ue addition. mines the credibility of these commitments 

When agricultural raw materials are ex- and limits the cmmtry's prospects for inclu- • 
ported or consumed unprocessed, oppor- sive and resilient growth. 
tunities for rural employment and incom.e Budgets are u1timately political docu-
growth are lost, and poverty becomes en- ments. They reveal priorities more dear- . 
trenched. Cutting agro-industrialisation fi- ly than speeches ever can.lfUganda is seri-
nancingatthisjunctuieriSksreversingthe--ousaboutmeetingitsCAADPandKampa-
modest gains registered in recent years and la Declaration obligations and abOut deliv-
further delays progress toward CAADPtar- eringonNDPIVandNutritionforGrowth 
gets. . commitments, it must reversethe down-

The consequences extend beyond agri- . ward trend in agricultural and nutrition fi-
culture into health and nutrition systems. nancing and move decisivclytoward sus-
Chronic underfunding of nutrition contin- tained,predictable public investment in 
ues to underinine Uganda's human capital these sectors. Without that shift, Uganda 
development. The nutrition workforce faces risks lhlling further behind on its global and 
an estimated 85 percent staffing gap, with continental commitments and,more im-
only 46 nutrition personnel in post out of portantly, on the developmentoutcomes 
an approved establishment of 426 positions that matter most to its people. 
across national and sub-national levels. This 
gap persists despite the approval of a nutri­
tion scheme of service in FY 2022/23 and 
dear guidance to local governments to re- I MI" Peter Eceru works ~ Action AgaInst 

Hunger. 
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