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Tougn Kigali outing 
.~y'.:!.~~nson Were .............. .. 

The national men's hand­
ball team returned from 
Rwanda ranked 16th out of 
the 16 teams that competed 
in the Africa Cup of Nations 
that ran from January 21-31 

-- - in Kigali. 
Egypt successfully de­

fended the title for the third. 
consecutive time after beat­
ing Tunisia 37-24 in the 
final during the tournament 
held in Kigali, Rwanda. 

The tournament which 
was a qualifier for the 2027 
WOrld·Cup, had Egypt, 
TilIli~ia, Cape Verde, 
Algeria and Angola qualify 
to represent Africa at the 
global stage 

Uganda who did not win 
a game at the group stage 
started the tournament with 
a 37-21 loss to Angola, then 

~ 33-16 fall to Gabon before 
a humiliating 54-13 defeat 
by champions Egypt. 

Coach Jimmy Orotin, 
attributed the poor perfor­
mance to poor preparations, 
lack of exposure, quality 
of players and lack of 
motivation. 

-. ~ccording to Oratin, if the 
federation addresses the . 
above challenges, then his 
team will be in position to 
perform better in the next 
outing. 

"Our initial goal was to 
get out of the group stage' 

- and get a better ranking 
which did not happen. We 
are now ranked 16 and we 
can only hope to improve 
by constantly appearing 
in the African Cup of Na­
tions," Orotin said. 

"We managedio expose 
our players but we have 
areas to address including 
the technical qualities of 
the players at the club and 
grassroot level and use of 
standard competition balls," 

, he added. 
, ;0- He urged the·federation 

to increase the number of 
competitive games the play­
ers play and also improve 
the players' remunerations 
to improve their motivation. 

. Orotin further explained 
that it was a great experi­
ence for every one in the 
tournament, especially the 
Federation administrators 
who must have learned 
something as far as team 
preparation is concerned. 
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SPORT 
URA turn to Uijan~a (u~ for re~em~tion USSSA expands 

. .~y'.y'~~~y'ada Saaka ............... .. 

Stanbic Uganda Cup 
Round of 64 
Today,3pm 
Patongo v URA 
Paliisa v SC Villa 
M.bira v NEC 
Mairye v Police ' 
Ombachi v UPPC 
Obule v Kitara 
Kisugu v Lugazi 

' ," . .' 
URA FC will be desperate 
to arrest a worrying run of 
form wh~n they face Patongo 
FC today in Kalongo Town 
Council in Agago District at 
Gang Kal playgrounds in the 
Round of 64 of the Uganda 
Cup. . 

The tax collectors are 
winless in their last seven 
Uganda Premier League 
(UPL) matches, having lost 
five and drawn two, and have 
failed to score a single goal 
during that stretch. 

Their struggles have 
placed head coach Hussein 
Mbalangu under mounting 
pressure, with reports 
indicating that clu.b officials 
are considering relieving 
him of his duties following 
a disappointing start to his 
tenure. 

. ~y. .~~~.~!~~~~~ ....................... . 
gandan boxing is on the 

verge of another uncontested 
election as the Uganda BOxing 
Federation (UBF) prepares to 
return to the polls later this 
month. 
• The last time UBF had an 
elective poll was in 2014 
when magistrate Kenneth 
Gimugu defeated the then 
Kyadondo West Member. of 
Parliament and Zana boxing 
club chairman, Issa Kikungwe 
(RIP) to the top seat. 

Thirteen years later, the fed­
eration is once again heading 
into elections scheduled for 
February 28, with incumbent 

. president Moses Muhangi 
poised to retain office for a 
third consecutive term once 
again unopposed. 

Muhangi, who first assumed 
office in 2018, won his first 
two terms without opposition. 

His fate of extending that 
streak will be confirmed on 
Friday, February 6, when the 
nomination exercise officially 
closes. 

By press time, he was still 
the sole preSJdential aspirant 
who had both picked and 
returned nomination forms. 

According to the chairman of 

An early exit from the 
Uganda Cup at the hands of 
a lower-ranked side ·would 
further compound URA's 
problems and intel1sify 
scrutiny on Mbalangu, who 
was appointed in December 
last year to replace Alex 
Isabirye after his successful 
spell with NEC Fe. 

Expectations were high that 
Mbalangu would quickly 
tum around URA's fortunes, 
but the club remains winless 
in the league under his 
stewardship. His only victory 
so far came in the Mapinduzi 
Cup, where URA defeated 
MJandege FC 2-1 away in 
Zanzibar in his first match in 
charge. 

URA are three-time winners 
of the Uganda Cup but were 
eliminated at the round of 
16 stage last season, losing 
5-3 on penalties to second­
tier side Kataka FC at Harnz 
Stadium, Nakivubo. 

