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Officials seek major upgrade for nearly too-year-old Nsinze health unit 
BY RONALDSEEBE 

NAMUTUMBA. As Nsinze Health 
Centre IV in Namutumba District ap­
proaches its 100th anniversary; officials 
are seeking a major upgrade to meet 
the growing healthcare derrum.ds of the 
population it serves. 

Built in 1930 and now acting as the 
disttict'smainreferialhealthfacility,the 
centre serves more than 365,000 people 
across three constituencies (Busiki,Busi­
ki North and Bukono) but is struggling 

with outdated infrastructure, limited 
space, and staff shortages amid a rising 
patient load. 

Patients at the Nsinze health unit are 
forced to share a single toilet block with 
more than 30 health workers, the facili­
ty's in-~e told Daily Monitorlast Fri­
day. 

Dr Wallen Wabulembo described the 
situation as a serious public health con­
cern, noting that staff and patien~ cur­
rently use the same sanitation fatilibes, 

He raised the issue while presenting 

the centre's annual performance report 
and highlighting both achievements 
and ongoing challenges. 

"Patients should not have to share toi­
lets with staff; and every health worker 
deserves proper facilities,"Dr Wabulem­
bo said, underscoring the urgent need 
for improved infrastructure. 

He added: "With more than 7,000 pa­
tients treated at the facility monthly, we 
urgently need improved infrastructure 
to serve the community effectively." 

He noted that the Outpati~tdepart-

ment at Nsinze Health Centre IV is out­
dated and too small, and that the facili­
ty also lacks additional lab services to of­
fer a wider range of diagnostic tests such 
as blood tests. 

Mr Allan Lubiite,a doctor at the facility, 
said although the facility has faced chal­
lenges, several achievements have been 
recorded. These include the construc­
tion of the centre's first-ever neonatal 

' intensive care unit (NICD;), a functional 
blood bank, solar-powered piped water, 
and a piped oxyg~ system. 

"The only challenge is that the NICU 
space is very small and we lack a NICU 
.ward where we can keep the attend­
ants,"he said last Friday. Dr James Kirya, 
the DstrictHealth Offic~(DHO) said his 
office is working hand in hand with lo­
cal authorities to construct a separate 
toilet faeilityfor health workers. 

"It is very bad [that] patients ... share 
a single toilet with health WOIXers ... the 
commitment 1 want to give my staff [is 
that] fIn working hard to improve your 
working condition,"he said. 
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Bread-and-butter politics 
endear Amin to Busia voters 
UGANDNS 
BCDLDVOICE 

MrAmin, ex-president 
Idi Amin's grandson, 
born in present day Ko­
bokb District, has been 

. re-elected Busia munic­
ipal mayor. 

BY DAVID AWORI 

I
n Busia, political office is not Won in 
boardrooms or on loud campaign 
platforms, but in markets, funerals, 
and ordinary homes where daily sur­

vival matters most. 
That is where Mr Sadiki Agele Amin 

built his political capital through what 
several residents regard as "bread and 
butter politics". 

From carrying sacks in Busia market 
to sharing food with the vulnerable and 
standing with families in their dark­
est moments, Mr Amin's grassroots ap­
proach has endeared him to voters, se­
curing him a second term as Busia mu-

Mr Sadiki Agele Amin (circled) celebrates with his supporters in Arubaine 
Village after being declared winner of Busia Municipality mayorship this week. 
PHOTO/DAVID AWORI 

nicipal mayor with an overwhelming His rise to Busia municipal mayor is a curiosity and the need to survive. 
victory. story rooted in hard work and persever- "My day as a loader began with either 

The Busia District returning officeI;Ms ~ anee. loading or offloading sacks of cerealsull-
Joan Aduru, declared Mr Amin of the In an interview with the Daily Mon- to truckS,"he said. . 
Forum for Democratic Change (FDC) itor, Mr Amin recalled his early days in Mr Francis Juma Odero, the Busia Mu­
winner after he garnered 7,542 votes, Maranchi Village, wherehejuggledmul~ nicipal Council speak~said Mr Amin's 
defeating the ruling National Resist- tiplejobstomakeendsmeet. strong work ethic and robust build 
ance Movement (NRM) party's Ali Man- "In the Il!ornings, 1 worked on con- made him a favourite among traders 
de, who got 1,943 votes. . struction sites as a poIteI; earning less needing help to load and offload goods. 

National Unity Platfol1ll (NUP)'s Iddi thanShs5,oooa~andintheeYeDings, "He was strong and hardworking, 
Muhamed Kibaki came third with 993 1 played football with a local team,'"he making the task ofloading and offload­
votes, followed by Independent candi- said on Monday. ing sacks of cereals from trucks effort-
dates Aisha Kalombo (320 votes) and Id- Mr Amin said he began as a striker be- less,"said Mr Odero. 
di Duma (164 votes). Others in the race fore moving to defendeI: TIle politician SourCes said Mr Amin's discipline, so­
were People's Front for Freedom (PFF) added that he also exceIledinsprinting. ciability, and hard work made him pop­
party:s Siraji Wabwire Omunyu, who got These early eXperiences of discipline, ular among market traders. When petty 
73 votes and Independent candidate Ya- ~ilience, and community engagement thefts rose,hewas elected unopposed as 
sinMangeni, who garnered 43 votes. laid the foundation for his eventual per the market's security chairman,. 