Elsewhere, several UPL 
sides will also be in action 
away from home, including 
SC Villa, NEC, UPPC Entebbe, 
Kitara and Lugazi. With 
the round of 64 historically 
known for producing surprise 
results, all these sides will 
be eager to avoid)!arly exits. 

. the UBF Electoral Committee, 
Paul Mukasa, the window 
remains open for other inter­
ested candidates to submit 
their nominations before the 
deadline. 

"You have reached me at 
a time when I am preparing 
for a court session. I still need 
to review all the documents 
to confirm whether there are 
any new candidates who have 
picked and returned nomi­
nation forms," Mukasa told 
Vision Sport. 

Unless there is a late twist, 
Muhangi is set to become the 
third longest-serving UBF 
president, only bettered by the 

. By Julius Kafuluma ; ......................................................... 
The tTgancfu Secondary 
Schools Sports Association 
(USSSA) is set for another 
action-packed 2026, both 
locally and internationally, 
as new sports disciplines are 
added to the armual calendar. 

USSSA president Justus 
Mugisha confirmed that 
Cricket, Baseball, Softball & 
Baseball 5, Golf, Kabaddi, 
Kho-Kho, and Pickleball will 
feature as demonstration 
sports this year, with both 
boys' and girls' categories 
taking part. The inclusion 
of these disciplines is part 
of USSSA's ongoing plan 
to diversify competitive 
opportunities for students. 

Speaking to the media, 

late Maj. Gen. Francis Nyang­
weso and David Agong. 

Nyangweso led the federa­
tion in two separate stints, first 
in the 1960s and later from 
1979 to 1988 before being 
succeeded by Agong, whose 
tenure ended in 200 I. 

Muhangi's continued grip 
on the federation's top seat is 
largely attributed to the 2022 
constitutional amendments, 
which his critics often relate 
to former. Ugandan President, 
Apollo Milton Obote's pigeon­
hole constitution. 

Notable requirements to 
stand for any UBF executive 
seat include having sat a 

Mugisha also outlined 
several -administrative 
upgrades aimed at improving 
competition management. 

An online registration 
system has been introduced to 
handle transfers, verification, 

. screening, match forms, 
reports, and appointments 
for verification. Transfer 
fees have been set at 
shlO,OOO per move, while 
the competition management 
system will initially cover 
Netball, Football, Basketball, 
Volleyball, and 3x3 
Basketball. 

The year kicks off with 
the Elite Secondary School 
Championships, scheduled 
from February 26 to March 1 
at Janan Secondary School in 
Bombo. 

National Technical Certificate 
(NTC) course that Muhangi 
organised himself and once in 
2021 or being an International 
Technical Officer (ITO). 

Additional criteria include 
possession of at least an 
Advanced Level (A-Level) 
certificate or its equivalent, 
prior service in the outgoing 
UBF executive for a minimum 
of four years, or having served 
as a senior club official for at 
least five consecutive years. 

But Muhangi dismisses 
claims these requirements are 
restrictive. 

"To me these requirements 
are normaL These are mere 
excuses from my opponents . 
The reality is they are scared 
of the too much success I have 
achieved for Ugandan boxing" 
Muhangi noted. 

"Secondly none of my op­
ponents can invest heavily in 
the sport like I do. This is the 
reality that they cant admit". 
The elections will fill nine ex­
ecutive positions, but only the . 
preSident, general Secretary, 
Treasurer, Women's Repre­
sentative and Ex-International 
are elected with the remaining . 
positions including the two 
vice presidents being appoint­
ed by the sitting president. 

Kiwanu~a ~e~arts 
.~y..~~:.!!~!:'.~.~aluku .......... . 

Uganda People's Defence 
Forces Football Club 
(UPDF FC) has confirmed 
that coach Paul Kiwanuka 
is no longer part of the 
team following a poor 
first round of the 2025/26 
Uganda Premier League 
season. 

The Army side has en- . 
dured a difficult campaign, 
managing only three wins 
from 15 matches and col­
lecting just 11 points. 

UPDF FC currently sit 
second from bottom in 15th 
place, above only Calvary . 
FC, who are last with four 
points. Mbarara FC are 
14th with 13 points, while 
Buhimba United Saints and 
URA FC are just above the 
danger zone. 

In a statement released 
on Tuesday, UPDF FC 
confirmed that Coach Paul 
Kiwanuka and Defensive 
Coach Denis Oweka have 
been relieved of their du­
ties with immediate effect. 

"UPDF FC confirms that 
First Assistant Coach Kiwa­
nuka Paul and Defensive 
Coach Oweka Denis have 
been relieved of their du­
ties with immediate effect," 
the club said in an official 
statement. 

Former UPDF FC captain 
Musa Mudde has been 
appointed as the new 
assistant coach, while Juma 
Nassur takes over as the 
club's goal keeping coach . 

Kiwanuka joined UPDF 
FC in 2024 and initially 
served as assistant coach 
in the second half of the 
.previous season, deputising 
head coach Pius Ngabo. 
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