Mr Amin is a grandson offormer pres- litical journey, earning him the trust Mr Amin's popularity grew, and in the 
ident of Uganda ldi Amin Dada, who and admiration ofBusia residents OYer 2006 General Election, he contested for 
seized power in a military coup on Jan- the years. the Busia mayorship as an Independ-
uary 25, 1971, overthrowing President AS an athlete, he competed alo~de . entcandidate, with a bicycle symbol but 
Milton Obote's government renowned sportsmen,includingA1i. Gal- ' lost to then inannbent Michael Mugeni 

Mr Amin,born in Koboko,has roots in abuzi,atBugembeStadiuminJD:Va (NRM).He then returned to trading ce-
Busia Town dating back to 1999, when Mr Aminrecalled thatin2000,hevm- realsacrossLira,Mubende,Kayunga,Ho-
he moved from Kayunga District to live tured into cereal t:ril.ding at Busia Mar- ima,and Kapchorwa districts. 
with his mother iIi Maranchi Village, ket, but -after losing all his eapital.,-he Before the 2016 elections; Mr Amin 
Eastern Division (Busia Municipality). ~ed to working as a load~drivm. by joined FOC and won the LC3 chairper-

Busia was officially elevated to 
municipality status in May 2010 
and became operational on July 
1,2010. NRM's Michael Muge-
ni served as the municipality's 
first mayor, followed by Has­
san Bwire Oppio, who held of­
fice until M .. AgeIe Amin de­
feated him in the 2021 elections. 
Mr Amin is a grandson of ex-pre­
sident of Uganda Idi Amin Dada. 

son seat for Eastern Division, defeat­
ing.then incumbent Siraji Wabwire 
Omunyu. 

His courage and detennination soon 
caught the attention of FDC's leader­
ship, which appointed him as the par­
ty's head of security. 

Describing himself" Kisati Wabwe," 
meaning"tbe servant"or"the Poor man 
of Busia residents,"Mr Amin's political 
prominence steadily grew. 

Mr Amin is also popularly known as 
the"gravedigger"for attending funerals, 
oftenjoinini others to dig graves and as­
sistfamilies With burial arrangements. 

MrDdero, the speaker ofBusia Munic­
ipal Council, described Mr Amin as-a 
generous and down-to-earth leader. He 
is said to be supporting the education 
ofnearly 200 vnlnerable children in Bu­
sia,proViding school fees, materials, and 

: uniforms. 
l Mr Odero added that Mr Amin is a 

skilled leader and teain player, who->-
avoids conflict. _ 

Although Mr Amin is an FOC mem­
ber, he explained that he works close­
ly with NRM councillors, saying:"! may 
be FOe, but my voters include NRM and 
NUP supporters, so after elections,ifs all 
about teamwork.» 

Ms Hadija Ali, a resident of Arubaine 
Village, said she voted for Mr Amin be­
cause he is "a man of the people;»always 
supporting the community, resolving 
family conflicts, and assisting residents 
with minor legal issues. 

Ms Hajira Naigaga, another resident.;:.= 
said Mr Amin sometimes helps wom­
en prepare firewood or cook food at fu­
nerals. 

"He attends every burial, even hiring a 
truck to transport the deceased as fur as 
Moroto,"she added last Friday. ~ 

At his BUsia office, Mr Amin's phone 
constantly rings as women come seek­
ing help' with food, rent, or small busi­
ness needs. 

Beneath his desk,Mr Amin keeps rice, 
cooking oil, posho, soap, and bread, 
which he regularly gives to single moth­
ers and families in need.. 

Mr Emmanuel Wandera Ojpno (NRM) 
praised Mr Amin. "Amin is too friend­
ly and respects everyone; h~ never 
walks past anyone withou~hel-
10 or waving, and his daily interactions 
and efforts to builcfiilliances make him 
a tough candidate to beat a~ the ballot 
box,"Mr Ogono stated at the weekend. 

Critics speak out, 
Some voters and critics, including Mr 

Alfred Ofwono, accuse Mr Amin of mis­
. managementastheIDlmicipalmayOI: 

Mr Ofwono claimed that nearly 
, Sbs2 b from the World Bank-fund­

ed Uganda Support to Mmricipallnfra­
structure Development (USMID) pro-

, gramme,andShstbfromPresidentMu-
5eYeIlifurroadrebabilitation, was poor­
ly used, resulting in substandard work 
and.roads that remain unfinished de-­
spite budget allocations. . 

Ms Jane Bira, a trader, accused Mr 
Amin for neglecting town infrastruc-
ture and waste manageinent. . 

"This town is the dirtiest because the 
mayor spends his time at funerals in­
stead of improving the town," she said, 
noting the lack of a clear waste manage-
ment policy. . 

Mr Amin, however, thinks his critics 
are detached from reality. He said h ... " 
came to office when implementation 
of the US~ project, which they claim 
he has mismanaged,had already com­
menced."! am not an accounting officer • 
for Busia Municipality. Whoever thinks 1 
had a hand in mismanaging the fund is 
mistaken,"he said. 

Mr Amin added that funding gaps 
were affecting the delivery of services to 
the people,andhe-thinks municipalities 
like Busia needmore money. 
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